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| Burning : 
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L OV E toagracious foul 
waiting tor lim, 


BEING 


The EXPERIENCES of Mcs. 
ANNE FENN , ( Daughter to Col. 
John Venn, & Member of the Church 
of Chriſt at Fulham: )written by 


her own hand, and found in her 
Cloler after ber death, 


Wherein is declared her exceeding frequent | 
Addrefles to the Throne of Grace,and how 
ſpeedily anſwered. 


. 


' 


Wrirren for the comfort of ſuch as mourn in $joa, and 
quickning of Saints by her bleſſed Example. 
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Plal.zo.5. YVVeeging may endure ſor a night, but joy com- 
etb iathe mor ning. 

Plal.66.16. Come azd bear all ye that ſez; God, 1 will dc- 
Clare what be bath doxe for my ſoul. | 

Pſal. 85.8. 1 will bear what God the Lord will (ar, {ur te © 
will ſpeak Peace to hzs people. : | 

Lam. 2.25. The Lord :5 good to thomthat wait'ſo; hn, to | 
the ſoxl that [echith him. _ 
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Pfal. 30.5. VVeeging. may ak efor anight, but7o Joy com- 
etb iathe mor ning. | 
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Chriſtian Reader, 
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I. £246 the Tree, frequent & 


| | \= familiar intercourſe 
H "Nv betwixt the Lord & 
a—> x 4godly ſoul, her c:m- 
A rizn-! Addreſſes to 
' him,and hu gracious 
Returnes t her, 

| doxbrlr(s ſhe was one 
that ( ac it is ſaidef Caleb) followed Godtul- 
ly, 4»d lay as much the Loſome of hri#t .u any 
that I have heard of ;, 4 rare vattern in theſe 
cold declining times, wherein ſo man» either turn 
aſide from the truth, or elſe liſe ther firlt Love, 
but her piexs ſoul ( in an eminent manner ) kept 
Truth axd Zeal warm ber in heart even till be 
enjoyed full communien with her beloved in Hea- 
ven. As fee began to ſeek, after God betimes 
A3 ( 4- 


ERS. WE 9s ac 
about the age of nine years) ſo fhe continued with 
ber loins girt, her Lamp burning, and her 
Light ſhining more and more till the perfect 
day. T he tenderneſs of God . the malice of S4a- 
tax, ber patience in waiting on God for certain 
year: t gether in her firſt converſion, were remark- 
able : Thecloſeneſs of her ſpirit ( not opening her 
condition to ſuch as might have relieved her ) 
her ſeeking to heal her ſelf by duties and boly 
walkzg, for a long time kept down her ſoul from 
locking ap to the free Grace in Chriſt , rill ſhe 
was even tyred out (as Noahs Dove by flattering 
wpon the unſteady waters ) but then the Lord Je- 
[ns put forth us hand, and took her weary ſoul in- 
ro the Ark of bus ret , giving her ſuch a clear 
fight of himſelf, that now having with the Spouſe 
found her beloved, ſhe took him,afidcaughe C 
him, and held him, and would not let him go, 
oft [ſaying with the Spouſe, Let him kiſs me with 4 
the kiſſes of his mouth, for his loveis better } 
then Wine, being able from that time to ſing the ; 
[ſweet Song of Simeon , longing to be at home 

with her. Jeſws. Oh the peace and or. Oh the fi 
bleſſed revivings and quichnings! Oh the pray- (4 
er, praiſes and admiriuss her. precious ſoul was 
filled withall from that day forward ( though | S' 
now 4 d then ſome ſecret withdrxwings ) tothe 
1.4 moment of her life | Her converſation was 
in heaven , ſhe walked withGod, herheart 
looſnetMWo 


looſned from this werld ( as ob T eatiſe fully. | 
ſpeaks ) ſo much of ber ſtrength, ſpirit, affetion, 
& | 44d time ſoe ſpent in Cleſet-meetings with Ged in 


reading; praying, meditation, ſclf-examination, 
Cc. that it was a wonder her poor weak body was 
able to ſubſiſt., and doubtleſs, had net God renew- 


T ed her ſtrength, anointing her with freſh oyle, 
) it conld not have been. 1 marvelled { Tconfeſs) 

4 i, | * ſee ſo many of her writings found in her C loſet 
) | as 14d... 


God gave her a quick wit, a largeunderſtan- 
ding, «conſidering ſpirit; and /ooking much in- 
#0 ber ſelf , tanght her to put an high price on 
ordinances,made her very diligent in the uſe of 
all means. laid her very low in her own eyes,with 
much ſelf-emptineſs, & thus beſpoko a 1a ge room 


- a 1 ber heart that be might beftow a great acalc of 
yy Chriſt therein, and (o made her a Veſſel capable of 
b th | greater meaſure of Grace then ( I am perſwa- 
ded ) many ethers (though truly godly ) attain on 
iter J £4 © 
oh this fide heaven. 


So exceeding tender was her heart in point of 
(in, that foe wonld often and deeply juage her [elf 
(4s this Treatiſe abundantly ſhews ) for pride, 
paſſion, inordinatelove to the creature, ne- 
Sle& of duty to her relations, &c. whereas 
thoſe that daylie converſed with her(Leing of ab” 
cerning ſpirits ) could ſee no ſuch appearances but 
the contrary frame of ſpirit emmently ſhining xt 

A 2. , 


ſmells © ol is 


ix ber, he was (c afraid of pride, that fbe area 
rot wer ſuch Jewels & apparel as ſhe had by ber, 
for fe r her heart ſhonld be drawn from God there- 
by; and fo fearful of vain glory , that thowgh 
foe bad thu Treatiſe of the incomes of God 
lying by %»r, yet not any ( no not her dear Parents 
ever knew theresf, till the: found it in her Cloſet 
after her death, her [el leaving this as the rea- 
ſon, leſt her wretched heart ſhould be litred 
up and others ſhould think better of her then 
was meer. 

She was ſuch an high prizer of Ordinances, 
that ſbe Grgetting the weakneſs of her own buy, 
the l-ngth of the way, & many other obſtruttons, 
would frequently break through all to enjoy thens; 
ans when ſhe was to hear ſhe firft was ful of pray- 
er ts God to meet ker therein , and make out ſome 
diſcoveries eo her ſoul, which the Lord uſually did; 
and ſhe ftraightly obſerving Gods incomes,retur- 
ned with praiſe ber deep «acknowledgements of the 

ame. 
"_ o ſmall impertunities of very meny godly that 
knew her, have forced the publiſhing of this 
Treatiſe; and orhers of long ſtanding in Chrift 
and eminent Grace, who have ſen ſome of it tn 

Manuſcripts, bave freely confeſſed they never loo- 
hed intoit but were much humbled to ſoe how ſhort 
themſelves come in ſnch heart-ſearchings , ſelf- 
judgings, cloſe-walkings with God x, ſuch ol 
ſervings 


ſervings of the anſwer of their he” as they 
F - 


read in this ber aaylie pratice. 

I hape it may be nſeful in theſe declining times 
to convince ſome Chriſtians of their ſlackne's, and 
awaken others» .ind ſhew chem h-w to make more 
beart-work by the example of one of the weak 
Sex, and if to thy exowledge it foould not adde 
wmuchzyet to thy [pirit and prattice it may conduce 
net 4 little. 


Thine in our deareſt Lord 
and Head, 


T Ho. WELD. 


To all that love the ap- 
pearanceof the Lord Je- 
ſus , Grace and Peace, 


eaEing called upon by the 
= carneſt umportunity of 
W many gracious ſouls, to 
p oive forth my teſtimony 
WW of this bleſſed ſervant of 
Chriſt, Mr Ame Va; - 
and having had many yeers converic a. 
bout the great matrers of eternal *lite 
with her, and injoying her ſociety for 
ſome ycers in the holy tellowſhip of the 
goſpel, I could nor bur preſent to the 
Saints the ſweer favour of her holy wal - 
king, in which ſhe was a lively example 
roall that knew her. 

The Lord firft brake in upon her 
Ecart by the frequent impreſſions of the 
Word as they were inſtilled into her 
by her honour'd father, whoſe praRice 
was tO re-Inforce the Truths publikely 
preached 


preachad in his Family upon his Chil- 
dren and Servants; and by this means 
this daughter and one of his ſervants 
were brought home unto rhe Lord; and 
whick I mention as an alarum to the 
Sainrs to the praRtite of this dury. which 
ſeems in tiis licentious age to bee fo 
grearſynegleted She had this honor 
toenjoy ine indeared affection of all 
Saints that converied with ker, as þcing 
eminent in theſe graces : Firſt, in 
love to all Saints choagh of different 
Jadgements; where ſhe diſcerned any 
chaxaQters of Ch:rifts image, her hearr 
delighted in them; which grace ſhined 
the more clearly becauſe ſhe lived in a 
time wherein the contrary cviil moft 
prevailed. 

Again, ſhe was eminently exemplary * 
in that holy art of the Improvement of 
the ſociety of the Saints, by {crious pro- 
pounding of prepared aveſtions atour 
matters of moſt infinite concerumentr, 
with ſuci. wiſdom 1n icarcking out the 


deepeſt of the Treaſures God had Jaid 
up 
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up in others hearts;rhat ſhe grew abun- 
dantly in experimental knowledge of 
ſaving Trurhs, and was able and ready 
ro communicate richly unto other. 

She was a moſt diligent Ci.rtitiag in 
attending all the Ordinances z and ine- 
very adminiſtration did hearken what 
God (aid to ber ſoul ; and as ker ſoule 
waited tor ſome di{coverics of God, 
ſo the ſhining forch ot God in his couny 
ſels and comtorts ſhee did abundantly 
enjoy. 

 Shee was a careful Obſeryer of the 
Lords day, and found {uch profic in 
the ways of the A:/mghty, that his Day 
was her deligi.t, and {ne ;requcniiy was 
fild in her foule as wits marrow and 
fatnels. 

She wasa {teddy Chriſtian in reelin 
times, and received nothing for ry 
but whar ſhe would often weigh in the 
ballance ot the Sanfuary, and upon ſo- 
lid grounds lay up in her heart, or pur 
forth in her practice, 

And for her diligence and induſtry a- 
bout 
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bout heavenly things ſhe ſo far abound- 
ed, that whoever hath rhe fight of her 
labours would nor eafily conceive ſo 
much could be done in one whoſe litc 
was {o ſhort. 


' She wrote her dayly Meditations up- 


on the holy book of God, which ſhee 
kept in a book fair written. 

She contra&ed all ſhe heard in the 
publike Miniſtry into a method, & in 
a book in Folio hath fairly tranſcribed 
part of that work which would 
have contained the ſubſtance of all rhe 
labors of the Miniſters of Chriſt,whoſe 
Miniſtry ſhe was parraker of: And in 
another had written all rhe attributes 
of God and Chriſt that ſhe could finde 
in Scripture for the ſtrengrhning of the 


- faith of beleevers. The truth 15, ſhee 


was a ſoul wholly dedicated to. the 
Lord, and in her whole converſation 
_— » and holy, and tender-heart- 

One trnly weaned from this world, 
weary of it, and often breathing our ho- 


ly 


_— 7 
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ly ongings to be with Chriſt, frequent- 
ly ſaying, V Vhat is there in this dark 
world that ſhould caule a Chriſtian to 
deſire to continue in it? And as ſhee 
longed to be at home, ſo the Lord haſt- 
ned the time, and in her tender yeers 
gathered her ro himſelf, And in her 
death ſhee fhewed forth a gracious 
frame of ſpirit, and with holy confi- 
dence in Chriſt refigned her lelfe to 
him. 
And ſuch was her holy jealouſy of any 
pride or hypocriſy that might ariſe b 
diſcovering of her labour, that uncill 
ſhee fell aſleep in the Lord her wri- 
tings came not to the view. of any. 
Thus this bleſſed ſoule walked with 
the Lord, and theſe things are record- 
ed of her for our example, that we may 
tread in her ſteps, and be followers of 
her as he ſhe followed Chriſt, whith is 
the hearty desire of him who is a ſer- 
vant of Chriſt and his Church, 


Iſacc Knight, 
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PEEPSL: LE VELO 


'®. My ſoul, what hath been the Merhod 
and manner of rhe Lords working thar 
effeftual work of his upon thy heart, (which 
thou haſt ſome comfortable hopes, 1s begun 
by him, and ſhall be carried on 1n thy ſoul ro 
the olory of his own grace,) ſerthem down 
as the Lord ſhall enable rhee, according as he 
hath been pleaſed from rime to time, 

from year to year to make it out ro thee,that 
ſo if the Lord pleaſe, ir may ftaddrhee inſtead 
inanevilday, I mean a day of inward or out- 
ward afflition ; and the Lord help chee todo 
it as in his fight, who is che ſearcher of all 
hearts, and knows better than thou doſt, what 
work himſelf hath wroughr in thee ; bur ſo 
farre as he hath or ſhall pleaſe ro enable thee, 
ro diſcerd it in thy dwn heartyſer ir down,ahd 
ler it Lye upon record, againlt all the rempra- 
on of Sithan, char erat adverſary of thy - 


gs Gn 


F | [2] 
|| N the year 1635 when I was yet very 
I 


young being nor. ( at the moſt) full nine 

years old, the Lord was pleaſed through | 

the preaching of his word (as I con- fc 
ceive) together with my fathers repeating 
and farther preſſing ic home upon our ſpirits, 
ro begin to work upon my heart, and to give 
inſome kind of defires after the beſt things ; 
whereupon |[ began to take ſome delight in 
hearing the word, but molt of all in reading 
ro my ſelf, in which I then ſpent many hours Fj 
Y not whole dayes: the Lord ſerting the one 
and the other fo home upon my {pirit, as 
to convince me both of my ſinful and miſe- 
rable condirion by reaſon of my continual 
breach of his holy lawes, and grieving the 
fpirir of my parencs, rhe which was much 
fer home upon me by reading Mr, Dod upon 
the commandements and the like treatiſes, 
whereupon I had a temptation to curſe rhe 
dy of my birth, which in ſome meaſures I 
conſented unto, 'often wiſhipg that. I had ne- fm 
ver been born, or ar the leaſt had dyed from |} 
the breaſt, as I ſaw ſome of my Brothers,. 
eſteemivg their condition to be much bercer 
chan mine; they never living to commir an 
aRtual fin, and therefore (as I then chounhke 
ſhould withour all doubt go ro Heaven, bur 
fox my ſelf 1 did really think and fear = -L . 
C5 ; Ou» 


[3] 
ſhould certainly vo ro Hell + chew beine 
Out LO wer pL quarter of a whe 1 Mam 
who pretended much skiH} and abiliry for rhe 
cure of ſome weakneſs'rhas F then ly under, 
which being a' very profane family, athongh 
I was yet very youns;yet berne ſo contrary ro 
thoſe wayes I had been brought op in (ro 
- {come now to hear continuet curhto,, and 
ſwearing, and prophanins the Lords dry, and 
being forced ro be in their company notidar4 
ins by reaſon of thoſe feats 1 then- hy under 
co be alone, and ſo fomerimes prevatiedwich 
( once or twice) to play npon rhe Lords day;) 
I thought my felf all chis while to 'beinthe 
belly of hell, being thereunto condemned 
by my own conſcience, ſothar Teould re- 
ceive no contencment iy all the fulnefſe of 
hoſe ourward things which I chere enjoyed, 
put wasreftleſs nniull 1 got home again being 
yer only convinced of my a&ual evills. 

Bur when the Lord was pleaſed, by the 
miniftery of his word, and other private in- 
ftrucions going along with it ro convince 

in ſome meaſure of my original corrup- 
10n char I brought intothe world with-me ; 
then did rhe Lord inable me, ro ſeethat'all 
ay former deſires would have been nochine; 
bur that. I might even then have gonerohefl, 
as well as afrerward: whereupon 3 was 
B 2 much 


[4] 
much-cronbled, and very defirous to read and 
hearall. rhe marks of a righteous man that 
ſhould go.to heavens and accordingly 1 got 
a book called Mr. Roger's evidences, and an 
other called rhe -Toxcbſtone of true Grace, 
another called Noxe tut Chriſt, and divers 
others: which I did daily read on for many 

. Then camerhe Divel upon me with this 
remptazion, thar- I ſhould keep. all rhis 
my-.trouble'ro my ſel, : and, net diſcover 
K to - any, althgueh.never - ſo neer or 
deer umto:me, which temptation I wholly 
yeilded unto, and rhar. tor many years toge- 
ther,until Ieven deſtroyed my bodily health 
with continual troubles, fears and ſadneſs,bur 
not diſcovering any cauſe of ir; ſo that all 
the ſupport I had, was what the Lord-was 
pleaſed ro hand. our-to me. by hearing: and 
reading,yhich he was pleaſed ro. make effe- 
Qtuall tiill ro lead me on, though with much 
trouble and ſadneſs : then in the deginning of 


theſe troubles being in the year 2638. or F 


1639.1 heips ſome 12 or 13 years old,which 
being times of. great fears and fadveſs, the 
people of God mer often and ſpake one to an 


other, andkept dayes of humiliation, and 
feekipgthe Locd inthe behalf of the nation. 
and his poor people in it, my parents often | 
to 467 coins 


har | going to theſe meetings, but not daring to 
or © cell me, ir, the times being ſo dangerous; - 
"na laſt having often obſerved” the frame of 
ce A cher ſpirirs ar ſuch rimes more eſpecially,-I 
began much to long and defire ro know whi- 
ny ther they went, and being very importunate 
with my Morher to thar ed, and ar laſt pre- 
his | vailing, ſhe was contentto let me go-alo! 
his | with them, which was ſo pleafing ro me thar 
ver (ever afrer I continued ro go with rhem'eve 
or | week almoſtand ſomerimes ofrner ; where 
ly [found ofren much reireſhmenc, eſpecially 
ove. | bearing up my heart under ' thoſe -ert 
Trh [dangers > which in an eſpecial manner we 
bur {lay oper unto ; which the. Divel perceiving 
214 $£o be agrear incouragement ro mein the way 
I now defired to walk 1n, uſed many rem- 
ptations working rogerher with the corrupti- 
ons of my own heart, -in this eſtate of my 
childhood, 'ro- hinder me from enjoying 
theſe oppottuniries ; as ſome times ſleepi- 
eſs, being fainto goeatrly in the morning 
and cold, it being in the deep of winter,&c. 
ich ſeveral other remprarions, as rhe danger 
if we ſheuld be takey, 'as ſome had been, and 
all chis rodiſcourage me : which ſomerimes 
ie well nigh accompliſhed, bur pondering ir 
in my minde,amd being inabled ro conceive 
to be bur a temprarion, I durſt very ſel- 
b B 5 dome, 


hot if every 
| 10abled ro | 


und fo much {weerneſs ( as Tapprehend- 

10 rhe comppy of rhe ſaints; and thoſe 
faoymems my my foul fele in ſuch duries, thas 
1, FRoue ohr I could frcely and cheerfully lay} 
cg 5 Jife wich chem, more freely than 


I fear. couldlong 
Maſter Pe ning to Loxdon and 


fomerimes meeripg him ar theſe privare 
meetings, and fo. having ſome know1:dg of 
D324 + (St afterwards cholenChaplain ro 
my farhers_ Regiment, and. ſo .going to 
Pudſer with vs,abour the year, 1642, and ſo 
living inthe houſe wich — 2 years a hall, 
whoAar our firſt goin py nan much ſad- 
neſs co lye upon = Merge wing by 
Experience what a troubled ſpirit was ; (he 
formerly laive under it for divers 
Years, | didar lift ſeriouſly burthen me with 
1 whuch comipg upop me inſuch a nick c 
» { Having but a latle before been 
jag. ule baok that I had, whereir 
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I was dire&ed thar if any ttouble lay vu 
my ſpirit I ſhould eve be thar ſo I miehe 
my receive ſatisfaion ; which ponderine .w 
in my ſelt) I durſt.noc deny i but cell: him 
me. | 10 ſome meaſure the ground of my trouble, 
-onl.f| and he endeavouring to ſatisfie me from the 
word ; which he had no ſooner done in any 
meaſure, bur ſtill the Divelt begins with few 
nd. and freſh-remprarions, and when what had 
hoſefi been ſaid ro me was a little out of my Mind 
thach (which he would ſoon find occafion ro pnt 
 layf out) then comes he over with the old termp- 
hand fations again, working therts freſh upon my 
rhoughts, endeavouripg Kill to drive re to 
andf} deſpaire of ever receiving any mercy of God. . 
varef Then ſtood I convinced ftom the word'\and 
o off divers infiruction I mer withall grounded 
n rofl thereupon, that ic was my dury ro perform 
—_ private duties as well as. pubtick, as prayer, 
4 ſoff Mediration,examination, and the like, which 
half, 3 knew nor. how ro fer abour in a ferions 
fad. Manner being every way unfit for it and un- 
> by able to ity ſorthat ofren through negleR and 
(he miſ-performance this alſo added ro my trouws- 
| ble and ſadneſs. 72.2% 
vichd Then hearing Mr. Love preach upon that: 
k off Scripture, Mar. 5.20, For 1 ſay. anto you, 


Except yowr righteowſneſs ſhall exceed the righte- 


reinl) ®%ſneſs of the Scribes and Phatiſcer.youſtall 8 vs: 
B 4 


wiſe 


- [8] 
wiſe enter into the kangdome. of beaven. And 
hearing how fatre the-Phariſces wenr in rhe 
pertormance of duties and avoiding of evills, 
&c. which I ſaw my ſelf ſoſhort of, which 
made me conclude,; I ſhould alſo be ſhore of 
heaven, my eyes & underſtanding beivg then 


 with-held ftom: the .right 'underitanding. of 


the ſpiricual ſenſe of that Scripture, ( which 
ſince the Lord of his rich grace harh inabled 
mers ſce fulfilled in the-Lord Jeſns, who is 
mine through faith.) + 

_ Awhile after he did alſo preach upon thar 
Scripture, in Heb. I'2, ISy 165 17. Looking 
dibgemiy, left there be any fornicator, or pro- 
Fane perſon, as Eſany who for ene morſel of meat 


fald bis birth-rog be. For you know,how that af ter 
ward wben be would have inherned the bleſſmgy 


he was m_ + for be found no place of repen- 
FANCE, 

Uponthe hearingot which it was ſuggeſted 
rome that ] _— ſought rhe blethng' ſo 
ciheently , carefully, and rmporrunacely as 
protane Eſax pores cheretore ſhould wah 
moxe-2o withaur ir;the crhoughts of wS fcrt- 
ptures among divers others,{truck fo deep in 


rae that it much increafed my fadnefs, ſo thar 


Icouldtake litthe delight in any thing inthe 
world;. bur as ofren as Iconld refuſing ro go 
warcany company, chooling rather a (olizary 
BILE S x 8 | - life, 


— 


gb. be ſaxg ht it carefully with tears. 


[9J 
life,” yer RIll endeavouring to keep all tomy 
ſelf, making noching known bur -only ctioſs 
daily bodily weakneſſes, which did alfo ac- 
company me in-great meaſure. | 

Inthis condition I continued for that rime 
I was at Windſor, beins'often tondemned in 
my own conſcience; tor my neglect of du- 
tiesand commiſhon of fin, &c.” ” And what 
ever had at anytime been ſpoken ro me in 
way of comfort (by Mr. Lavei' who one- 
ly was acquainted with my fears) it rooke 
no hold vpon me arall, nor abode upon my.- 
ſpirit ſave only in the minute it was ſpoken 7 
for;rhe rrurh is,I was thenroo remiſle 1n tak- 
ing notice of obſetying the paſſages of Gods 
providence rowards Me, nor beins able then 
to beleeve rhit it was indeed a work of: God 
upon miy 'ſonl, which fince,” rhrough gracez 
he hath been pleaſed more evidently to de- 
Clare. 
' Thencoming irom thence toLondon much 
about rhe year 1645. being now 2 lictle 1n- 
itruted in the norional knowleds of ma 
points inrehigion, I had now a neiv rempra= | 
fion beſerting me in this manner; that it 
I would bur walk more clofely with the Lord 
and make more confcience of all known du- 
ties,vherher hearne,prayer,meditation,cxa- 
mination»O ec, Thar then I might more com- 
focrably 


% 


| [10] 
fortably look up uno the-Lord, and alſo find 
in my ſelf divers qualifications, annexed tc 
ſeveral promiſes; which might much com 
forr me, which work I beganto ſerabour 
indeavouring to tye my {elf fricly ro ir 
and according as I was able, defiring the 
| Lords afliftance,and wirhall making him ma 
' my promiſes, that'it he would make our love 
to me I would be and do rhus and rhus, . 

Bur upon trial finding my ſelf ro fail in 
every thing, ſometimes through remprari- 
on to neglect or pur off- duties for a time, 
which was oCcafion'd many wayes,ſomerimes 
being in company I could not well leave or 
the like.all which,weighing in my mind, did 
I ay and increaſe my trouble, finding 
this ftr1R-courſe. ( though yer I could nor 
keepcloſe to)) to be 2 burthen to me, with 
many ſuch wicked chonghes, whereby I came 
roapprehend my ſelf, as ir were, (till farther 
and tarther from heaven, and happineſs, in all 
which time I could find liccle ground of any 
comfort, unleſs raken from my defires,which 
I could not apprehend conftant neither. 

" But indeavouring till ro ga on in this 
poor way of performances. I had ſome ſmal 
comfort, finding (as I thought) ſome quali- 
fications in my ſoul which were annexed un- 
todivers promiſes, where-upon I was ſome- 


what 
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Caf] 
J what atthe preſent fayed, and began to ga- 
ther up ſome rortering hopes of the goodneſs 
cOmy of my condition from:Afar, ti; 28. and ſuch 
our like Scriprures. 0 vn1n20] 
O 1) Then living near unto Mr. Love and the 
; Thel Presbyrerian government being rhen abouc 
may co be {et up, I had much firike iymyſelf whe- 
lovef ther to joyn wirh theminidr or no and foro | 
\ . | partake of the ordinances wheteby I might 
inf come to have my incereRt in the Lord Jeſus 
early Chriſt ſealed up nntd-me, being exceeding 
ME fearful lett if I ſhould-flight or put off ſuch 
Mey an opportunity z it mighr be laid: ro my 
'E Of charse another day, that I had it offered: me 
 didf} bur would nor accept of it, forhar-ar lat T 
livgh reſolved to joyn with them -and partake of 
DOUY che ordinance; that ſo-I might Come ro have 
vith my graces {trengrhened, and my corruptions 
mcy weakened,and alſo come to enjoy more com- 
herf munion with Jeſus Chcift which Ihad ſome 
ow weak diftrafted though mo abiding | hopes 
ich} Thus having been before the elders'& there 
. | examined ſomewhat rouching my knowleds, 
bis 5c. and the time” of adminifirarion of the 
mal Lords-{upper drawing nigh; I indeavoured 
lt-J for ſome dayes beforezinia ſerious and folemn 
uni manover rofermy ſelf im rhe Lordsprefence, 
beſceching him ro fir me for itzrogerher wich 


the 


= 


C12] 
-the examination of' my. own heatt both 
UL duties and gracesas alſo rouch- 
In and wants,. which I deſired a ſup- 
ply of ; fill begging ofthe Lord, in all this 
rime ot my trouble, rhat he would nor oIve 
me over tq'a deceived heart ( what ever he 
did with me) ſo as to think berrer of my 
condition than indeed-it' was, bur: thar- he 
wonld pleaſe thoroughly ro diſcover my con- 
dirioh and hearr to me; and' thus with: ſome 
ſmal hopes, ' yer mixed with a oreat deal of 
fear, I did rhar rijme partake of the ordi- 
nance, the which I had no ſooner almoſt 
done; bur Sathan begins to ſu2celt ro me that 
I had now eaten and drank my own damnati- 
.on; inreceiving that whereto I had no right, 
(through ſo many fearsand doubtings in my 
oninſpuirindrh char therefore now inſtead of 
receiving {trengrh I ſhould be everyday more 
-and more hardened,and have my” damnation 
ſcaled up rome infteadot my ſatvation. 

Bur pauſing here a while, and conſidering 
that: [ hd Inteivoarad to do my duty ac- 
cording to my knowledgand power, incxa- 
mining'my own heart, whar my ends, aimes, 
deſires, and wants were;and according to my 
abilicy defired the Locd co. make ic a (treng- 

- theningand(caling ordinanceto me, indea- 
rowing ta farishe my ſelfwithrheſe and- _ 
1ke 


_ 
like thoughts, rhat my [defite- was. to ſerve 
J and walk with the Lord;: though Lcould noc 
doit; thus I continued between hope and 
fear, about a moneth: ſpace,: inrending nct 
- JF ro partake of rhe. ordinance, the, next. time, 
"CY fearing my ſelf nor to be firfor ity finding my 
heff heart (as I chought) 1g a very oy rea 19 
MY buc,manifeſting rhis intene. ro ſome. friends, 
he] they pur me upon theſe » that the 
N- I way to be fit for duties or or is not 
me i ronegle&trhem ; asalſo relling me; thar if. 
Of F 1 were upfic for that ordinance, I was as well 
di- | unfic_ to live, and therefore that was no 
olt Þ ;ult plea : _ thus being.croubled,. yer: fearing: 
nat} roomit.it » I again partook. of. ity; where the: 
1- | Lord was pleaſed, through the miniftery of 
it F his word that day, to hintout to Mme that a= 
pw mone{t others there were rwo;ſorts of men 
'0* } that mighr ſafcly and comfortably partake of: 
TC ' that ordinance, as 0 
N 3 r. Allthoſe thar had longing defires afrer 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | rr 
"> | 2. All doubring, fearing Chriſtians, thar 
x | aioedof Galcote oragiaing Erlng 
” I dat Gad co be'a. ſcaly 
ordinance, &c. which though ic afforded me - 


3S5 
x ſome ſmal refreſhmenr for. the preſent, yer 
9” jf Gidir not abide, bur my cronble ll comt;-: 


nuivg; . yea increaling, beipg-thereby pole; 
or 


_ 


COT... 
an imployment, and yer wea 
of dnrerteding md eriting &c. In which 


I ſpent my chiet cime. . 
Yer thus going on in a road of daries, and 


performances, ſometimes finding ſome affe- 
Rion andaſflitance,andſomerimes not,which 
_ when Ldidifind in any meaſure, Oh! how 
was my \vretched heart ready to be puffed up 
and rejoyce-in ir. and began to think thar 
' mow I had done ſomewhar, and rthar furely 
now the Lord would: hear me: but begin- 
ning ro confider more ſeriouſly what 1 had 
done indeed, and how many wandering 
thoughts and diftraRtions had paſſed by me, 
and rhat any wicked wrerch in che world 


thougtrs © ſhould ariſe in my hearr , 
imagining that it was juſt with the Lord, 
for theſe wicked thoughts, ro blaſt all .my 
deſires, which I really conceived he did. 

- Thew conlideripg, thar the prayers and. all 
theduries'of the wicked are abomination, 
and rhingsthar his foul abhorred, and lying 
under the-apprehenſion of my ſelf as one catt 
off 'by God whom he never regards, 
havine poured our my ſoul before him' and 
begoeda folrteurt(anda renewed and chang ; 

= E 
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ed narnre, ) nreing him often wich thar fix 
milicude of a child coming to his father ro 
begs bread, Mar.7.9,10,11. or rather in my 
apprehenſion finding my heart grow more 
hard and my affetions more cold andluke- 
warm) Ilay under another rempration fron 
Sathan» thar ſare I was bur an hypocrice in 
all char I did, and therefore ſhould bur heap 
up wrath againſt my ſelf, (as in Jeb 36. 13.) 
and this was ſer home upon my ſpirit upon 
ſeveral grounds, as 2 

I. Becauſe as he rold me I did nor fo 
much aim ar the glory of God as at that hap- 
py eſtate which is to be enjoyedin heaven. 

2. Becauſe I could nor find my love work- 
ins ſo ſtrongly towards God as towards my 
ſelt, defirins to be freed from the torments. 
of helt which I conceived ro be intolerable;; _ 
as alfo | 

3.Finding ſometimes a Kind of ſecret defire' 
that ſome body mighr hear or know of my_ 
performances of duties, &c. Though I never. 
durſt a in any meaſure (o,as that it might be 
difcerned,bur alwayes ftrovero my utmott a- , 
bility roTonceal whar ever poſſibly I might, 
yer finding ſometimes ſame ſuch defires 


J vaingtory in my ſpirit, that though Ididdo. 
it thus privarely, yerit ir could*hare been 


known and not y my means, I thooghe, 'IT 


[x6] 
xcaatiaaras QNTC » 208 this pile Jay, ga an 
heavy wertght upon my, ſpirit, to Think that 
there ſhould fnch wked, vain, and'f{inful 
thoughcs and deſires, be ſuggelted to me;or for 
anyctmehough never ſo itmal,lodge within 


me, Jer. 4. 14. Which hen I beganto con- 
fider iadly of - did bur fill renew and increaſe 
my troubles and feares, being. a diſcovery of 
' the hypocriſy chat was io my hearr.. _ 

d far che molt part of. this my trouble I 
fay under ſuch a {ente of the wrath of God, 
char I chought rhar-all I had, and enjoyed 
was Curſed to me, often admiring that every 
bit of bread Iear did nor choak me; or every 
Creature Qid nor pur an end tomy life, often 
fearing that rhe company I was in ſhould fare 
the worſe for me, in ſo much that if I wenr 
by warer or the like, I fill conceived I might 
be an occalion of drowning all thole chat 
were with me. - - | 

Oh! how defirons was my ſoul, ar this 
exme, of the help and counſel of my Gadly 
wile friends, and Chriſtians, but chrough 
mary and ſundry remprations fill deprived 
| may ſelf of it, and of rhe benefir I might have 

gained by ir, through my wicked filence in 
all companies, and loathneſs ro impart my 
coedicionroary. IP 

. Samerimes.- my wicked  cortupt, _ hearc 

; +. — 4 TY + bx. 3 »  d& " would 
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. 
” 


would baſely ſuggeſt ro me; that I was wm 


able ro diſcourſe or ſpeak of any fpirirua 
aful | rhingJand therefore I ſhould buronly thereby 
for | diſcover my own 1gnorance, and no wayes 
hin | advantage my ſelt, &c. Which when I was 
ON- inabled {till ro conſider berter of, recollet= 
ale | ing my thoughts, and 'calling them inco 
of queſtion, as it were, then cometh the Divell, 


and rells me, that this did bur note my hypo- 
eT | criſy ; and farther, when I have been troubled 
od, | with it, to think that IT ſhould give way to 
yed | fuch wicked thoughts as theſe,then comes in 
ery | Sathan again, onthe other fide, and rells me, 
ery | thatit I ſhould pur my ſelf forward in any 
cen | diſcourſe, I ſhould bur thereby cauſe others 
are to have a better opinion of me than indeed I 
ent | deſerved, -andſodeceive others and delude 
ohr | my ownſoul, andthis latter temptation was 
has | that which indeed did ofreneft prevail with 
| me, being ever molt of all prone to fear the 
his | delufionsof my own heart, and ſo efteeming 
dly & my condirionto be berrer rhan ir is. 
uoh This 2oing on in this way of wicked fi- 
ved | lence made many of' my Chiiftian friends 
ave | (Ido really beleeve) not know whart to think 
: in || of me; bur were, as it were, eſtranged from 
my | me, which I ſoon perceiving, w was a molt 
heavy affliction ro me, & ſuchas(the ſearcher 
at- hearts knows) lay very ſadly upon my ſpi- 
i ' C Firs 
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rit> which. yet I could not} in any meaſure, ' 

make known to them, bur berween God and 
my own ſoul condoled this my miſerable 
condition, thenbeing to remove our of Len- 
' dog, which was an exceeding trouble ro me 

(ro conſider how we ſhould by ir be deprived 
of thoſe means which we there might enjoy) 
alchough indeed neither my Father, Mother, 

or my {elf could enjoy our healths there. ) 
' . And removing unto the Country abour 
the year 1647. 1 found the minigery under 
which 1 then was exceeding dead and (pirit- 
leſs, rhen when I came home (me thought) 
I kneyy as auch and no more, (ro my edifi- 
cation 1n that condition I was in) than I did 
when I went ; the ſubjeRt which was then, 
and for a long time ragerher treated ON, was 
that Scriprure, Gen.2.7. .The Lerdbreathed into 
wan $he breath of life, and man became « lroing 
ſoul. The main ſcope of the miniker being 
to ſhew, what the natural ſoul was that God 
had pur into man;handling it{as I conceiv d) 
more like a Philoſopher thana Golpel-prea- 
cher, which notional things were nor thoſe 
w® could ſfartisfie my ſoul; which wanted now 
ſome ſupport from-heayen, ip this fad droop- 
ing condition I was ins but meeting witch no- 
thing ſuicable ro; my preſent eltare,and being 


__ catina place where I was deprived = 
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all orher means, I grew (iillintoa more fad 
condtt10Nh Cyery dayo: 20 31 294 03 £0D ! 

Then did I lye under a very ſad andftrange 
cemprationy £0 negleg the ordinance of 
preaching , which was gtaunded upon rhe 
prerence, that I might unprove_ my time at 
home to ty more {pitieual adyantage,which 
temptation I often yeildedro,and when Thad 
any opportunity, of ſeeming excuſe: by reg- 
ſon of any ſmal bodily diftemper; either the 
head-ach or rhe like, I:t}1ll rook-choſe' occafi- 
ons to ſtay at home; ard ſo yeilded: co the 
temptation, and thus I did often, 

Buc when I came ill at night to a review 
of what 1 had done, and how I had tpetit my 
time in each of theſe dayes, as: alla what I 
had gained, I found irtobe fo lictley. chirpugh 
one rempration or other, that I vow-began 
rocanceiye and fear that it was ohlpatemp- 
ration of rhe Divell roþring me-quiat ous 
with the ordinances of: God, whereupon'the 
Lord alſo inabled me ts begin to: cakeaview 
of my owp heart indeavquringto: perfwade 
my ſelf rhat the fault yas only in mie; and 
that furely I was ſome way or other preju- 
diced-againſt the man or-his preaching, not 
looking, (as I ought). 16 the -power of God 
which was able to bleſs rhat means-ce met 
that he had now caft ry under (.conmary ts 

| 2 my 
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my deftres) and thar-it was therefore juſt 
with God ro let it be ro me according ro my 

WhereuponT began aovainto examine my 
own heart, whether or no I had any kind of 
prejudice againſtthe man,whichl] could never 
tind nor charge my felf withal(having always 
heard very good words of him from Godly 
people) only Icould nor find that the Lord 
: was pleaſedto ſpeak any word ſuitable ro my 
- condition by him, ' bur rather to fill me with 
notions. of narural things, and in a natural 
way, whereupon I turned my examination 
into prayer,beſeeching rhe Lord'rhar if there 
were any prejudice in my heart that lay hid- 
den thar-I:conld nor diſcern, that he would 
be pleaſed ro roor-ir out, and not ler it 
hinderme from the bleſſing of his own or- 
-dinance; (begging of -him alſo that he would - 
pleaſe ro/pur ſome word-into his month ſuit- 
.able coxheefiate of my ſoul, and give me an 
ear to-hear and underſtand it, and fo with 
ſome hope yer fill mixed with fear,” I con- 
rinuedto hear him Rill, and thus I did often 
ctimes,ftillpreſfing ic npon my ſelf that it was 
my darkneſs, dulneſs -and ignorance that 
- wasthe hindrance, bur finding, afterall this, 
nothing ſuitable to ny ſoul ro anſwer the 
longing defires or ſarisfie che many doubt- 


ings 


5 
ines of ir, I at the la(t/ ronald my father how 
unprofitable his minittery: was unto me; who: 
alſo concluding & often ſaying the ſame; re= 
ſolved co ſeek our whete rhe Lord ſhould di- 
re& us:and be pteaſed romake it mote-profi- 
cable ro us. (210% DOG) Oct | 
So we attended on the. miniftery elſewhere 

abant che beginning of the year 1649. Where: . 
Irecerved ſfome-ſatisfation, bur fiat: (upon 
examination ) finding :lictle profiting:in-my 
ſpirit (though I could nor bur acknowled 
that the Lord was pleaſed ſomerimesrof 
home to my - conditian }: being nor able ro 
cloſe in a way of faith with what:wasdelive- 
red, I remained in a very fad condition; yer 
continued. waiting upon the Lord-in' that 
mimiftery.above a year,and then rerurned in- 
rothe Country, being much ſolicned rhiere- 
unto, where I tound the farmer Minifter up- 
on a more practical ſubject, 1conemmng til 
in trouble of ſpiric, as concluding now. che 


faulr ro be in-my ſelf; becauſe when Temjoy- - 


ed ſuch means as I conld-no wayes-excepr 
azainſt,yer I found verylittle profit or benefit 
by ir, when I: came ſeriouſly ro examine my 
ſelt ; all which added- much ro my: inward 
crouble, bur. in all chis ſpace of rime (for 
four or five years laſt paſt) was I exceeding- 
ly toſſed to and fro, and continually peſtred 

C 3 with 
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with! devers end ſandry. cemprativns , | borh 
from thenivel and my.onn wicked heart; ro 
inſtancein ſome ; 1 .:-;- 

I wasoftentemapred to very hideous and 
blaphemons thoughes; as to think thacthere 
was no God, and which temprations: were 
ni char marter whit, at thie 

pr mes were working upoti, 
wheteinindeed itappeared to be a meer ploc 
of Sachan 'thar ſubrile enemie of my poor 
tos: 
merimes wheriin the birrerneſs of my 
apd fears 1 had made any"! appeal to 
Codieiarenat chedefires of my ſout;or had 
pur upany ſhore ejacntation ro him or had 
been medicaring of any of his atcribures, or 
rhe like, .rhen comes in ſuch a rempration as 
thisWhbywhodottthon pray unro> doltthou 
thjukrhere is any fuck rhing as a:G6d rhat 
rhquy appeate(t ro >*did'ſt: choy- ever find any 
anſver-trom him with much mote in this 
- fort and when any: Scripture harh been 
brooghrromy chouithrs, that mighr afford 
- me any comforr, br that I had been examin- 
heart from'any. Scriprare; or the like, 

«ny ou hundred ro'erie ) but Iſhould have 
one remprarion or orher darred into my ſoul, 
r6.queſtion the rrurh of jr (after this manner) 
how can be the World of God more than 

any 


9 RO OO 


[23] 
any other wtitings 3 and how ſhall I know 
them tobe ſo5 and which of them are ſo, 
and which not ; it being ſo many hundred 
years a go Written, and having gone through 
ſo many hands, and all writers in ancient 
rimes diſagreeing about it > &c., 
And when my thoughts have been ſer or 
fixed ro meditate of that everlaſting conditi-- 
on after this finfull life is ended, or endea- 
vouring to attain ſome aſſurance of an happy 
eſtate in the life ro come, then comes 1na 
remprarion, that it 1s impoſſible rhar ever 
there ſhall be any reſurreQton of the dead, 
with many Carhal arguments ro back it, _ 
But theſe remptarions being {o hideous & 
dereſtable even by the lighr of natnre' (fame 
of them) I durſt nor parly long with them, 
bur endeavoured ftill to dereit and abhorre 
chem, and to raiſe the beft arguments againſt 
chem which I could, and in my daily courſe 


, of reading rhe word, to gather our all thoſe 


Scriptures that, I could obſerve co make a- 
oainſt any of thoſe remptarions, and fo to 
anſwer them, bur ſometimes the more I rea- 
ſoned againſt them,and endeayoured roargue 
It out in my own thoughts, the more they. 
would prevail,which when (after ſome time) 
I was inabled to perceive, I durſt no longer 
parly with them, but my only refuge was ro 
"Py _. throw 
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throw myſelf before the Lord, and there to 
rell him what a fad condition I was in, and 
how Sathan did continually thus torment me 
and throw ſuch things continually into my 
ſoul, which he knew, (who knows all hearts) 
was the burden of my ſoul, and that which I 
would gladly be rid off, defiripg him thar I 
might be acquainted why it was thus with 
mezthar he did looſe Sathan upon meas alſo 
that he would pleaſe to give me morg power 
ro refilt theſe his fiery darts; divers -orher 
cemprations was I alſo troubled withal, as, 

I was then tempted to beleeve thar ir muſt 

needs be impoflible for any one in this life;ro 

5 aſlured of their falyation. EF: Ea 

Bur when I began to conſider, how many 
of Gods people, who I could not bur beleeve 
- by their walkings, did enjoy much of rhis 
alſurance and communion with God, then. 
gid this rempration.in ſome meaſure,vaniſh ; 
and” anortfer ariſe 1n'the roome of it, that 
ſtire, it was impoſlible thar ever I ſhould ar- 
rain to any ſuch aflurance, and that rheretore 
I was none of his children ; | 

_ Which when I had ſought the Lord about, 
andalſo indeavored to attain unto by ſearch- 
ins the Scriptures, and comparing my heart 
with them, &'c. Then would this cempration 
alſo ariſe vpon the neck of the other ; F 

T- That 


[25] 
That-I onght nor ro ſeek or labourtos 
much ro attain aſſurance, for ſurely rhe Lord 
did not ſee it good for me, for {hould the 
Lordgive it me I ſhould undoubtedly be fo 
lifted up, and fo filled with pride of ſpiric 
that I ſhould nor be able ro contain my, 
ſelf, bur ſhould much diſhonour the Lord 
by ir. | | 

"Theſe, with many ſuch like temptations, 
was I rofled up & down withaluntill my ſpi= 
tit was even overwhelmed within me,having 
no other retuge bur only ro tell the Lord,and 
bemone my condition ro him who, as yet 


' ſeemedonly co turne the deaf ear,co me and 


to Cover all my prayers with a cloud. » 
Yer, in all this cime of my trouble and 
refnpcarion, was the Lord pleaſed in a ſecret 
manner to ſupport my ſpicit, and keep It 
from utter deſpair, and giving up ſo as to be. 
wholly of Sarhans mind, tar chough my 
fears and troubles were great and indeed un- 
urterable, yer did rhe Lord ſo ſecretly ſup- 
Port me, that I do nor know that ever he 
ſ\uftered me peremprorily ro conclude, that T 
ſhould certainly pertſh,as Sathan continually 
luggelted ro me;rhough I Gill feared 1rwhich 
tears were ſo great that they came well nigh 
unto deſpair,which notwichſtanding theLord 
inabled me (though in a poor, weak and low 


mca- 
. 


[26] 
rfEaſure) yet to follow him fill, ofren tel- 
ing him, that if [didperiſh; my defire was 
co periſh coming towards him, following 
of himzand begging mercy from him. 
_- Then, (inthe year 1650, Jae the 28 ) 
was the Lord pleaſed to lay a.very ſad and 
heavy affliction upon me, in taking from me 
my dear and precious Father, who was the 
chef comfort of my natural life, and this 
the Lord was pleaſed ro do itin ſoſad and fo 
fuddain a manner, which made ir rake the 
deeper imprefion upon my ſpirir, and in- 
deed adde much to my inward as well as my 
outward trouble, being alſo accompanied 
with many ſad temptarions and ſngveftions ; 
to inſtance in one ot two; 

It was ftronely ſuggeſted ro me, that the 
Lord had done this meerly in juſt judgement 
ro manifeſt his diſpleaſure again{t me, and 
fhew me that he was fo farre from hearing 
my prayers ( wherein I did ofren much beg 
his life of the Lord) that now he would not 
only rake him from me, bur even in this {ad 
fevere manner, not once permitting him ro 

ake ro me, of me wich him, which was 
alſo 1290 qratrrey with rheſe thoughts, 
that ir was the more juſt with the Lord, 
thus to deal with me becauſe I had not given 
kim due praife for ſuch a mercy as Ihad in ſo 
? 'F . long 


[59] 
long edz6ytng him, nor' yet had rWade that 
ule of hisfatherly connſel and advice,in this 
inz | time of my doubts and feares, as I might 
have done; ppt; 
8) Thus being roffed ro and fro; 'and as it 
ind | were 1na wilderneſs in my own thoughrs, 
me ff to think whar the Lord meant by this fad 
the | diſfenfation or would have me take norice - 
his ot,at the laſt defiring ro ſatisfie my felf that ig 
fo | was anafMiction of which Ml are partakers, 
che | and thar to be wichout affliitions is Hor a'con+ 
in- | cicion'ot Sonſhip, and'alfo confidering, that 
my | it was no other for thematter chan what I had 
ied | for many: vears bork expected: and feared, 
nS; | andindeeda wonder (all things beavg right= 
ly weighed) th:t 1 ſhould enjoy Inini'fo long 
the |. asthrough mercy I did. © 
ent Thris atret ſome rime of tnbborn rebellt- 
nd | on againſt God, in not ſubmitting” quietly 
ns | tohis will, the Lord. was pleaſed ro enable 
Deg | me ax the laſt to begin ro berhink my ſelf, 
not | wharchart evill mighr.be in me which the 
{ad F Lord had now (truck ar, and would me have 
co | ſenkbleof by this his dealing wirtrme. 
Vas And, ypon examination, finding nothins, 
US {| wherein Icoutd mote charee my ſelf chanin 
rd, | immoderare affeRion to him, and ſo putting 
him ir) ftead of God, 1 did ar lafi(thoush wich 


fo F muckrepulſe in thy wicked fpirit) acknow- 
Ng * teds 


[287] 

ledg ir before the Lord, and begs of him 
that he would ſhew. me, more and more, 
what his mind and meaning was in this ſo 
heavy a ſtroke, and thar as he had now by his 
own immediate hand,broughr me within the 
lerter of the promiſe ;(bzing now fatherleſs) 
that he, would alſo make it good ro me 
in revealing himſelf ro be a father ro me in 
Jeſus Chritt, 

And thus I ;continued, ſomerime rofled 
roand. fro. with divers and ſundry .cempta- 
rions, having none. to ſpeak a word of, com- 
fort co meinthis my dittreſs (I making none 
acquainted with this my condicion. bur in 
this rhing wholly-ye:lded co Sarhan ro keep 
all ro my ſelf,) having no eaſe nor vent for. 
my ſpirit bur only when I wasyn any, mea- 
ſure enabled to pour our ,my ſoul” before 'the 
Lord, in which my ſpicir was alſo oftentimes 
much bound up, though ſometimes again 
inlarged, - | 

Then, abour 2 or 3 moneths after, being 
towardsthe end of September 1650. was the 
Lord pleaſed ro caſt my Morher,as alſo m 
ſ1f,.borh, ar one time, upon our bed © 
fickneſs, vifiting us with very firong tea- 
vers, which being rowards Winter brought 
us very. lows which meeting with, the 1n- 
ward trouble of my ſpirir lay very ſadly up- 
_— —-.:... "1 


At which time, in che midſt of all my 
weakneſs, I was brought ro this reſolution 
C2 | in my own choughis, being rolbs} up and 
R290 —_— my ſpirit as well as inn body, ſo 
tharnow I did no longer defire any Continu- 
ance of this narural liſe of mine, nor yer 
promiſe the Lord any amendment of life, as 
I had formerly done in all my other fick- 
- 1D} nefſes, thoughi T could never make good any 
Ned of theſe'Þ?omilſes, vowes, or covenants, by 
| me ſo made ; hereuponI confidered (th 
P*2- | with much crouble of pirit) thag I had found 
*N” | by ſad and often experience, that if I ſhould 
9 }f live never fo long, I ſhould live never the 
' better, nor gain any more aſſurance of 
*ÞP | falyarion and well-beine, therefore the defire 
: of life was now wholly taken from-me;, rhe 
| = Lord enabling me art the laft corake up ſuch 
3 | thoughrs as rheſe, that from the bocrom of 
1? | my heart I did and hadfor a long rime defired 
50D | to fear and ſerve the Lord, and thar thoſe 
ine | any failings which accompaniedall my o- 
"the þ| edience were the burthen of my'lite, and 
that if che Lord would have been pleaſed ro 
1 of || Þavegiven me more freedome of ſpiric;' and. 
ſet my ſoul more act | to have walked: 
after his will,ic would have as a heaven 
upon earth co me ; bur commrarily,. Iſaw, 
I was Rill prefſed under wictha body of P 


by reaſon of which I did nothing but. offend 
hight and day, and that .the longer 1 hived-l 
did but 2ggravare my fin and condemnation, 
I'did therefore defire power to calt my ſelf 
and the whole weight of my ſalvation napon 
eſus Chriſt, and although I could nor con- 
dently beleeve, that the Lord would be 
op0d to me, yet Ifaw that there was no fal- 
vation any where elſe, and therefore didde- 
fire rorelye wholly upon him, acknowledg- 
ing that 1 deſerved nothing bur hell,and that 
UK; ever he beſtowed avy thing elſe-upon me, 
kk was infivite unſpeakable mercy. 
- - Thus I continued for many dayes often 
tonging. for the time of my diflolution 
( wherein I ſhould Gn and diſhonour Ged no 
1more:) vehich both my ſelf and- others a- 
beur me thought nor to be farre off, yer vvas 
the Lord pleaſed, afrer ſome fevy vveaks, in 
ſame menſure to raiſe up my vveak body 
which yyas nigh unto-the dult , af afrer 
ſame timeto 20 on by degrees perfeRting of 
my health, all vvhich time being accompa- 
nied yyith many a {ad choughe, my trouble 
Ai increafing as faſt as my bodily healrh, 
at the 4a the Lord vvas pleaſed ro turn my 
uponthoſe exprefiions of David in 
Pſal.42.5>11.Wherein he calls his ſoul ro ac- 
camps laying, hy art thou caft down O m) 


out, 


_[3} 
foul, and mhy art thox diſquieted muhin me? hops 
thou in God, The Lord ſerring this home 
with much power upon my ſpirit at. this 
time, (having bzen all che vvinter deprived 
of rhe enjoying of any publick means) tha 

Lord ( Ifay) ſerring this Scripture ſo home 

upon my ſpirit, I began ar laft to reaſon thus 

yvich my ſelf, and ro demand of my ſoul tha 

reaſon of this my trouble; the Lord being. 
pleaſed alſo ropur me upon the veiw of ſome 

Sermons of Mr. Marſballs and others vvhich 

I had formerly heard, ſome expreflions in 

them being brought ro my mind, vyherein I 

found ſeveral anſwers to many things, vvhich 

I alleaged as the ground of my crouble,I was. 

alſo by the Lord I hope pur upon a review of 

thar lirtle book called rhe Marrow of modere 

Divinty ( vvhich 1 had formerly read vvith 

much crembling ) vvith a ſecret perſwaſion 

in my heart thar thoſe yvere real truths, 
though formerly I neither could nor durſt 
fully cloſe vvith rhem, vvhich two means did: 
through rhe blefling of God at rhe preſene- 
:2mewhar ſerrle and quiet my turmoiled 

Ipurir, 

Theninthe beginning of rhe year 165T., 
going amothe Country and Raying about a 
monerh vyvichin:4 or 5 miles vvhere Mr. 
Stevens exerciſerh,. having heard of _ ; 

a 


0, 


[8237] 


" badaorext defire to hear him, which alſo I 


did 3 or 4 rimes, with much content; he 
beingone of. thoſe times upon Gal. 3. 8. The 
Sermtere foreſeemg that God would juſtifie the 
beathen through fauh, &c, Where he ſhewed 
ws fnlly char God did not juſtifie the righte- 
ous bur even heathens, ungodly men, which 
word added ſomewhat ro my comfort, only 
I could nor ſxy I had faith, and this tumbled 
me again. 3 of Lo 

: Then coming to Colethefter and reſting 
only one Lords day there I-heard Mr. Archer, 
who,by rhe providence of (God,was then up- 
en that Scripture in. Joh. 16.8, Whete the 
. Lord-promiſeth to ſend the ſpirit & that itſbould 
coxvixce the world of ſinne, and of 71 gbteou ſeſs, 
where he fully ſhewed, that it was the office 
of che ſpirit- ro convince humble ſinners of 
an all-ſufficient righreouſneſs 1n Jeſus Chritt, 
thereupon til labouring to rake men off from 
all dependetice upon their own righteouſ- 
neſs or any thing inthem or done by them, 
which I now found I had been very guilty 
of, relling us alſo that all choſe duties, graces 
or qualifications, that we fo refted upon , 
were not-the T11ghreouſneſs of Chrift, &c, 
therefore roo ſcant and;natrow to cover-any 
ſoul, atwhich:rime I moſt needs ſay (1do 


really beleexe ) that the Lord was pleaſed 
| Trp ro 


\ 3 \ * a | 
ro ſirike the firſt and zreat blow ro-de 
dence on my own aGings;alchough I 


4 _—_ : 
i. 
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yer 


The much confuſion and'rrouble in my ſpirir:con- 
e the cernino this thing, being yer very datbiorhe' 
wed underſtanding of it, - / - Grd ct 
1re- Bur in this ſhorr rime of my being inthe 
ich Country, the Lord having (in ſome meafure) 
nly thus begun, as ir were, to ſpeak a word of 


led comfort xo my poor ſoulI was firapgly in 
my own thoughts, ( I hope by rhe ſpirit of 
the Lord )- pur upon the defires of communi- 
her, on with the people of God according to 
up- rhe Goſpel, and 1o ipon-he ſearch of: rhe 
rhe Scripture according to my” poor meaſure,. ro 
ould rhat end, ' accompamiedwithrhe experience 
eſs, I tormerlyhad of that. way: called the Pres- 
fice byrery, which I was now very much unſaris- 
s of fied in, which diſlatisfaftion was at the pre= 
kts ſent ohly 'grounded upon rhe practice of 
om them who walk in thar. way ( finding them 
uuſ- generally ſs full of wrath, burcerneſs, clamors 
Mz and evill ſpeaking even of Brerhren, which 
ury I cenceived not to be a Goſpel-frame of 
Ces ſpirit, ).compared with thoſe who practiſe 
2n, | the contrary which was much ſer upon my 
+, ſpirit ro be more ſweer, humble and Chriſti- 
any | aDnlike,as alſo a way for more growth and 
eſtabliſhmenc, being more full of love z 
( which the Goſpel is ſo full of ) and warch- 
| D __ ing 
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ing ver one another, &c., Which Tnow ſaw 
Iſtbad ingreat\heed of and therefore much 
dehrads /hoding my ſpicic che much drawn 
-ourt:falſepk the Lords:dieRion 1n 1tbeſeech- 
10s him more and more to clear upto me in 
what way of wotfhip I might moſ honour 
(bimand meet with and enjoy -mok of him, 
85 uſoxwhen and where 1 might ſo joyn, beg- 
-Sins:ot him aHowmhk much and earnett dehire 
xo fit me for it. 

- :./Themcoming home again my: trouble re- 
amewed, 'sothink bow my lot was caſt in ſuch 
 aaiplacenyhert Ichadiiceleſocteryithar-I could 
eeapanybenehit ftromzand under his mimftery 
whidh-{ contimuallyfound very unprofitable 
cones: at'lalt, makmg this knoxwn'to atriend 
how: dullatisfied:Iyvavro hear him;ſhe adviſed 
meragonearMr.:Kzight, which accoreing- 
ly -I:<1d, about f:dſwmmer 1651, who 
(thtough the aflftance of God) did fully 
layropen the:free:and abundant ; grace of God 
£o:poor creatures; hoſeerheudtolt and un- 
done: condition our! of: Chrift=»:through 
whoſequanittery.the Lord was pleaſed ro 'g0 
ontocoQepnmice'me yet farther and more fully 
of :my_zreat unbeleef and deaimeſs ro Jeſus 
Ehciſt, which chad »wronght-ſo: many fad 
troutiles upon my:bpirir, being convinced , of 
wizch] would gladly have cloled with Jeſus 
&2 | Chr Ti 


rhe Incapves of Gad 19 4 Beleever. 35 
_ Chritt, andrelyed ypon him, having nathin 
co ſay againſt it bur ovly my own wretched- 
neſs, which being ſo often and fully by him 
ch- anſwered I had ar laſt nothing to ſay, but 
Ha only that I was ſo over-power'd with unbe- 
ogy leefe, that though I wauld: have cloſed with 
ns Jeſus Chriſt, gladly. and with all my ſoul, 


Eg” yer I neicher durſt nor could do it ( as I then 
—__ thought.) | ER 

Then having heard of the meeting at Mr; 
_— K»ights houſe, we wenc thither towards the 


ach end of Axg. 1651. being abour a week before 
uld the fight at Worceſter, at which time they 
ery applyed themſelves much to ſpeak rothe pre- 
ble ſent condition of the Nation and the godly 


_ io it, bur after ſome time frequenting this 
ſe meeting and finding much refreſhment and 
= farisfaion from it, ( abouta moneth or two 


vho at the molt after) the Lord was pleaſed to - 
uly draw out my-ſpirir exceedingly to ſpread my 

z0d condition before rhe, Lord, and alſo crave 

0 the prayers of his people in that meeting in 

; the behalf of my troubled iſonl, and accord- 

of ingly,(though with much repulſe in my felt } 

I wrote a paper, wherein I did acknowledg 

lus | before the Lord that having been convince 


jad of my wretched condition I did thereupon 
- labour and frive to walk more cloſe with 
fus 


the Lord, &'c, Which being no wayes able 
| | D 2 '£0 
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eo accompliſh, Idurſt nocbelieve or 90 roGod 
asa father,burbeing in ſome meaſure convin- 
ced that Twas all this while our of the way, 
(nor being yer thoroughly convinced of the 
righreouſnefle of Chritt, bur going abour too 
much ro eſtabliſh my own righteouſneſs.) 
 Ididthendeſre their prayers, that rhe Lord 
would be pleaſedto reveal more of his mind 
and will in Jeſus Chriſt ro my ſoul,' and en- 
adle me ro deny my ſelf and rely ' wholly 
upon him, and having a fit opportunity of 
privacy,coming there before any other com- 
Fany, & laid it down upon the table, and ic 
teaſed the Lord ſo to order it, Mr. Knight 
| being abſent, Mr. Barker came .in'rhar day, 
who was alcogerher unknown to mic, who 
taking a view of chis paper among others did 
mention it before the Lord, both in the 
entrance as alſo in che cloſe of rhar dayes 
ſervice, the Lord putting into his heart and 
mouth a very ſeafongble word to my poor 
ſoul, which was then ſpoken from 2 Per. 2. 
3545. If ſo be that you have tafted that the 
Lords gracious to wham coming as. living ſtone, 
drfſallowed indeed of mn but choſen of God and 
precio, &c, From which Scripture and whar 
che Lord was pleaſed by him ar thar time co 
communicate from it, did my ſoul receive 
yery much refreſhment and farrsfaQtion, 8 
5 Then - 


the Incomes of God to 4 Beleever. 37 . 


Then did the Lord alſo. dire& the ſpirics 
1ni- of thoſe that carried on that meering to treat 
To much abour remprations, from.which there 
he was many ſeaſonable uſeful truths fer home 
00 upon my heart, finding by this diſcourſe thar ' 
) Scripture in 1 Cor.10.13. plainly made good 
rd to my poor ſoul that no temptation bad raken me 
nd but ſuch as Innw ſaw was common to others, that 
n- I durſt not think bur to be the people of God, 
ly now hearing them complain of the ſame 
of chings which cogerher with the refreſhments 
n- and {upporting conſiderations under each of 

ic rheſe, which were held our to us, was my 
ht poor drooping {picit mightily ſupported. 
Y» Afrer this 1t pleaſed the Lord alſo ro di-_ 
ho ret chem in this meering to treat about thar 
id oreat grace of faith, and ſo afterwards to 
he anſwer many doubts and tears that lay upon 
'eS many ſouls, from all-yyhich (being too large 
nd here to relate) my ſoul received yery much . 
or refreſhing, being 1n the cloſe of that ſervice 


2. pur again upon it, by the ſpirit of the Lord 
he through rheſe his ſervants, ro pur the queſti- 
”_ on to my. ſoulat every turn, doubt; vvhence 
wd comeſt thou, or vyherefore doſt thou: doubr, 
at and, truely, the Lord having ſpoken, ſo much 
©o to my ſoul by all cheſe means and inftru- 


ve ments formerly mentioped, thar the ſtrength 
of my doubts and feares began of Hons, 
en - | D 3 thac 
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that I could' erve very little 'acconnt of the 
canſe or ground of them, being alſo now 
copvinced in ſome meaſure rhar T did by 
rheſe doubts, feares,, jealonufies o and hard 
choughrs of God,much proyoke and diſho- 
pour him fothar though formerly 1 rhoughr 


* * irasjrvvereavirrne in me to be doubting 


and queſtioning my ettare, I came now, in 
ſome* meafnre, through grace, to ſee rhat 


- 


it yras a heynous ſn, and therefore to endea- 
your, ftrive andpray, and do all I could a- 
* gainſtthem, | 

* Yet did 6itenllye under many ſad appre- 
henfiops atrifing hence, bein? convinc'd by rhe 
word in reading in obe of Mr, Barrows books, 
thar there is'no vvorſhip acceptable to 
God but thar vyhich is rendered up ro him 
as2 farher and the facher of out Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, "now I nor fipding my ſelf able ar 
that rimeto look npon God, or look up to 
him under this relation of a farher , only 
looking upon him as gracions,merciful,and 
yer withallajultſevere God:this yyas a great 
rfouble romy ſpirit, then did the Lord, by 
rhe miniſtery of h1s:vvord diſpenſed by Mr. 
Knight ut the Chappet ar Hammerſmith, pur 
me -vpopthe*ferious rttoughts of rhar Scri- 
prure wn | fer. J:T, $15 ro 14, t5, 19. ell, 
Which" ar rhat' rames tpo IOES my 
hes =o pg earl 


the Incompes of .Gau you Releever. 34 
hearr in this particular,chaving'nopoweo'2e - 
gainſay the dury- required'wy it,. the Land: 
by | being pleaſed, by the miniltery'of tus: ror: 
ard |} diſpenſed by Mr. Kz:ght,andſomerimes fome : 
10=- others, to come '1ny turther Carry ung: on tThis:: 
hr | vwork thar he hadthus begun in my ſouls; 'en-:/ 
Ins | abling me daily more and more ro 'grofy. up, 
in cowards a more full aflurance and; confident 
hat |} rovling upon and giving up my vyhok: fout: 
ex- | *o Jeſus Chrift;giving mebadily rofeermare 
4- and more my own emptineſs, noctangneſs, 
& the continual ned I ftoodin of himyvich- 
re- out vvhom I now ſaw chat I vvas nothin 
rhe. | nothing,and could have nothing bur only fu 
ks, as alſo rhar fullnets rhat is in kim,roverher 
ro vvitha readineſs to give forth and commu- 
im BICate Our of 1t to poor Creatures, vvha fee 
ſas the needthey have of it, and come. co him 
At for it, vyhich I now defired above all things 
to | {irengrhco do, and that I might go vholy 


aly | our of my ſelf, and come ro him for lite; 
nd chen hearing that Mr. Kmght , and ſome 
__— tevy chriſtians more vvere . va garticring 


by Mo a communion together, I vras 'much 
Ar. rejoyced 1n fpirit at it ſuppoſing rhary hap- 
pur | Pily che Lord might pleaſe ro make it 2 
r1- mercy ro me, 1t {could bur ſee him clear- 
ing up my way, and opening a door for me 
to joyn with them, which work ſeeming for 

Gs D 4 a 
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aume to go on in their defires and inten- 
tions, yerthere was much tear aroſe in.my 
ſpirir concerning it, how I ſhauld be enabled 
to make our my condition fo as that I might 
be approved of, being full of ebbings and 
flowings, ſometimes hoping a little, and 
{merimes again full of fears. 
©* Thus beingat a great ſtand in my ſelf nar 
knowing what to do, but often ſezking the 
Lord: concerning it, who was pleaſed ar latt 
rocnable me tg take up this reiolution, that 
(z#hrough his grace aflitting of me) I would 
: it. upon the trial, relying upon him ro. 
——_ me to make out = himſelf, had 
wrought 1n my ſoul, though in much weak- 
neſs, yer 1 hoped in truth, and this I was 
the more willing unto, thar Scripture or 
Tule-of rhe Apottle being then much'ſer up- 
onthehearr inthe 1 Per. 3.15. Be ready al- 
Ayes to give. an anſwer to every man that atketh 
gox 4 reaſon of the bope that # in you with 
gueekneſs and fear.; and though I was very 
ſenſible of my own diſabiliry hereunto, yer 
rather than to deprive my ſelf of ſuch a be- 
nefit Iwasenabled in ſome meaſure to ſub- 
mit; yet not without many fears and thax 
rang ones too) [that I ſhould nar be accepr- 
edot; the Lord naw enabling me to rake 
pp theſc rhoughss, thar I would, through his 

EY | I: aſſiſtance 
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aſſiftance, do my duty and offer my lelt,- and 
if 'the Lord ſhouldſo order the ſpirics of his 
people ro deny me; 1 did defire tq lee hs 
mind, and to expect (trength from him ro 
ſubmir ro his will, manitciied rhrough ity 
acknowledging it no more nor {o much as 
I had deſerved, confidering with all that my 
defire was chiefly, and in the firit place, ro 
approve my ſelf ro the Lord, and ( if he ſaw 
ic 200d) to his people alſo, bur it other- 
wile my deſire was, (though I knew. not 
how I ſhould be enabled co do it) yer, how- 
ever, to wait upon the Lord, and follow 
him (ill uncill he ſhould fee good to make 
out a way for me; then was there a day 
kepr.to ſeek the Lord on the behalt of Mrs. 
Arnal, which, by providence, I heard of, 
and had a debre to be at, which accordingly 
I did, at which time my ſpirit was much 
ſtirred up racrave the prayers of the people 
of God, rhart the Lord would be pleaſed ro 
pardon all the unbeleeving workings of my. 
corrnpt heart, and thoſe hard rhoughts I 
had had of Cod, and that he would pleaſe 
ro oc1ve in ſuch clear viſions of himſelf, as 
might mighrily increaſe my faich, which 
defres of mine were ſpread before the Lord 
that day. 


Bur having received, at this time ſome 
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Ficrle refreſhings from thoſe inſtruftions the 
Lord was pleated rhen ro communicare by 
Mr. Knight, from Heb.12.5-13, From which 
Scriprure I was alſo convinced that in moſt of 
the chaſtiſements the Lord had ſeen meer to 
Jay me under, I hag either deſpiſed his 
chaſtiſements, or elſe tainted under them,che 
Lord (I fay ) having this day broke in- thus 
upon my heart by his ſpirit, through his 
word, the Divell ſoon begins again with me, 
eakins this opportunity , - I having ſer my 
felf and endeavoured to lay my heart to rhe 
word, and ſee whar comtortable gronnds 
I conld take up, that rhe Lord had indeed 
afflicted me 1n mercy,&c, The Divell now 
begins te indeavour to puffe up my ſpirit 
with a conceipt, that I was able to {peak 
more in this'kind rh1n many others, who 
were ar that rime alſo by him preſented ; bur 
thraugh mercy, this did not paile many days 
before the Lord ſadly ſhewed me my folly 
and werkneſs herein, for a liccle while after 
there was an other dry kept, ro which meet- 
ing I went, and, truely, atrer I came there, 
the Lord fer home chefs wicked rhoughts ro- 
Sether with ſeverall other rhings which 
wronghr ſo upon my ſpirit, chat my heart 
was even overwhelmed within me, 1n {ſo 
much that I could not keep it to my _ 
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but was conſtrained to'diſcover it by my car-/ 
riage > which Mr. K»:ghbr raking norice' of 
ſpake ro me after the exerciſe ; at which rime' 
I was fo farre from. char ability, that Sacharr 
poſſefled me wich choughrs of, rhar I was nor 
able in any meaſnre to ſpeak my heatt ro 
him, but was, as it were, one whom the 
Lord had. giver up ro a dumb ſpinr, and . 
though rhoſe three words, which was all 
thar I could chen ſpeak were, ( rthrongh z 
meer mittake ) ſadly miſ-conitrued by tar; 
yet had I nor power ro ſpeak one word ro 
clear my meaning, ſuppoſing it might 
poſhbly be rhart rhe Lord had fomerhing ro 
ipeak ro me, even chrough rhar miſtake ; 
there was alſo this day a word fer home very 
much on my heut, from ſomeching Mr, 
Mzulborn noted to us which alfo added much 
ro my ſadneſs ; and ir was this, that T had 
prayed, and prayed again and again, bur 
when I had done I nevet looked after rhe re- 
rurns of them, having never yer any exper- 
ence made out to me, thar I durſt, acknow- 
ledge this or that tobe a return of my pray- 
er, nay though the Lord had given in a mercy 
that I had begged of him, I wasiitl, for rha- 
ny years, tempted to beleeve thar ir. had 
been ſo, though I had not prayed, and ſo it 


was not given in as an anſwer to prayer s 


which 
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which did much ear out the ({weetnels of 
thoſe mercies which 1 did enjoy ; in ſo much, 
that ( methinks) I do now even ſtand and: 
admice,whar 1t was that did at that time ſup- 
or my ſpirit, & carry me on ina continued 
| ſeeking of God, being not able, then to re- 

cord an anſwer of prayer at all that I can 
bring to mind. 

However theLord had bezn pleaſed before 
chis time to give me mavy gracious anſwers 
to my poor defires, yet were mine eyes with- 
held from ſeeing them to be ſo, and raking 
the comfort thereof, untill a long after, yea 
ſomerimes ſome years after ſome of them 
were given.in, which yer afterwards the Logd 
was plcaſed ro make out unto me, even be- 
fore the writing hereof. 

But afrer all thisthe Lord, by the adts of 
| his providence, ſeemed much to crofle theſe 
hopes and defires of his people, ip joyn- 
ing in fellowſhip together, which when 1 
heard of, it was a great trouble ro me, who 
oreatly delired the accompliſhment of it, 
ſomerimes thinking that it might be evenfor 
my ſake alone thar rhe Lord had done ir. 

' Ochertimes being tempted to think, that 
if ir had been the Lords ating to work up 
my ſpirit to that pitch that I thought I found 
it wrought up unto, then he wonld alſo have 

| gone 
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oone onto have perfeted my defires, bur be- 
ng again inabled on the other fide to reaſon 
| and 'f thus with my ſelf, that it is my duty to wair 
ſup- Þ patiently upon the Lord and ſubmir ro him, 
nued F as well for the time as for the marrer, I 1n- 
) re- © deavoured ( the Lord afhſting me) to quier 
can } my ſpirit with ſuch rhoughts as rheſe, thar 
rhe Lord might delay ic in much mercy , 

fore I} chat ſo Imight be the more fit for it, when 
vers | he ſhall pleaſe ro accompliſh it, apprehend- 
1ch- JF ing that ſurely he ſaw me nor yer fit for ſuch 
king | a mercy, then did I again rurn tothe Lord, 
yea | and thus defire ro ſubmir ro him, begging of 
nem | him to fir me for ſuch a mercy, and it he ſaw 
.oxd I .it-cood ro afford me the mercy here, if 
be- | nor, thar he would dire& me where ro joyn 
that might be more for his glory and my 

s of I ſoules good. I | 
neſe Thus was the Lord pleaſed to go on well 
»yN-. E nigh a quarter of a year, Riill coming in 
0 I BF with more light and diſcoveries of his love 
who I ro my ſoul, and clearing up rome more and 
it» © more that work which he had begun through 
1ior FF his rich and free grace in my Lord Jeſus, 
in whom I did now defire only and alone 

that II to be found, and not in any of my own 
righteouſneſles, who had now inabled me 
to ſee, to be very lothſome, and abomina- 
ble, though formerly I had roo much dotred 
upon them, Then: 
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[Thevp in the third monerh in the year 

1652, Mr. Knight being gone into the North, 
the Lord was pleaſed by a meer providence 
( as I defire ro look upon-it, not knowing, as 
- yet burrhar I may allo fay as a return of ma- 
ny of my former poor deſires) to ſend Mr, 
Rogers to the meeting at Mr. Kmyht: houſe, 
havipg preached one Lords day betore at the 
Chapp:l at Hammerſmith, which occahoned 
yery ttrong and earneſt deſires in me to hear 
hun again, which now 19id the Lord direQ- 

o him this time to {pzak rnto us concern- 
ing Church diſcipline, which I was yer very 
dark in, which the Lord 1nabled him to give 
-me very much and great. {arisfation, which 
- ptherwiſe T have cauſe to fear I might more 
inconfiderately have ruſhed upon. 

" Thus wasthe Lord pleaſed (I hope in an- 
ſwer tomy, poor defires:) yet farther to clear 
up this way of bis ro me,proving it clearly 
to be the way of the Coſpel and that which 
exery one ought to bz fully fatisfied 1n before 
they enter upon. | 

| This being now more cleared unto me, 
my defires and longings after the enjoyment 
pf Godinrhis Sion, grew more ftrong and 
earneſt, Icontinually mentioning it before 
the Lord. | 

Afcer this really I cannot tell but that ] 

- ſhould 
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ſhould rob the Lord of his glory 1n this par- 
ticular, if I ſhould nor alſo acknowleds/im 
further by my poor experience tro be a Gad 
hearing prayer, for 1found him now alſo (as 
I hope I may to his glory ſpeak ) comming an 
very much as it were fitting me tor thts mer- 
cy, by giving in (our of his own free grace 
to h1s poor unworthy Creature ) yet,a more 
tull and clear fight of his work upon my 
ſoul ; and ſo of my interett in him, by means 
whereof I might now the more comfortably 
offer-up my ſelf into the communion of his 
people; withour a fight of which, I ſhoutd 
hardly, I think;have.preſumed to. have done, 
which work of his the Lord was pleaſed to' 
help on by ſeveral of his Servants in 'Mr. 
Kmphts abſence, as' Mr. Sidrach Simpſon and 
Mr..:Rogers, whomhe. was pleaſed ro make 
1nfrumental for my ſouls advantage and 
comfart at this time, which rhe::Lord rhus 
carried on untill ir was towards the-end of 
the ſeventh monerh: commonly called Sep- 
tember 1n this year 1653. at whichtime:Mr. 
Knight being returned home and remoying 
ro.Faibam, where the Lord opened a door 
for his people to joyn. in communian toge- 
ther according to the Goſpel, . the Lord mow 
offering me this opportunity which Lhad ſo 
mach 1opged for, and his ſervant Mr, Koaughe 
ro 
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-ro whom. I had tormerly .by an other friend 
'1nrimared my defires; he I fay acquainred 
'me with it I durſt nor raſhly deny to' joyn 
- with them, but what fears and tremblings 
there were upon my ſpirit ar this time 1s 
known only to the Lord, for indeed I am 
- notable to expreſs it, inwhich trouble my 
"refuge as formerly was only ro go to-the 
Lord, beſceching andearnelily 1 imporrunins 
him now ro appear and give in diredtion to 
his poor creature, who 1 was now 1n ſuch a 
ftraighr as char ſhe kneiw nor what ro do. 
© Bur (ſo'farre as I know, my own heart ) 
leaning alone upon the Lord and wairmy 
tor his direction, .I went to the place ap- 
inted ro meet in, not. knowing what [I 
ſhould doin ir, raking little or no reſt all che 
: "night before, but coming there next. morn- 
10g avd being (till much opprefled:in-ſpacir; 
in the rutning of. an eye as 1 Were, I can not 
expreſs how or which way my ſpicit was on 
a ſuddain wrought ovyer-to-give my conſent; 
.and foto joyn with chem. 
' They being ( as they conceived ) well 
farisfied in the "long. knowleds they had .had 
of each other, and their frequent converſes 
rogether, ſome whereot vere in order to 
chis very work, which having been much 
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and they ſo long interrupted, and having pur 
up many petitions to the throne of grace 
concerning it ;. Mr, Barker being then pre- 
ſenc and carrying the intended work by pray- 
erand counſel, we joyned tovether in the 
fellowſhip of the Goſpel. _ Bur, this work 
was not performed 1n ſo ſolemn a manner 
as I (for my part ) could have deſired, both 
in ſetting, more time a part to ſeek _the Lord 
together in it, and to have indeavoured tg 
have. aiyen. more full, ſatisfaQion to, each 
other, of the york of God in each others 
hearts, which lay-as a burthen upon my ſpi- 
ric-which I often bewailed before the Lord, 
and alſo moved it 40 ſome of our friends 
that we might yer meet and ſer a, part 2 day 
tothis end, which was not thought meet ax 
that time.; upon, which I beſoughe the Lord 
1t might be noſhindrance to his appearance 
amonelt ns,” for my ſpirit was opprefk with: 
fears of Gods not appearing in the midſt of 
ns, which fears were atthe preſent heightned 
from the mighty rage of Sarhan, in the ſpl 
ritsof many, yea of ſome good men ar thi 
our firſt entrance into communion, laying 
many harſh cenſures upon us, which till pu 
me upon a more narrow ſearch into my own” 
Thus ſeving the rage of ſome apain(t us (2 
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be very great, and trembling in my ſelf to 
thipk lett we by our miſcarriage might give 
them ſome ground to ſpeak evill of us; 'ir 
wrought a great ſadneſs upon my ſpirit, fear- 
ins let we mighr be an occaſion of darkning 
His glory to the.World, which cauſed me 
often to pour ont my ſoul rothe Lord be- 
ſeeching him thar if he had any delight in 
us, he would be pleaſed to afford us his pre- 
ſence, | 
But -1n the very depth of rheſe fears did 

the Lord, by a meer providence, as I was 
opening Mr. Burraughs's book, caſt my eye 
unexpectedly upon the x3 p, of the right 
manner of drawtng nigh to God tn worſhip) 
where Ifound this note; that the beginnings 
of things of Iigh concernment do meer 
ſomerimes with great difficulties and inter- 
raptions; which he gives ſome inſtances ot, 
and ſo adviſeth us not to be offended though 
we ſhould have ſome fad accidents to fall 
Our, at the beginning of- great rhings; tor 
(faith he) notwithitanding this God may 
yet proſper it afrerwards ; the ſerious conſi- 
deration whereof did ar the preſent a little 
refreſh my ſpirit, and ſupport it with a de- 
firero wait toſce whar theLord would pleaſe 
to bring our of it, | | 
_ "Thus havipg) for about 3-moneths ſpace, 

0 | enjoyed 
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enjoyed the ordinances and.the. ſociety of 
his | +16 Cana and thercupon; beginning. ro 
examine my own, heart, what \fruic or benefir 
I had. found by them,,it lay fomewhar ſadly 
upon 'my ſpirit» far being :able.. to. diſcern 
very lictle, then was the Lotd pleaſed by 2 
lecter from Mr, Rogers to hand out ſomething 
which for rhe preſent did a little ſupport and 
cheer my fpirit, therein putting me upon 
the conſideration of this truth, that a Chriſti- 
an growth is not at all times ſenhible, net- 
ther doth the Lord ſee it meer they ſhould 
alwayes grow 1n one kind ,. but thar they 
grow in all parts as well in humilicy and 
{elf abaſement, and in the-fight of our own 
weakneſs, barrenneſs, and unprofitablene 
&c. which is as true a growthas that of fal 
thongh not alwayes fo vihble. © — 
Yer ſome trouble {till lying upon my ſpt- 
rit, wanting a full and clear fiaht of my 1n- 
tereſt in Chriſt,which as yer Ihad only ſome 
vo0d hopes of, bur no ſuch ſercled aſſurance, 
bur chat Z was often tortering backward and 
forward, the Lord having formally and 


. continually, through the miniftery of his 


word diſpenſed often by Mr. K=:gb: and ver) 
—_— a Ks and 71s imes 6" 
foby Mr. Simpſor, by both which che Lord 
was pleaſed tixongly ro conyince me of the 
E £Z diſhonouc 
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diſhonour that I had brought him by my un- 
beleef, which was now the great burthen of 
my ſoul, bur finding much weakneſs of faith 
in me, and an inability to roul ſo fully upon 
God and give glory to him by beleeving and 
taking him upon his word, &c. often fearivg 
that finne and Sathan would yer prevail over 
-me, | 
But the Lord was pleaſed, about the 10 
tmonerh 1652: to draw out my heart exceed- 
ingly to beg of him a large meaſure of 
faith, even that I might be enabled ro ho- 
nour him, as much by beleeving as ever I 
had diſhonoured him through unbeleet, bur 
this ſame month I had this wicked thoughr 
wr tempration thrown with mighty force 
into my ſpirit (ro beat me off from thar 
yo of faich which I then found my ſpiric 
reithing after) v:z, that where the Lord 
oives ſuch great ſtrength of faich, or any 
other grace, he gives alſo as great trials, and 
that cherefore if I had the one I muſt expet 
the ottier alſo, and ſo ſhould not only be a 
means to pull down ſorrows, afflitions and 
trialls upon my own head, bur alfo in lying 
under then, 4hd fo ſadly diſhonour God, as 
now I do, whith at the preſent did fomewhat 
take of the edge of my affetions,and weaken 


my former defires, untill the Lord was 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed to diſcover rome, that it was a meer 
remptation ( whether from Sarhan or m 
own heart, my deceirful,bur ſubrle enemies ; | 
roskare me with ſuch fears ; which rempta- 
tion the Lord was pleaſed to enable me to 
overcome) ( with orief that I ſhould in the 
leaſt parly withir) and again to renew my 
former defires, and withal ro begyais con- - 
tinual preſence with me in all whagever tri- 
alls and canditions he ſhould bring me un- 
der, that he would keep me from diſhonour- 
ing him ynder them, and manifelt himſelf ro 
me through them;and chev to do with me as 
ſeemeth him goad, at 2 

A few dayes after, as I was one Eyening 
writing a letter unto a dear kinſwoman of 
mine, .who at that time lay under ſome ſad 
diſpenſation from theLord,whereupon Itook 
occahon to urge that promite upon her in 
Rong. 8. 28, And we know that all things work. 
together for good to them that love God, &C. 
which, whiles I was indeavouring to prefle 
upon her che Lord was pleaſed to cauſe it ro 
fall with mighty power upon my heart, 
which was ſer home upon my ſpirit not only 
asthat which I ſhould ret upon apd expe&t 
the performance of, bur as that which I had 
had much experience, through all the deal- 
1pgs of God wich me; to haye been conti- 
E 3 nually 
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nualſy made good, ſo rhar the experience 
which the Loxd had givenme of his dealings 
with my ſol for many years ( in all the 
afflictions 'and exerciſes I had lyen rwnder, 
wherher in body,'or mind, in lols of relati- 
ons, ot commforts,'&c, yea the very with- 
holding. We light of Gods face, which is 
life ir (Elf did reftifie ro the truth of this 
word, having beep all of rhem by the Lord 
brought and wrought abour for my o00d , 
the Lotd'ebabling me ro cleave the cloſer 
ro himſelf and rake the faſter hold of him, 
fron the contiderarton of all which, there 
fell this farther hinr, with ſome weight up- 
on tny ſpirit, thar ir ſhould alſo be even ſo 
with me ,'in reſpe& of  rhoſe corruprtions 
char I, was ſtill peſtred with and groaned 


Cy 


under. © 


' But there being yer ( eſpecially ar ſome 


rimes ) many confuſed fears upon my * ſpirir 
which T covld give very little reaſon for , 
upon ' the ſecond* day © of the* eleventh 


monerh i652. being rhe tuft} day of 'the 
week, the Lord was en yet furrher ro-. 


- 


appear with a very feafomble word ro'thy 

foul, vwhich did mnch'refreſh ir ; ir vvas 

thus, Mr. X»igbr being in the afternoone 

(in his mipifiery at Fatbam) upon that 
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Scripture in Heb, 2. 1, 2, 3. (tirring us vp'ro 
hearken diligently to Jeſus Chritt, and not to 
1 |} ler any of his words at any timeflip out of our 
r, Þ hearts;whence alſo he took occation to Com- 
i- BY fort the people of God upon this accompt, 
1- | that Chrilt ſhould think cheir eares worthy 
is Not hearing his voice, & that he ſhould not al- 
is I ways ſend his meſlengers;nor make uſe of 1n- 
-d I firuments, bur ſhould often rather as it were 
chuſe ro ſpeak himſel ; at which words the 
er | Lord was pleaſed to touch my heart, andto 
n , | make it ſweetly ro-melr before him, with joy 
re [| torthink rthar Chrift ſhould thus ſpeak ro my 
p- © ſoul, as I now ſaw he had done by him 2 
ſo Þ| years before, vyho yvhen he had vitited me! 
ns Þ© vvith char fore loſs of my deat parent, and 
>4 | caſt me and my Morher both upon our fick 
beds, neither of us being able to ſpeak ro 
1e' | each other, yea when no friend or creature 
ir I either could, or did indeavour to ſpeak a 
r, | vvord of comfort ro my poor foul, which 
th © vvas in a molt ſad condition for vvant of a 
he' I clear fight of God under all theſe diſpenſa- 
ro [tions of his rowards me, vvhohavins, asic 
ny Þ vvere, by his own hand ( as I now really be« 
as | iceve he did) ſhut up and fop'd all other 
ne. | Mouths, yer that now the Lord Jeſus ſhould 
chooſe to ſpeak himſelf, as I tound he had 
done in ſome meaſure, ſupporting my ſpirit, 
E 4 yyluck 
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which vvas ready to finck and give up under 
the heavy burthen ir lay, both of the ſenſe 
of guilt and wrath, all vvhich bing pur ro- 
other, Oh! hovy didrhe fiohr of his love 
both melr and chear my hearr | | 
' Thendid rhe Lord alſo, rhe next day, be- 
ing the ſecond day of the ſame vveek, bring ro 

mimd and rhoughrs thoſe vvords that are 
recorded of Job, in Job g. 11, vvhich after I 
had pauſed a little upon, contrary to my in- 
tention or thoughts; I vvent on (Ull reading 
though: but in a briefe quick vvay (being 
Kraightned of time for it vvyas late in the 
Evening ) bur Irook a view of the vvhole 
book of Job, untill I camerothe end of it, 
andthe thing in general that vvas'hinted to 
me, andfell upon my ſpirit from the whole 
vas this,thar none of al: Fobs friends vvho in- 
deayored to ſpeak to him could neither hint 
out 2 yvord of comfort, or of convictionzto 
him 1p this ſad eftate;nene of all their vvords 
taking hold at all upon his ſpirit, untill God 
himſelf 'came ro ſpeak, and rhen one word of 
God doth ir;makwsg himery our job40.4 5. 
Behold 1 an wvite, what ſhall I anſwer thee, 1 will 
lay. my haud upon my month, Once have 1 ſpoken: 
bac 1 will nat anſwer, yeatwice but 1 will proceed 
uo further ;] and again Jeb 42. 5, 6. # bave 
bearaef- thee by the bearing af. the ear, but nom 
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mine eye (eeth thre, therefore I abhorre my ſelf, 
and repent in duſt and aſtes;\ that was ( asI 
conceive) when God ſpake, which cauſed 
me ſtrongly to refle& upon mine own heart, 
thereby calling ro mind how many inftructi- 
ons, convictions, and comforts have been 
from rime ro time for many years paſt by 
ſeveral friends and ſervants of God held our 
ro me,which never took any holdar all upon 
my ſpirit, bur when Cod himſelf will cake 
in hand to ſpeak,he can bring things paſt and 
oone quite back again ( as he did the Sun up- 
ont he Dial of Abaz, 2 King. 22.11.) and 
bring them freſh into memory and cauſe the 
ſoul ro ſee his hand and work 1D all; and ſo to 
abhorre ir ſelf for thoſe abominable unbe- 
leeving thoughts, and jealoufhes of God 
that have been upon its heart, when as the 
Lord hath ( as it were) took all opportu- 
nities to beget in the ſoul good and honoura- 
ble rhoughts of him. 

Then hearing this ſame night, thar 
Mr. Simpſon was net morning being the 
third day of tnis week ro begin his lecture 
in Friday ſtreet, to which I had a great defire 
to go, Which accordingly I did, though with 
ſome outward inconyeniences and bodily 
danger, defiring of the Lord, that as he had 
begun in ſome good meaſure to ſhine in up- 
i 4 Vi; : : on 
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on my heart this week, ſo that he would 
pleaſe to make this bleſfled opportunity let- 
tivs my ſoul have a fight of himſelf through 
that word that ſhould be held out ro me. 

Thus waiting and depending upon the 
Lord for his appearance through this inſtru- 
ment of his, I went to London, at which 
' time Mr. S:mpſor contrary ro the expeRta- 
tion: of moſt of his hearers ( and as I was 
rold } to his own 1ntentions the week be- 
fore,had his eye and meditation turned and 
fixed uponthat grand promiſe in Gez, 3.15. 
which 1 do- not know but thar I may look 
npen as..a ſpecial providence, in which the 
Lord might aim, even art the eſtabliſhmegnt 
of my poor and unſetled ſpirit, which bur 
the week before was exceedingly caſt down, 
the Lord having (as I conceived) much 
diſappointed my expectation even of his own 
appearance. 

In the entrance upon which Scripture and 
opening of it he ſhewed us, that theſe words 
in Ges, 3, were ſpoken and denounced as 
a ſevere rhreatning to the Divel,and nor at 
all ſpokeneither tothe man, or to the wo- 
man, yer did they contein in them a moſt 
bleſſed promiſe, yea all the promiſes which 
the Lord left both for Adam and Eve to lay 


hold upon, from the conhderation of _ 
( ne 
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he took oCcahon to provoke us ro lay hold 
upon all: the hints of God andro Ir none 
ot them ſlip in any diſpenſation of his ro us, 
yea» totake notice” of every word of pro- 
miſe or cotafort that God holds our' though 
inthe midit of ſevere threatning, as this here 
was, in the-further proſecution of which he 
pur vs upon ſuch thoughts as theſe, rhar 
that ſoul' which 1s indeed made eo hunger 
and thirſt after Jeſus Chritt would be ready 
ro ſnatch & catch at the leaſt crum of mercy, 
yea were tre ſoul indeed found of Chritt 1t 
would be-ready to beleeve upon very {mal 
orounds : there was alſo ar this rime;' that 
Scripture cited by him which we find record- 
ed Eſai, 50. at the beginning, where the 
Lord ( as hz ſhewed vs ) ſeemerhro be very 
angry with that ; eople who though they had 
played rhe harlor, and rherefore deſerved 
juſtly ro be pnr away ,' yet was the Lord 
wrath with them, becauſe they ſaid he had 
put them away when as-yert he had nors and 
therefore demanded of them 'where their, 
bill of divorce was; which together with 
ſeveral other precious truths rhen' hinted 
to us, rook- very much on my hearr- and 
creafly refreſhed it, even upon after reviews 
alſo, but roallrhis rhe Lord was pleaſed ro! 
add one blefled opporruniry more that —_ 

| where- 
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wherein he ſpeak abundantly and, I hope, 
—_y tq my heatt by that ſervant of his 
Mr. Knight ar that leQure at the Chappel ar 
Fulbam, the very next morning ( being the 
fourth day of the week, ) ſending his ſervant 
as it were on purpole to ſpeak ta me in par- 
cicular,and to open,untald, and expound all 
_ thoſe gracious vilits of. Chriſt ro my poor 
foul, when it fare even in the valley and ſha- 
dow.of death, ſhut up as it were in darkneſs 
and inaneſtate of nature, ſhewins me how 
the Lord, even then, came in with light and 
life to me; as alſo when I was under dark 
afflitions, and ſad apprehenfions of the 
wrath ot Gad,- from whence I canceived 
them to proceed, in which eſtate alſo was 
the Lard pleaſed ſweetly to vifit my ſoul, as 
alſo when I lay under darkneſs of unbeleefe 
being full of doubts, and fears; and jealouſies 
of God, &c. at this ſeaſon and trom this 
Scripture Luk, 1.78, 79. was the Lord plea- 
ſed to unfold my ſoul char which I never 
had ſuch a fight of, how he had indeed viſited 
my ſoul in all theſe eſtates, as alſo what rhe 
- iſſues of rheſe his vifitations were, how he 
came in with lighe and life 1n all theſe con- 
ditions, which the Lord now being pleaſed 
ro open my eyes to ſee, my foul was even 
ſwallowed up in the apprehenſion of > 

We 
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knowing how to blefle and praiſe his 
name ſufficiemly for theſe his :appearan- 
Ces. | 

Thus did the Lord follow on with ore 
mercy and diſcovery upon the neck of ano- 
cther>which all depended upon,and as it were 
opened one another, for this laſt day did rhe 
Lord diſcover in particular to my ſoul what 
thoſe hints and gracious vititations on my 
ſoul, wherein all theſe condirions which 
the day before he raught me I was to take 
ſuch ſpecial norice of ; inthe remaining part 
part alſo of the week was the Lord pleaſ:d 
ro 20 Oh to ſettle and farther open theſe 
rruths, and give me to ſee his mighty hand 
and outſtretched arm all along 1in1c. 

The next Lords day, being the ninth of 
this eleventh monerh 1652. the Lord was 
pleaſed alſo ro come in throngh that  mt=- 
niftery he hath placed us under at Falham, 
with a ſeaſonable word to back all rhis 
which was ſpoken by our Paſtor Mr. K:ght, 
from Heb. 2, 2. that the words of God they 
are ſtedfaſt words,abiding words,words that 
ſhall certaifly abide and be accompliſhed in 
their ſeaſon, - 

Thus intheſfe eight days;now laſt paſt,hath 
the Lord, throngh and by his word and ſpi- 
rit, been pleaſed to give into my ſoul a dif- 


coyery 
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covery of his gracious vihtations of* me fg 
-lo many years palt. | 

And truly Ithink, Iſhould much rob th 
:Lord of his Glory, if I ſhould nor acknow. 
lede him a God hearing prayer, who wa 
pleaſed, even at this time, in my apprehen: 

fon io eminently to appear , that I waz 

canitrain2d 1n ſpirit tro acknowledg it and 
did; and do deſire that he may have the glo- 
ty of it. 

The Lord having of late thus begun to 
manielt his loving kindneſs ro my ſoul;there 
was at this time, from Row. 13. I. this 
.tcuch ſet home mightily upon, my hearr, 
char chiscime of Gods appearance in way of 
love and mercy, &c. was the only blefled 
time inthe world to that ſoul ro whom he 

thus appears, and a time which ſhould of 
all rimes in rhe world be taken ſpecial no- 
Tice of,and carefully improved, from whence 
I had furcher many ſeaſonable inltruRtions 


as 
That I ſhould walk in the fielic of Gods 
conmenance while I emoy it, yea 
_ Andwork init whiles I had it, before or 
left darkneſs come, Fob.12.35,36.8& Jeh.g.4 
,yezcodo good inthis time and opportumity, 
whiles God thus ſhines upon the hearr, Gal, 
6. 10, yea and to improve it to this __ 
a 


the Incomes of God to 4 Beleever. 63 
lay up in ftore a good foundation for time 
rocome, even as men do in their tradings 
rob the in the marrers of this world, 1 Tis. 6. 175 
-know} 1819. yea, to redeem this time,Epheſ. 5.16; 
ho wad to think nothing too much to buy it out 
prehen/ſſ] of the hands of huckſiers, out of the hands 
- | wad of all other buſinefles what ever in this 
it and world. | 

he glo-fl And here I muſt needs ſay, thar though 
our Paſtor {pake much to this purpoſe, and 

gun to that ſeerly, a while fince from 2 Cor. 6. 2. 
1l;thereſſf Behold now 75 the acceptable time , behold now 
Li. this # the day of Salvation , yer did it not rake up= 
hearr, on my heart in that way) as theſe fey hints 

way of didfor the Lord had nor then appearedro my 
bleſſed} foul in thoſe manifeſtations of love, as he did 
10m heſafcerward, and how ever theſe Scriptures 
ould offi do chiefly referre as I conceive to the time 
ial no-FWot the Goſpel,;and Gods love to the ſouls of 
whenceſmen, in bringing of them home to himſelf; 
ions; yer that truth which was at rhis time chiefly 
fer upon my heart was from the conſiderati- 

f Gods|ſe2 of this preſent hint of cime, wherein 
he Lord through his rich grace inmy Lord 


me for 


fore orfiſelus Chriſt had been pleaſed to cauſe his 
oh. 9.4. $$2c< to ſhine upon my foul. 

rcumcy}f The very next day, being the 13 of this 
t, Gal, Wnoneth, in the morning when I was awa- 


end, c0 
Lay 


ied as I lay in my bed Ihad har Scriprure 
in 
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an. Zxk, 13. 11, brought freſh ro my mind 
{ of that womari whom Sathan had bowed 
theſe eighteen years, verſ. 16. whom Chrif 
Jooſed) with a perſwaſion, before eyer I be. 
gan to count it that the time of my Thral- 
dome under Sathan and finne would run pa 
ralel with this, as alſo my condition, fc 
ſaich rhe rexr, ſhe had a ſpiric of infirmity 
end was bowed togerher ſo as {lie could in 
no wiſe lift up her ſelf, and truly rhus I found 

+, 2t had beenwith me for many years, I had 
been bound by Sathan under unbeleefe, and 
the corruptions of my own heatt , and ſo 
bowed together, as I could in no wiſe lift 
up my felt, ſo as ro give glory to God by 
beleevino, and as for the time when I came 
to Count It, from the firſt time that the Lord 
was pleaſed to touch my heart with a, fight, 
and ſenſe of my wretched condition, and 
thereupon to occaſion much trouble of ſpirit, 
which was as I conceive, about the year 
1635: which reckoned untill the end of the 
year 1652; which was the firſt time that 
ever the Lord,did, upon real ſolid grounds 
ſpeak any abiding word of comfort to me;| 
and ſoin any meaſure loofing me from thoſe 

bands, and I did find it to be juſt 18 years. 
 < This ame morning alſo. a lictle while 
after there fell an other Scripture upop my 
Call, 
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heart, which Ifound recorded in Pſal, 129: 
I,2. Many a time have they affutied me from 
my youth may Iſrael now ſay, many a- time have 
they affitted me from my youth, yet have. they not 
prevailed: againſt, me ; and hath it not been 
thus with my ſoul > many a tzme hath it been 
aMiced with remptations, and corruptions, | 
bur through mercy they have not yer rorally 
prevailed over me. . ... : 
There was alſo rwo other Scriptures im- 
mediarte!y after this, ſer upon my heart this 
morning, as firſt, that in Pſal. 34. 6. This 
poor man cryed and the Lord heard him and 
ſaved him out of all hw troubles: even ſo this 
pRor ſoul of mine hath cryed unto the Lord 
in my fears, and he. hath ( bleſled -be his 
name) heard me.and gracioully delivered me 
our of all the fears and troubles that ever 
yet lay von me, : 

Ando back this for the future, there was - 
immediacetly thar Scripture brought ro my 
mind in Joh. 5. 19, He ſbail delver thee 1n ſix 
troubles, yea in ſeven there ſhall no evill touch 
thee : the meditation whereof was exceeding 
ſweet to my ſoul, but whilſt my ſoul lay 
under theſe enjoyments from the Lord, 
(which for a time even ſwallowed up my 
beact inthe admiration of him ) yer noty 
with{tavuding- ſuddenly: after, finding, my 

F heart 
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heart exceedingly tiraightned ro blefle and 
praiſe' the name of this my God, in ſuch a 
manner and meafure as my ſoul defired, for 
alt cheſe- wonderfull appearances- re-me, I 
had this perſwaſion ftronely darred into me, 
that the Lord had ſome ſharp affliction ſud- 
denly to lay upon me, which I was fully 
poſlefied with expeRation of, which cauſed 
me to pour out my ſoul before the Lord, 
beſeeching him to fir me for it, and ſanRifie 
it unto me , 'whar ever it ſhould be, nor 
knowing 1n what way or manner for to ex- 
ir, apprehending it to be ſome ſorer 
ſtroke than a little bodily affliction, and be- 
cauſe I apprehended rhat the ſadeft ourward 
affliction that could come ro me was the 
parting with my dear Mother; I did therefore 
ftraightway apprehend this would be the 
trial ; at the thoughts of which I was at the 
reſent ſomewhar ſtartled, but within a 
ew dayes onthe 23 of this eleventh moneth 
was the Lord pleaſed to vifir my poor body 
with mnch bodily diftemper, which ſeazed 
ſo upon my vitall ſpirits, and ſo over-poured 
them,which together with other diftempers 
lay ſomewhat heavy vpon the fleſh, in and 
undzr which (it 1 know my own heart) 
the oreate(t patt of my trouble was that 1 


-- could not find out whit the mind of the 


Lord 
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Lord was init,;-in which inquiry. there/was 
ſome things the;which: were.rhen preſented 
ro me as the ground of itz 25/forinltances 
The firlt thing that was .darted: 10to me + 
was that the Lorddidirto put a ſtop tame - 
in this very. a& of | recording the loves, of 
the Lord ro my ſoul, who hath carried me 
as upon Eavles wipgs,and as'1t. were ſer mg 
aloft, 'Exod. 19. 4. ſo as noafflition. or did- 
pr hath been able. r0-,do: me hurt 3 
ut have born, yea forborn me. and carried 
me all che dayes a old, as he did hiq;people- 
Iſrael, notwithianding all my rebellions, 
Eſa. 63. 9310, 12,15) 16; and this ſuggelti- 
on for ought 1 know mighr come even from. 
Sathan himſelf, chough I' confeſle it was 
preſented upon a very faire accounts inlinu- 
aring into me that it was out of che pride of 
my ſpirit, which pur me upon this ation, 
which cauſed my ſoul ro make irs addreſs 
to che Lord, beſeeciing him to ſearch 'mg. 
and try my heart ayd my reines, and with- 
all begging of him, that if there were any. 
ſuch corruption in the botcome which was 
not yet diſcovered to me, that he wauld 
be pleaſed to reveal it, and: ſo pur a ſtop 
fÞ me in any aftings whatſoever upon any 
uchi accour, -. . .. 


And thovgh vos | the Ariien ſearch and 
| inqui- 


68 .'- Holy Bxperiments of 
rmquiry that I was able-to imak:' into my 

owti hearty Ticoald find licrle ground why I 
ſhould 'alrogecher conclude/with Sarhan in 

this, YEt rhe very fear of it did for the ſpace 

of half 'a yeat'ar leaſt,-( if I miſtake mor ) 

cauſe this work- to' ceaſe, amill it was a- 

Sainfet with ſome weight uporrmy ſpirit;as 

chat which might make for the glory of my 

Lord, and perhaps (though weakly) ftammer 
out his praiſe,when I ſhall be gathered into 
1nto my duſt, who was ſo unable to ſpeak 
i out if my hte; and this I both did, and 
do the rather beleeve, to proceed from Sa- 
than, the great enemie of Soules, becauſe 
I find the Saints through the Scripture ſo 
ready to declare what great things the Lord 
had done for their ſoules, Pſal. 34. 2. 8& 
66. 16. 1-Twn, 1,13,14 T5, 16, Aft, 22, 
there was alſo ſnddenly after this preſented 
ro Mey, as one thing that the Lord 
micht aim at in; this rouch' of his, even to 
mind,me that I had not that degree of com- 
paſſion or felloiv feeling, as I ought, of 
- That afition which in ſome reſpe& inthe 
ſame kind ( though in a greater degree ) 
lay upon-our- Siſter eAr2at by reaſon of a 
oreat feaver, and' doubtleſs there might be 
ſomerhivg in this, thoueh 1 ſhould alſo 
wrone- my ſelf, ſhonld 1 nor —— 
24 EP muc 
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much and continued working'in-my_ heart 
for and rowards her, which:oft occahoned 
an in © metoſpread her condiribn- before che: Lord 
ſpace according tomy poor meaſure; ©! 
nor ) Bur upon the 25 of this -11 moneth, in 
yas a- NW the night, I had hictleorno rett, by reaſon 
rit,as i of the great diftemper which - lay- upon 
of my © me; and really I do not well know: wether 
mmer | the dittemper 'of my body-er my mind were 
] into i the greater, bur both meeting, it lay ſome- 
ſpeak © what heavy upon che fleſh, which 'thoughc 
d, and £ itſelf ready ro give up underic, bur: (my 
m Sa- EW thoughts | being continually working) I 
:cauſe £ found in my ſpicit a great narural -reluRancy 
Ire (o | againſt dearh, which ſeemed ar- times; -- as 
Lord it were, to approach , often thinking char 
2, & | it was:not poſlible: in natural reaſon that I 
&. 22, © conld continue untill morning, yer ſaid-I 
ſented © dothing, fot fear of affrighting my Morher, 
Lord £ yer had I alfo berween times a great deſire, 
vento | togerher with a kind of” perſwafion , ' that 
com- iſ for all this 1 ſhoutd beenabled ro hear Mr, 
t, of Knight next morning, whoſe turn it was 
inthe W to preach ar che Chappel art Fulham ; thus 
ore) (Ifay) finding'in my fſpiric, ſome kind of 
n of a reluctancy ar death, of which conſidering a 
ohr bel little, ( ir being: char corruption which I ' 
d alſo] thought had now beer in ſome good mea- 
ſurecrucified, bat ) _—_— it fill ro work 
| 3 vp 
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 Up'Was no {inal trouble ro me, which co- 
vether with many:other fears thac lay upon 
my Tparir as thar-1 ſhould.nor. be: inabled 
co ſanctifie the. 'name of God- or. honcur 
himupder this afliftion, which was indeed 
the ground' of my-crouble at the approach 
of-deathyand (it I know my heart 16 any 
merſure') char only,. which I reſolved 1n- my 
ſfef rordeclare to fome friend I ſhould meer 
ir Bxlban nexc day, if the Lord ſhould pleate 
xoenable me to go,andſo beg their remem- 
brapce'at the 'thrane of grace; bur being 
enabled roconliter:tberter of it, I was given 
£& ſee thar ic was:Hothing bur a meer rem- 
ptarion 'ro dittentt rhe power rand love of 
God; 'to think:as 1f he ſhould now. bring 
"me into rhat condition that he 'yyvould- not 
carry methorough: whereupon was enabled 
ro gather up my ſpirits a lutle and; in ſome 
betrer 'meaſure ro ſubmir to: the hand and 
will of my Farher which '1 was 'now af- 
fared ſhould certainly end in his glory and 
my 2vod : and rothis end, I was: now alſo 
enabled again to call over that blefled pro- 
Miſe in Roms. 8.:28, That all things ſball work) 
ea work together for good to them that love 
God;&c. which'promite I had-ofren-found 
by experience had been made' good ro my 
foul,-and yas therefore much troubled that 
. x : ; ' NEED any 
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any diftcuſtful thoughts {ſhould ariſe 19 me 
concerning it, divers other promiles allo 
before mentioned were now brought ro my 
mind, and wrought afreſh upon my hearry 
which did exceedingly refreſh my fparit z 
fo that the firſt refreſhmenc which I tound 
was in my ſpirit, and after that was a lictle 
quieted, I had a lutle ſhort ſlumber, and 
did the Lord ſo farre mittigare my bodi- 
ly diftemper, as that it. did nor hinder. me 
from that blefled opportupiry next day 
though. accompamed with much bodily 
weakneſs, | 
| Bur upon the 2 day of the 12 moneth 
1652. Itound my diftemper of body much 
abated, in ſo muchas I thought it was now 
quite gone, but that very night was the 
Lord pleaſed to return, yea to heighten it, 
conltraining me to keep houſe cerrain days, 
whereby I perceived that this work upon 
my ſoul was not yet accompliſhed, nor I 
tully acquainted with his.mind and will in 
itwhich was ſome trouble rome,whereupon 
I again beſought che Lord to. acquaint me 
with his mind and will in it, and to ;fanRti- 
he it unto mezgiving me an heart to ſubmir 
to whatſoever he had yer further ro lay upon 
me, in which I alſo ſought che prayers of his 
people upon the 6 of this moneth, | 
| | F 4 Bur 
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* But'vpon the ſeventh day of this moneth, 
Providence offering fome occaſion whereby 
Twas pur uponthe rhovghts of parting with 
my Aunt Dog get,who was upon remove into. 
the Country; with many ttronghrs there a- 
bouts, which were now'brotght ro my 
mind , which occafioned ſuch a heavyne 

ro poſſeſs my ſpirit,upon other accounts alſo 
which came in'to adde to the orher+: in ſo 
much that I was even as it were ovetwhelm- 
ed with 1t, untill I'was enabled co vent it 
Before the 'Lord ; at -vvhich rime he vvas 
pleaſed to diſcoyer ro, me, rhat this vvas 
mMeerly to rerurn as it vvere from the Lord 
ro-the creature, for comfort andfapport, as 
If he yvere not able abundantly'to'make up 
tn himſelf the vvant of ſuch « comfort; and 
relationgif he ſavy meer ro deprive me of it ; 
the thoughts of vvhich did much grieve ine - 
then dtd the Lord alſo ſhevy me hovy I had 
eontinnaHy provoked him im this kinde, by 
teaning upon ſuch poor reeds; and diging to 
my ſelf ſuch poor pits, {uch broken Citterns, 
as could indeed hold no vvater; and in rhe 
mean time too much negleX him the foun- 
tain 'of- living vvarers; Feri2.1 36 es 
( Yea while I was thus'ponring ont my ſoul 
before him, and lamenting my miſerable 
ang wretched folly , he was pleaſed alſo ro 
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calt my rhoughrs upon rhar part ef Scripture, 
I find recorded in 1 King. It. 9. How the 
Lord was angry with Solomon becauſe bis heart 
was turned from the Lord God of Iſrhel, 
which had appeared to bim twice ; even foI 
"Ml , the Lord had juft cauſe ro be angry 
ich me, 'that I ſhould thus again return 
to the creature, andas ir were, make a God 
of it, yea after ſuch eminent appearances of 


his ro my ſoul. | 
' The ſame day did rhe Lord bring tomy 
mind thar ſevere threatning againſt Moab, 
who had been 'ar eaſe from his yourh, 
and was ſerled on his lees, who had' not 
been empried from' veſſel ro veſſel; 'neither 
had gon into captivity, and therefore his 
take remained in him, and his fent was 
not changed, Jer. 48. 11, now finding this 
viven by rhe Spirit of God, as the reaſon 
why his ſent remained, even becauſe he had 
not been emptied, &c. 1 could nor but ſtand 
ind wonder, 'what' reaſon could be given 
of the corruptions in my hearr, whom the 
Lord had nor 1eft ar'eaſe, but had ofcen'emp- 
tied from veſſel to veſſel, as it were trying al- 
wayes and means. with me, and yet that I 
fhonld ill favour ſo muck of the'earrh, 
and of the old man,and ſhould till ſo incline 
to depend vpon an'arm. of fleſh; 2 Chreoy. 
32, 


4 
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2.3, Jer. 17, 5. and not the rock of A- 
ps ER | 

The next morning, as I lay in my bed, 
I had a ſecret perſwaſion darted into me, 
that the Lord was even now anſwering a 
great defire of my ſoul, that I have ofren 


| dy a long time delired, that the Lord would 


pleaſed to ſearchand try my reins and my 
hearr, and to reveal it ro my ſoul, that I 
might ſee what was in the bottome of my 
heart, eyen as he ſaw it, and that to char 
tnd he would pleaſe to curn the very infide 
of my heart outward, and anatomize it 
efore my eyes» and ſurely the Lord hath 
been along time, yea for many years, emp- 
tying me tram veſlel to veſlel, and turning 
me, as it were, nphde down, laying me 
under variety of conditians, and diſpenſa- 
tions, -ſametimes under mercies, ſome- 
times ;aflicions , ſometimes one affliction, 
ſometimes an other, ſometimes under ſcoffs, 
ſcornes,. injuries, wrongs from neer rela- 
tions, ſomerimes ſickne(s, weakneſses, pains, 
bodily trialls, fpirituall exerciſes, under the 
wer of corruptions and remptations 
of all ſorts, and in all conditions, and 
I hope his end is in and by all to purge 
away my dregs, yea, I hope he is now 1n 
this preſent affliction making a — 
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of my own heart too, ſheyvinig me how apt | 
it. is £o depart fromthe living God, andio 
ſeek fullneſs of contentment and ſatisfatipn 
in poor empty things» '\wHith -the Lord 
orant I may fo fee as never pore co purtue 
atter chem.. > 32 11-431 | 
Then did theLord(the ſareench of this T2, 
mopneth 1652. being the fourth day of the 
week, and our Paſtors turn 40;preachy ſea- 


ſonably backe this former canviction -which 


lay upon my heart, the Lord-being pleaſed 
that' day boch through him-as pr. by his 
own{pitit, to ſpeak many ſeaſonable words 
ro-my {oul, ſewing me that; indeed, -the 
true reaſon why 1 .had wandered ſo. long un 
a valt howling wilderneſs without the clear 
fFght of his blefledface, (which as he now 
ſhewed me ) was becauſe :I had nor indeed 
oiven up my ſelf.to the guidance-and lead- 
1ng-of -Jeſus Ghrift, bur would be gadding 
about to find my own way and paths of my 
own. Jer. 2. 33» 36« and therefore 1t Was 
uit wich - God to deal with: me as he did 
with ſrael of old, and bring me back again, 
cauſing me with ſorrow to-uyravel all that 
I had done, and acknowledg it-ro be my 
folly 'and. madneſs ro thipk ro find the 
path -of life and glory by any actings 
of my-own without a clear going out of 

| | my 
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my ſelf, and by faith laying hold upon the | 
righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chritt on- 


Yea, as Iſrael of old, upon every new 
fcaighr, difficulty , or danger, (till fell to 
murmuring againſt the Lord, and againſt 


- his ſervants,'even'ſo was it with my wretch- 


ed heart, how ready was it upon-every oc- 
cafion or diſpenſation of God ro me, to 


' repine, murmur, and cry out, why is it 
" thus with me;/ſurely if he had any love to 
' me it would not 2 &c. | 

+..." Yea asthey did many of them, intheir 
' hearts, return back again'into <Ag pr, after 
"God had moſt eminently appeared to them, 
- and gone beforerhem: and 'with them, even 
thus I aw it was wik- ty wretched heart : 
oh! how ready is it {till 'to return back 
- to the creature for comfort > &c. yea,wirh 
 Demasto/returnagaim tothis preſent world 


coo muck”! (and thar after {uch-appearances 
of God to me!) did not the Lord ever and 


anon pur: mein mind, and tirme, and ſhew 


me what was 1n my hearr. 
Yeay as' Iſrael '1n'their mucrmuring  di(- 


© contenit:cryed out, would God: we had dyed 
- In egypt, even ſodid: tny wretched heart ; 
: ſeeing che difficulty':and .danger* which I 

apprehended did atrend>the way to heaven 


and 
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| and therefore 'fearing. I ſhould fall ſhore | 


and be overcome: of. Sarhan ' one rime ; or 
other, and ſo brought to hell for my fins, ina . 
murmuring repining way at the yatious 
adminiſtrarions:of God ro me; ofren wiſh'd: 
would God I had dyed in the womb. 
' And as they for this: murmuring were 
cauſed rv wander in the wilderneſs untill 
rheir carcafes were wafted away, and never 
ſuffered ro poſleſle that good land, or ſee it; 
many -of them; even ſo how juflly mighr 
rhe Lord have dealt rhus wich me, and have 
cauſed me ro wander in this vaſt deſokate 
wilderneſs, in my felt, untill nor only my. 
body, which in a great meaſure did > but 
untill my very ſoul thould pine away.10 me ; 
bur rhar ever rhe Lord ſhould give ſuch an 
nnworthy wretch any fights of: that good 
tand, to ſee thoſe bunches of grapes,'&c. 


that are there 1n. abundance, and to: haye 


any ſmal taſte: of them, oh! the riches of 
char grace how unſearchable and untadome- 
abte is this loving kindneſs and mercy? Theſe 
and many orher ſweer diſcoveties of him- 
ſelf, and of my own heart, was the Lord 
pleaſed 'ro give forth into my ſoul this 
day, both by .his word and ſpirit, ſhewing 
me my madneſs and folly in nor ſtaying uv 
all my waye; to ſee Chriit go before me, and 
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gud? and lead''me, | bur running; before 
m upon wayesof my own, which the Lord 
had juttly and righreouſly, ( yea' I hope in 
rhe greacelt' mercy) blaited ro me, which 
the Locd graft may never more be ſeenin or 
found done by me. G - | 
.* Then upon the third day of the firſt 
moneth 1653. being a day ſer apart by rhe 
Parliament tor a publick faſt thoroughour 
the Common-wealth, Mr. Kmyght and Mr, 
Smalwod with ove more kept the day at 
Fulbam, _ | 
- Mr. Smalwood began the day, and ſhew- 
ed us that ir was prophefied concerning 
Chriſt , that He ſhould come as a warrier 
amongſt the Gentiles, and that the chiet 
fear of this his ſpiritual warre (to let go 
thar- of his proyidential Kingdome) is in 
the hearrs of his people, rhere being the 
fear of the greateſt oppoſition againlt him, 
Shewing us that the principal thing thar 
man ſerterh up in his heart againſt Chriſt is 
his own righteouſnels, & therefore Chriſt wil | 
come to wage warre tn that heart where 
this is ſeared and fer up againſt him. 


.- Which, rhrough orace,, gave me a f(iehr 


clearly of the rrue reaſon of all thoſe com- 
bultions, hurries, frighrs, and cumults in my 


keart for many years rogether, that it was 
FF be-- 


becauſe Chriſt was com 


the Incomes of God 10.4 Bulecuer, 57S 
'there,. as a war- 
rier to pull down thoſe fortifications that 
] was making to keep him out, ro wit, my 
friving and endeavouring, mighr and main, 
roſet up my own righreouſneſs roo much; 
and bleſſed for ever be rhat you thar thus 
many wayes both prevented it, ahd alſo 
went on difcovering the evill of it-ro-mez 
many ſweer refreſhments alſo were himted 
out to my ſoul this day, by the Lord, through 
this his ſervant, which came in with ſuch 
mighty power-upon my heart, as that I can- 
not but;record them. | 
| Having now thus ſhewen us where it 1s 
that this ſeat of this warre of Chriſt is, he 
then came afterwards to ſhew what kind 
of warre he doth thus wage 1n the hearts of 
his people, which he ' opened to be the 
ſame thar he waged in the world in his 
providential kingdome;that is,borh an offen- 
ve,and a detenfive warre. | 
Firſt, an offenſive warre againſt fin, guilt, 
and Sarhan, ye againſt all ſpiritual wicked- 
nefles in the heart, Col. 2. 15. yea in Row, 9, 
3. he is ſaid ro condemn finne 1n the fleſh 
that is, he hath pur ir our of his office, he hath 
aken away the weapons of finne, finne was 
our ruler Dro Chriſt came, but when he 
comes he puts it out of office, takes away vor 
| | ©B5- 
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| brings downthe prid- of that & rebellion of 
that, and then the out-works theſe high 


_ trodden down.,and fin hath its deadly wound, 


takes occalion and advantage from our, 


only the power bur the guiltzyea, makes a 
greatdeal of difference between a neighbour 
and a malter ;. as long as you are here below 
you wilfindfin a neighbour, it wil be viſtting 
of you, and coming into your hearts. often, 
yea and. it is well Af you converſe not too 
much with it : bur it Chriſt rule over you | 
{1nne ſhall nor be your matter any more, 
| Yea, hebrings down not only the rebel- 
lion of the heart, bur alſo every immagina- 
tion and high thoughts 1nto the obedience 
of Chriſt,2Cor.10.4,5. MER 
Chriſt doth not warre like men, they firſ 
rake the out-works, and ſo go neerer & neer- 
er, but Chriſt begins firſt at the heart, and 


alſo... — - | 
Chriſt alſo, ſecondly, wageth a defenſive 
warre,defending that {oul again finne, and 
and Sathan, . Row. 16. 20. It 1s true,though 
Sathan be conquered in his dominions, and 


thoughts that ariſe he brings them down 


yer are they, ſtill conſpiring againſt us, and 
our defence 1s only by Jeſus Chriit, Zech. 3; 
I, where we may ſee how God keeps his 
people from being overcome , Sathan he 
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unholineſs and unrighteouſneſs when you 
come to-appear before the Lord, what eve 
appears of finne in you he will accuſe you 
for before rhe Father, and were it not for 
Jeſus Chriſt his accuſation would Rand, for it 
15 true ; bur Chrilt comes and ſaith, the Lord 
rebuke thee, O Sathans not this a brand plucked 
out of the fire>}] asif he ſhould fay, theſe 
are a people redeemed by my blood, and in 
a day of hardſhip, therefore rake away theſe 
firhy garments from them | Chrilt will not 
onely defend his people, bur rake away 
that by which Sathan takes occaſion and 
advantage to accuſe them. Then he came 
to ſhew us rhe nature of this warrier, the 
Lord Jeſus, which was opened in fix things 
which afforded abundant matter of conſo- 
lation to my ſoul; it where he comes to 
rule herules as a man of ſtrengrh, there is 
nothing too+ hard for him, Micah 7. 18, 19, 
He will ſubdue our 1n1quities, thou wilt caſt all 
their ſinnes into the depth of the ſea] erear 
finnes,as coverouſneſs, pride, and that curſ- 
ed finne of unbelief, are all ſubdued by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Therefore , it finne do ar any 
time bear ſway in thy ſouhic is becauſe Chriſt 

for a time ſuſpends, and lers his power lie 
ſtill, and leaverh you a while to fee your 
own weakneſs, but when he comes again and 
G 1ngage- 


8 . Holy Experiments of 
mgageth your foul ro him then 1s the 
Putting our of his power as a firong man, | 

Secondly, he carrietch himſelf asa man of 
great authority ; he hath nor onely power 
and ſtrength, bur a right to govern the 
hearts of bis people. oh how fweer is this 
to poor beleevers! Sathan hach power to 
deſtroy you, bur he hath no authoricy; bur 
Chriſt harh bath, and theretore it 1s you are 
kept by him :, he can-ſay ro the proud waves, 
to the pride and rebellion of your hearts, 
peace, be ſtill, ſuch is his authority. 

3. He rulerh alſo in wiſdome , poor beleev- 
ers ate ready to fay the Lord hath forgotten 
them, bur there is no ſearchinghis-under ftand- 
ing, 1ſa. 40 .27, 28, he canfind a way to de- 
liver you from your pride. and ur b2lie;; that 
you think not of:as he d<1d Lo: out of Souom, 
Pſal. 147. 5heis that grear Counſelior rhar 
conſulrerh rhe fatery of his people. 

- 4-He rules 1n Juſtice.he ever wageth warre 
upan a righreous account, and to righteous 
ends ; when he comes to watrre 1n your ſouls, 
1t is becauſe there 'are enemies there : he 
never makes a quarrel, bur fights becauſe of 
a quarrel, he is not like a manto come onely 
ro be maſiet, no, Jeſus Chriſt evermore find- 
_ erh enemies or he would not warre ; he finds 
a poor creacure untighteous & unholy, & he 
wageth warr to leave them holy & righteous, 
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the Incomes of Goal-tv 4 Beleever, 8g 
Fifchly, he carrieth Himſelf asaiman of 
conſtant reſolution ,' who it he hath once 
begun to warre and to 'fubdue iniquity in 
any of your hearts, he will nor Teaye til he 
makes an end thereof : the guilt of &nne'is 
that which rroubles poor fouls, now'owiir 


1s the obligation of rhe ſoul unto; juſtice; it 


henifies in the Greek ro-tie & bind ; ſo when 
a man {innes he ties and bindes himſelf over 
to juſtice,then God prepares himſelf for ven- 
geance : now Jeſus Chriſt he comes &-ynities 
this,and ſetreth his ſoul ar liberry, thit finne 
ſhall not again prevail; he will defend thar 
ſoul to the end, and make ir more then cTon- 
querour over all irsenemies, us 
Sixthly, where Chriſt comesas -a warrter 
to conquer, there he alſo-.comes as King to 
reigne, he will rule over them and in 
them, to give lawes to that ſoul,and to giye 
an heart to obey rhem: Chriſt hath been 
( haply ) along time pulling down 1n your 
fouls,wel lhe will come & reign alſo there & 
deſtroy all che works of the Divel in you and 
come and rule you;and give you lawes, and a 
heart to obey them, and thar as your King, 
Oh then ſee here rhe love of God in 
e1ving Chrift thus to rule oyer us ! confider 
this love of his from Tir. 3.334. We our ſelves 
alſo were ſometimes, &c, UWmill rhe love of 
GY - God 
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God Heat to 4 poor Gentile: ice what he 
was poor fooliſh man, thar cannot. under- 
. Rand what command is given;yettheſe Chrilt 
comesto povern,nay he finds them not one- 
_Jy- filly, bur! diſobedient, {turdy, ſour, mu- 
tinous; ones, ſuch as will nor abey , bur 
Chriſt appears £9; make fooliſh diſobedienr 
ones obedient, bur thar is not all, they are 
beld under decvir and yet . Chriſt of theſe 
makes. faichfull: ones, yea, that is nor all 
melghehs bur. Key fry WR luſts, not one 

bur; many, ut whey Chriſt comes to 
_ .thas ſoul ſhall baye all ſubduedto him, 
oh. confer then how free grice appears 
in this! ro whom then will you give up your 
ſelves if not-ro Chriſt. > This may "alſo diſco- 
yer the peryerſeneſs of thoſe that will not 
be ruled by Jeſus Chriſt. 

And then hath Jeſus Chriit taken poſſeſſion 
of any of your hearts > ruled for you in your 
ſouls? broughr down the pride of your heart > 
laid low che rower. of your righteouſneſs 
governed you in any meature > rhen 
e1vg. hm the glory: of it, and beg of him 
further ro do 1t: you find much amiſle, he 
qnely can mend all who was given for a ruler 
and commander , Ifai. 55. 4. Oh! behold 
himas { han one, .behold him above all, 
ngt onely ro help at a deadlifc, when your 
own righteouſneſs Cannot co It, bur _ 
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him above all.as che onely governour of:your 
fouls, look on him ah An eye of depen- 
dences wairing for the xccompliſhmenr - of 
his work tn your ſouls; and ttidurn ro'think 
that though he was. given ro 2overn * va 
that you honld be "BOVELD {159 pr JorTt 
without him; and OY 7H 
Chriſt be appointed by > in, RT: 
the Genriles, then ask yo earts who 
soverneth you'> whoſe rae o 5 you obey > 
what rule do you walkby »' . what ends do you 
aim at > 

And truly ypan examinition, finding that 
Chrift of hisownrich grace had beeh clivs 
ar work 1n myheatr, 26d this whole dicourſ 
being as it were but 3 declararion of his 
dealing with my int; *which I could not 
paſs by wichour ſerting down , > and purtingf 
1 upon recofd, tr ſcemingro me, even as i 
the Lord 'had'ſpoken from! Heaveb co my 
foul in particuht ; therefore Irhink Tihould 
much iſhonoiit him, jf -1 ſhould nor, r6 
hits praiſe, inthe defires of” my ſoul acknpy= 
ledg, thar every on of theſe mitkes of Chriſt 
have been in ſome meafure® ( ſome more 
ſome leſs ): rhrohgh grace, wroughr by him 
i my heart, thongh 1 muſt fil Scuontads 
chat rhere 15 roo "much oppokition againit 
im in my ſoul, on I che retro wait _ 
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do expe& accord UDSgs. hath been expreſſed, 
there: {ubduwny. thereof, which rime( 1 
wh ) hafterh when Chriſt will come & take 
ll poſſeffian of my ſoul,s: rule in ic and 
ct, it for ever. | 
days, 10 the cloſe of ir, Mr, 
Alive upon £ſay 65. 24. 
Was allo many gracious 
ur to my ſoul, Concern- 
10 hear before his people 
>, Ho A puts. us: upon TED (s, 
RT work Chriſt was about in the nation, 
which theLord was pleaſed ro make as a ſpur 
ro my,dul, ſpiritto.look our whar that work 
wasthar God was now. doing,. or about to 
doinmy heart, even I hope fitting of me 
for a more full enjoyment of himſelf; then 
did the Lord alſo by his ſervant declare 
out £0 us in theſe. larter dayes, theſe Goſpel 

times, wherein. God, haſtens his work: 
which chroughly I found to be made good 
ro my poor ſoul, the Lozd having been plea- 
ſed exceedingly ro haſten his work upop 
my heart, the. manifeſtation of his 
hefſed face tomy ſoul, even faſter then 
my. ſcant heart could imagine, Which ap- 
pearances.of this in his manner cauſed my 
ſoul roenter into-theſe ſerious thoughts and 


conliderations, whether 1 might nor hence 
: argue 
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argue, that, ſure, the Lord was nigh the 
accompliſhmenr of it by purting an end ro 
ro the finful dayes of my Pilgrimage here 
below ; yea, there did the Lord ſhew me 
that whatever it be that lies in the way 
when he comes to do this great work he wil 
remove, or down with 1t: and truly, this 
I ſaw through grace, to be his manner of 
d-aling with my ſou}, be it my own righte- 
ouſneſs, be it mer relations on whom I 
roo much l:aned, and conceived my hap- 
pineſs ro lie much in, be 1t what it wall, 
Chritt will remove ir when he comes ro 
do his great work; theretore, as I was then 
raught,i ought ro relie {t11] upon Chriſts rea- 
dineſs, which the Lord grant I may. There 
w:Salſohinted to us that nothing was fatis- 
tactory to the Sainrs call; bur Gods anſwer, 
where the Lord was pleaſed to convince my 
ſoul of the evil that I had ſo long been 
ouilty of, that I 1ll poured out my prayers 
before the Lord, bur never regarded any 
anſwer, concluding that God would never 
anſwer them, and truly now the Lord hath 
been pleaſed to ſhew me thar it 1s a grear 
linne in me 'to content my ſelf in pouring 
out my deſires, and never looking after the 
rerurns of them, unull che Lord was: plea» 
{ed ſuddenly, and in an unexpected manner 
G4 and 
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and meaſtfre, as he hach promiſed to come 
in with ananſwer to my ſoul, even before 
I thought of it, or expected it, rhough I 
had often begged it of the Lord. 
_ Another thing was then hinted ro my ſoul, 
which the Lord hath been pleaſed to give 
me much experience oi, to wit, what a bleſ- 
fed thing it is, and comfortable ro the ſoul 
to have mercies come in as an anſwer to 
prayer, which 1s that- which maketh them 
{weer indeed ro that ſout that enjoyerh 
them ; there was alſo' at this bleſſed ſeaſon 
that objection/anſwered, that rhe Saints of- 
ten pray andyet God doth nor anſwer ; ſhew- 
1ng, Firſtzthat many times they do not well 
underſtand Gods anſwers, bur his anſwers 
are very fult though they underſtand them 
not : Secondly,yea ſomerrmes he anſwers by 
converiing with rhe ſoul ar that rime, admit- 
ins them into his- preſence with that free- 
dome ; Thirdly,by giving of them ftreneth 
of grace for the attendance and waiting up- 
on him; Fourthly, ſom-rimes by awaken- 
ing of the ſoul by a due prizing of the mer- 
cies beoved; Fiithly, ſomerimes by giving 
in of metrcies that are not in the fame 
kind the ſoul woutd have them: every of 
which wayes I now: fee the Lord hath an- 
fwered thoſe prayers which formerly 
thought 
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thought had been covered with a cloud ; 
from: all' wich did the Lord fiir up my ſoul 
to a Quick, lively, -diligent ſearch into the 
anſwers of prayers that had been put up ro 
the Lord by my poor ſoul tor many years. 
paſt ro this day, 4n the ſearch of which I 
found many rich anſwers that I had long. 
robbed the Lord of rhe glory of. 

The ninth of March did the Lord pleaſe 
to ſend thar ſervant of his Mr. Marſhall to 
the Ghappel at Fxtham, who did from the 
Lord declare a moſt gracious and comforta- 
ble word co my foul, which the Lord plea- 
ſed to blefle ro' me, and may be ground for 
my faith while I have a day to live 1n thts 
finneful world, that which the Lord was 
pleaſed ro hint from him 1 Epheſ. 22, 23. 
trom which he rook occafion ro ſhew us 
thar Chri(t do Rand iri that relation ro all 
his Saints, as the naruralt head dorh to the 
natural body ; and that therefore as in the 
natural body all thoſe perfeftions that are 
In the head, areit it, for the good and uſe 
of the whole body ; and thar it every limb 
and joint; if it could ſpeak, it mighr ſay, I 
am ar eaſe, I can ſee, taſte, ſmel, and the. 
like, therefore all theſe perfeCtions in Chriſt 
the head are in him for the good and uſe of 
every one of his members. 

What 
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What ever can be ſpoken concerning 
Chril as undercaking the work of mans ſal- 
vation, they are theſe perfections of Chriſt 
che head; as for example, as the fulneſs of 
Chrilts perſon, his divine and humane per - 
fetions,all the excellencies of his offices, all 
his merits, and all his ſatisfaRions, - gifts, 
Sraces, every thing that can be truely ſpo- 
ken of Chriit, fince he was dekgned of God 
fortheſalvation of man, all theſe perte&ti- 
ons are purpoſely in him for the good of his 
Church ,' he proved ic from Heb, 7. 22. 
Where he is called the ſurety of a better 
Teſtament ,Chritis love is ſet out by a ſutery- 
ſhip ; now a ſurety, as a ſurery, is wholly 

for the gpod of them whom he 1s thus a, 
ſurery-for ; it a man, asa ſurery, ſhall be- 
come bound to an orher, when he ſeals rhe 
bond he doth ir as a ſurery;when he is arceſie 1 
for the debrc, itis as heisa ſurety ; when he 
payes the debr, when he cancels che bond, he 
dothir as aturerty-all he doth ; from the be- 
inning totacend, 1s onely hisvoluntary act 
undertaking to be a pawne andpledge.; Thus 
did Jeſus Chritt. 

God-the Father hz enters into a covenant 
with lot man , undertaking ro be the God 
ef {inful man, -and man covenants to be 
bis pz5ple ; he covenanterh eo give them 
this bznzfir, and rhey ro yeild him this obe- 

cence : 


ping 

ſfal- 
hriſt 
(s of 


per - 
$,all 
itts) 
i1p90- 
£0 
Ct1- 
his 

22, 
etter 
ery- 
olly 


us a, 


the Incemes of God 104 Belecver. 92 
dicnce: now Jeſus Chriſt he: comes and 


\ undertaketh to be a ſurety for both, he 


undertaketh to God, on mans part, all 
that man oweth ſhall be paid, every jot of 
duty to be performed ſhall be--performed; 
and on. Gods patt, he undertaketh all rhe 
eood that God hath promiſed ſhall be made 
000d to thera upon their beleeying ; thus he 
152 {urety, 

The like expreſſions you have Joh. 7. 21, 
when Chriſt prayed to the Father for them, 
whom he undertook, firſt, to- bring them 
home. then, to keep them inthis world,thens 
that they might partake of tus glory with 
the Father ; for their fakes I ſanttifie my ſelf: 
now to be ſanRified fienifierh ardinarily to 
be mace clean from corruption» and indued 
with- grace and holineſs, but ſanQtification 
in this place properly is nothingelſe bur ſe- 
Faration to God, therefore, faid Chriſt, I 
did ſeparate myſelf, give up my felt ro God; 
and all the work that Chriſt undertook he 
expreſleth in that word, he feparated himſelf 
for their ſakes: ſo that if you do ask why 
was the Sonne of God made man? why he 
\Jived> why he died? why he preached? 
why he prayed? all was for their fakes, that 
1s, for their ſakes whom he there prayed for : 
and rhen in 1 Cor, 1, laft. Jeſus Chrilt 1s ſaid 
t0 be made unto #s wiſdome, righteouſneſs » 
ſantti- 
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. that really. and fincerely, above all things 
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ſanthificatios and redemption, Chrilt was made 
-all this, and he was made it of God, and 
made it for us, wiſdome'to ns, righrteouſ- 
neſs to us, all ro-us; nay there is ns one 
thing ſpoken of Chriſt chrough the Scri- 
-ptures, bur rhere are plain Scriprures that 
do ſhew, that it was for us : when he' was 
made fleſh, rhe Scr:prure faith, it is to us 4 
child ts born, and a ſonne given, when he 
lived, he lived for us; he 1s ſaid co die for 
our finnes, and riſe again for julttfication ; he 
aſcended for' us, and fitrerh ar Gods right 
hand for us, for ' our ſakes: he returns ro 
judgement. ' Oh how- abundantly did the 
Lord refreſh my poor ſpirit from theſe Scri- 
ptures! thinking with my ſelf, oh wrerCh- 
ed heart, why ſhouldeſt chou ever harbour 
one hard thought of God or Chrift more 5 
or ive way toone donbr more > 

Then, in the application he came to put 
this lively queſtion to our hearts. 

Whether ido any of you retye on Chrift 
for your Saviour, and ſeerhe need you have 
of him? harh the Lord convinced you of 
your own loſt -undone condition through 
finne, perſwading you ro'go0 to Jefus Ghriit, 
and caſt your ſouls on him to undertake for 
you? doth God witneſs. with your ſouls, 


9 
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inthe world you defire to be found in Chriit 
if this be thy condition ( ro which my ſoul 
did, and doth ay{wer before the Lord, Lord 
thou ſearcher of hearts knoielt, by thy rich 
grace, thou haſt mapy years ago brought 
my -{oul ro thys very trame ) then whar is - 
it chou canlt want, if Chriſt be thy Saviour > 
why all rhat is in. him 1s for thee, all char 
wiidome and grace that is in him is tor rheey 
apd will nor this anſwer all thy obieRtions; 
if thou couldeſt þur underfiand it rightly, 

what 1s 1t thou cCapit ſay thou wanteſt bur 1c 


. 1s in Chritt> IL, faith the ſoul, I know he 1s 


all-ſyfſicienr; rhen rhis is in him for thee. 

Then he came to gnlwer a great objectiond 
which (1 mutt conieſle ) hath puzled my 
ſoul many a year, and laid me under yery ſad 
feares, which the Lord clerred up in ſome 
meaſure ro my ſoul hererotore, bur much 
confirmed me ar this preſent. 

O6;ett, 1bur (faitha foul ) if Icouldin- 
deed partake of this you ſpeak of, oh ! this 
would ſettle my poor hearr ; bur chis rather 
makerh me fear thar I have no part in Chritt, 
if all that hc harh be for his members ; it I 
were one of his members how come I to 
be ſoemprie 2 -could he then deny me thar 
which 1 humbly beg of him every day 2 
the Loid is my _ ( fauth the ſoul ) rhar 

I 
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I have for many years made my daily fuir, 
thar Jeſus Chriſt would pleaſe ro give me 
pardon, andgrace, and wiſdome, and abi- 
lity roferve him ; it he bea friend, yea, and 
truſty, and thus faithfull, would he deny ir 
me 1t I hada right to it > therefore I rather 
fear, I am none of his. 
1. Axſw. Say not ſuch a word (faith he ) 
for it may be, thou haſt a great deal more 
then thoy, dot take notice of; If Jeſus 
Chritt hath tendred ſartisfa&tion to the fathers 
juitice, and the Father hath accepred of it, 
and if he hath merited all grace for thee, 
and harh already purchaſed ic tor thee, and 
will give it out when thou haſt moſt need, 
thou art then more happy by having it in 
his hand, then if it were in thy own keep- 
ing : evenas it one were my ſurety, haply 
I want much wherewith to pay all my debts, 
and to provide that for me which 1 
want; now it he goes and cancellsall my 
bonds, and purchaſerh in his hands whatſo- 
ever Inced, is not this for me, though not 
yer delivered into my own hand > thou muſt 
by that eye of faith ſee what Chritt hath 
done ro the Father, and what in his own 
hand he hath received from rhe Father : and 
if it be in his hand for thee, is irnot as good 

as inthineown > 
2, Thou 


ſuir, 
; me 
abi- 
and 
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2. Thou ſayeft rhon hatt ſo'lmle, Ir 
may be thou mighte® have a great deat more 
then thou haſt, if thou wert indeed content= 
ed that Chrift ſhould be the wel-head, and 
thou onely the ciftern; bur we would 
faine have our portion of grace ro be in 
our own hands, and rhen we would took 
upon our ſelves to be as ſomebody ; whereas, 
1t we could be bur contented ro ter Chritt 
have the honour of all, and we think it 
enough to be bur partakers of 1t by faith, 
we ſhould have much more commured to 
our hands then we have already. Olv how 
fully did theſe rwo anſwers come 1n npon 
my hearr ! | 

3. There are no better argomenmts of a 
hearr filled wirh grace, then robe mourning 
forthe want of grace; for look in the book 
of God, and there they that make rhe grear- 
eft moane over their own hearts, and rheir 
want of grace, they are the moſt eminent 
of all orher, as we ſee in Paz! and David; 
this T ſpeak ( ſaith he) not to encourage any 
in a careleſs lazy way, but ro comforr 
drooping ſpirits, and the rather, becauſe 
there 15 no way under heaven ſo ike to make 
you really holy as to be emboldened thus to 
29 to Jeſus Chriſt, and the font feeing what 
tull and free grace comes from Jeſus Chriſt, 
the 


: 
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the love of Chriſt would conſtrain the ſoul 
to walk holily and thankfully cowards him ; 
thus knowing there is all fullneſs in Chriſt 
as in the head for the uſe of all the members, 
then, accordingly, as ſoon as ever you find 
any defeR in your ſelves in any kind to 
Interrupt your comfort and peace, let the 
next queſtion be, Bur hath he not ſufficiency 


| for this? then berake to Jeſus Chritt: 


as ſuppoſe a poor woman were going with 
her pale of water which ſhe had drawn 
put of a well or living fountaine, and on a 
ſuddey had a flip, and ſpilc it all our of her 
aile, and there (itreth cryips ro think what 
e had loſt, now whether were it betterzor 4 
fign of more wiſdqme far her ro ſtand ga- 
thering up of that which ſhe fpilr, or ro 
5 and dip her paile into the Well again, and 
o fill it preſently > ſurely the laſt were -her 
wiſdome : ſo wh:n we loſe our peace and 
our comfort, we ought ro be humbled, but 
to think to recruit our ſelyes by our ga- 
thering up that which we have loit, this is 
not our wiſdome ; let us go to Chritt, our 
well-head, and make ic up preſently. 
From which the Lord did indeed convince 
me much of my folly, having been ſo long 
at work to ſcrape and gather up ſomewhat 
of that I had loft, neglecting Jeſus Chrilt, 
| | | _ where 
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co a diligent udy of JeſusChcittzro bend ous 
mindes.heads,and hearts and all, ro come to 
know what ever there was that was knowable 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and that trom the-confde- 
ration of the excellency ot rhis knowledg 
above all other knowleds ; yea further, ;whac 
ſoever you learn of Jeſus Chriſt you leam 
bur ro undetſtand your own wealth, and 
know your own happineſs ; for inſtance, 
imagine two men coming by ſome delicate 
houte full of rich treaſure, and an officer 
ſhould (tand by and ſay, Sir are you willing 
ro ſee all the riches of this houſe > . haply 
you will ſay (tor curiofity fake) we care 
not if we do; bur it he comes to one of 
them and ſayes, Sir, all rhar is here is yours, 
you are made whole executor, and it is all 
bequeathed ro you, oh! how would this 
man ſearch the houſe > how he would. ſtudy 
every deed, andevery word 1n it, andſcarch 
every cabinet, and get an inventory of all 
that was there ; why, for they are all his- 
ſo, when we ſee the wealth, rarities of o- 
thers, we ſay,but what do they concern me? 
or 1f I ſhould ſee rhe wealth of Solowon, 
what am 1 the richer > bur when I ſee the 
wealth of Chriſt I ſee my own riches. © 
H Oh 
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_ Oh-\my ſoul, the Eord-eran "that this 
may be thy ltudy day and night ! here indeed 
isrhe difference 'you ſhould make berween 
Chriſtand others, when I hear and read the 
excellencies of other Saints, it may be a 
difcouravement, -as when I read of the pa- 
tience of Job, 1 am diſcouraged , becauſe 
Iam ſo peeviſh ; when I read of the holineſs 
of - David, who prayed ſeven times a day, 
and many times1n the oight riſing to prayer, 
this difcourageth me; bur when I read of 
Chritts patience or holineſs, I look on him, 
yot as abſtrat from me, but as my head, 
as one that all he did was for me; oh, then 
who would not but know what is knowable 
of him! 

Bur then again, did Chrift do all he did 
forus> then iorely every thing, yea, alt that 
a Chriſtian hath thould be for Chriſt, and 
Then ſhould we ſhew our ſelves Chriſtians 
andeed, as Pani, 2 Cor. 5.14, I5.for (fairh 
he ) the love of Chriſt conſtrained #4, for we 
#hic judge, that if Chriſt died for us, then 
were we dead; then we that live ſhould live ts 
tum that died for ms; the love of Chriſt over- 
<came him, and carried him captive, as a 
Krong fiream would carry a little cockboart : 
TWhatwas I dead, and did Chriſt give me 
life > then-if by the grace of 'God I live, ; 
| W1 
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will give that life tro Ghriſt: never do:you 

live ke: a Chriftaan till you comero this 
ro live wholly ro Chriſtin all: chat you have 
ind do enjoy, your eſtate, Trade, and wall 
your outward comforts; ahd its moſtcertain 
that to a-gractous heart there 1s no Rheronck 
under heaven. will move prevail to the pet» 
formance of a qury,or to the avoiding ofwhac 
is evil, then to perfyyade to,theoney10n ito 
forbear the ather, by the loveof 'Chrait ; 
this drawes out the heart to be. liberal for 
Chriſt, and (erviceable ro: Chriſt ; oh how 
full did theſe convictions come upon. my 
heart ! the Lord having bur juſt befote been 
pleaſed rogive in a portion of the ownard 
tiches to me, which wrought {d upon! my 
: did || heart, and made me grearly to delire and 
chat || beg of God, ;that whatever I had or enjoyr 
, and || ed might -be wholly improved. for -Jelus 
tans | Chriſt and for the advancement of his glo- 


30 | F 
or we The 18 of «March, Mr. Knight being ug- 
then || der ſome bodily diltemper; nor being fir t@ 
ive ts | preach, my heart was drawen our to gots 
over- | Londen to hear, though with ſome bodily 
as a | prejudice, not being very well, andche wea- 
boat : | ther falling our wetzyet did che. Lord provide 

acomfortable. and refreſhing ward for: 
poor ſoul, . bath From Mc eſe, hom. 
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heard inthe morning, as alſo'from - Mr, Re- 
gers5 whom Theatd in the:afternoon, Mr, 
"Sizpſox ſpake from that-Scripture, Epheſ. t, 
i657. verles,. ': - 
1:1:The 23 of eMarch,165 2. being the fourth 
<dayof 'the weeksdid the Lord go on yer fnr- 
ther ro ſpeak. many-comfortable rretreſhing 
words to my ſoul, from Mr. Ksights mi- 
UViſtery, who then ſpake to us from that 
:Stripeure 11 1 Job. 4. 19, We love him, becauſe 
be firſt loved w ; whence was obſerved, That 
as love beaming out from God to his people 
tikes them up into union with himſelf, fo 
this'union occaſions the refleQion upon that 
divine love, whereby we love God again; 
fothar; being beloved we love the firſt lover 
whicti'is God. There are rwo things very 
pleafing to gracious hearts, the one is to 
rakea veiw of God in his rich love; & the 0- 
ther,to veiw ourſelves intreftedin that love. 

For rhe firſt, all fights of God are glort- 
ons, becauſe. his lory paſlerh through all 
his diſcoveries ;* but no fight more raviſhing 
Shenthar of” his love, and no love like his 
Ringuiſhing fore, with which he loves his 
people; whereby he makes rhem both lov- 
weandlovely, forthe beauty of a Saint 1s 
4  bezm bf his love, and the luſtre and 
eloiy of tharTove is, that it ſptings from his 
fove who loved us fir, | And 
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And here be ſhewed: us3;{xthar 1norbefe 


| words we had a loving and beloved diſc 


of Chritt, takins 2 due ſurvey! of rhe. @un- 
tain of all ſaving operation tb: be: 'n-Gud 
himſelf: and ſ:condly, 'thae from the:lighr 
of that divine love be toks 3nto his: owmts 
and other beleevers hearrs;and finds a ixange 
refletion of rhe divine bean of love: fi6m 
God in his,and their loves to Godagain, ,- 

In the fickt was ſhewed the olory pak 
perſon loving which is God; ſecondly; the 
manner of his communicanng of all ſaving: 
200d, its through love ; andchenthe: abject 
of this love ( vs; .) and lafily, che priocicy of 
it,he loved us firlt ; wherewas further -obſet- 


'ved, thar this 1s a [Communicative natnce 1n 


the goodneſs of God, it isnot drawn: forth, 
bur | purs forth it ſelf in love, rhar there 
15s nothing in..the crearure to procure it; 
neither can ary thing in the cteature Hipder 
it; whiles we were yer enemies he recon- 
ciled us by the blood of hiscro(s. 

This love in God is a natuce not a paſſion, 

And all he hath, and is,-and doth.to be- 
kevers, iflues through his love, his wiſdome, 
power:all is communicated chrongh love, {o 
that we were tapght, 

Firſt, that the Saints are the bleſed ones 
of God, 
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" Sdeowdly, they: are beloved betore they 
tore. 

-- Thirdly, that they thar are beloyed of 
kim do love him: 

' Fourchly, *thar they love. him becauſe 
theyare firtt beloved, 

- AndbyApplication of theſe we are taught. 

;/Virſt ro like 'our heavenly Father in 
love, yea in loving where. we are not be- 
loved; this was a finvular ching; required of 
rhe Szines, eſpecially ro: love mens ſouls, 
rhe ftream of divine love ir runs in the ſalva- 
rion of mens fouls;1r toyes to belike God. 

Secondly, ler no min glory in what he 1s, 
whar haft rhou that is not an ifſue of this 
love>this tove makes the difference between 

and others, be-not high minded bur fear, 

Thirdly, confider your ingavements to 
divine love; you owe all you have, and are; 
andall you 053 grin ererniry ro this love 
ofGod. 

Fourthly v We were heres to look out 
for as much-as' love could yeild us, love in 
manſers the whole ſoule: a work to ſearch 
for ſome. ſuirable thing that may beſt pleaſe 
ics objeRt = ſoGod rakes np the belt wayes 
ro make the* glory of his love ſhine molt 
clearly rowards ns, and therefore unvailes ic 
ht the face of Jeſus Chrili : asalſo fifthly,we 


wer Y 
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were exhorted tq walk anſierable to this 
love. 

Firſt, humbly, it is a free love that 1s 
the ſpring of all we have and are. 

Secondly, look into all your wayes, toſee 
what fruic this great and glorious ſeed of 
love brings forth in you. 

Thirdly, be transformed into love, thar 
you may be lovely as well as beloved. 

Fourthly, as you look into Gods firſtloye, 
ſo look into your own firſt love ; abare nor 
of your love to him, for he abares not : whar 
he ever was, that he will be unto you. 

Fifrbly, if rhe Saints are beloved, let me 
take heed of abuſing Gads beloved qnes, 
his darlings. 

Sixthly, walk chearfully, you are b:loved 
from above , what if the ſeryant frown ſo 
the Maſter love > 

Give God your firlt love, 

Give God your ſelf, in your lives, not 
onely your duties bur your ſelves; for God 
91ves youz 1D his love, nor unely your pardon, 
and gifts and graces, bur himſelt, 

Be not jealous of God, he loved firſt, 

Be like God,be firſt in love to the Saints, 
look not for love to your ſelf bur be lovely 
ro others, 

Love fuſt and that will draw love, _ 
H 4 ' God 
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- God liveth where he loverh, he loveth 
us firft, then God liveth where he loverh, 
as the creature is {aid to do: if God loverth 
us;then he is ſaid to live within us, and thar 
continually ; and therefore as ſure as God 
hverh there is a reall heaven in rhe hearr 
of the Saints, for as God liveth in heaven, 
ſo he doth in the heart of his Saints : rhere- 
fore ſay not, who ſhall go into herven to 
ſee God > bur if God loves thee, and his 
heart be ſet on thee, there is thar love in 
rhee that ſhall ſee Gods love to thee, which 
15 a heaven to the heart. | 

Is Gods love to you ?. then look for aſ- 
much as: Gods love can afford ;-now what 
will not love afford to a mans wife or chil- 
dren >. it contenteth them not that they have 
meat,. drink, apparel, but that rhey have 
rhat which is ſuitable to their relations and 
condition in-this world: now all in God 
1fſves through his love; therefore, oh Saints ! 
raiſe your hearts to look tor as much as this 
love can afford, ſo as your hearrs may ſtand 
and wonder at the height, depth, and length 
of the love of God. * | 
Oh how ſhould your hearrs rejoyce! 
ye live not by whar you have, bur on whar 
15 in the hearr of your Father; oh ! rhere- 
fqie co with open mouths, and —_ 
earls 


the Incomes of God to a Beleever. Toy - 
hearrs to him) for if he can find any: admi- 
niltrationthat may mok fill and ſatisfie-your 
hearts, look for thar, becauſe he thought 


no blood could fatisfie you, bur lis Sonnes -. 


blood. | 
Becauſe he rhought no gift like that of 


his Sonn=, oh theretore let nor your hearts 
be firajeghtned ! do not content your 
ſelves with little things, and ſay, oh! if I 
can bur ſcrabble to heaven I care not; but re- 
member 1n what relationyou are ſet, even 
under the beams of divine love, therefore 
look for as much as rhis love afforderh 
ou. 

: Oh-how abundantly did the Lord: refreſh 
my ſpirit from theſe precious truths thus 
hinted out ro me! and fill he goes! on: con- 
firming my ſoul in the apprehenſion. of his 
love ; which doth ( in ſome meaſure ) cauſe 
my ſoul to turn back with love to him again, 
which the Lord increaſe, 

The ſecond of March 1653. having ap- 
pointed a Church-meering , every Wedneſday 
afrer the leure at Fulham, and it being now 
to begin,and the brethren being pur upon it 
toexetcciſe their vifrs, the Lord was pleaſed 
much to dra our my heart ro beg his pre- 
{.nce and pouring ort of a large meaiure 
of his ſpicir vpon the brethren, tucing them 

tor 
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for this work; taking ſpeciall notice of one 
of them, whoſe ſpirit did melc before the 
Lord into tears in rhe apprehenhon ( as L 
Conceive ) ofthe weight of the work, which 
( Iconfeſs) rook much upon my heart ; and 
drew it-out very. much co ſeek che Lord 
on their behalf, as alſo that ic might be 
a bleſſed opporrunity roall our ſouls. 

_ The 28 of <Harch, how many ſweet re- 
freſhments; did the ' Lord hand ont co my 
ſoul > (which I defire may abide upon my 
ſpirit) through Mr, K»:ghts miniftery at 
Fulham, from I Cor, I'T, 24. Take, AL, this is 
my body that ts broken for you, this do in re- 
membrance of me; from the word | take ] 
there are ſeven conſiderations, full of abun- 
dant comforts, as they were ſet upon my 
heart, as 

\- Firſt, here obſerve Chriſts heart, and ſee 
with whar. bowels of affc&ion he ſpeaketh , 
how freely himſelf offers the riches of mer- 
Cy, | rake | why what, or whom ſhould we 
take, bur himſelf, poſſeſs bimſelt > thus he 
Randerh calling and crying, take me, love 
me, recerve me, eat me, drizk_me; let me be 
yours,oh high loye ! he doch nor bid the ſoul 
take wrath, vengeance; death, or hell, but 
rake me. : 


Secondly,his commands are moreto yeh 
ure 
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ſure you then himſelf, why ſhould we take 
Chritt > why this is my body that' was broken 
for you, my blood that was ſhed for you, take 
me for your ownfakes, for you need me, to 
refreſh your hearts, theretore take me- not 
chat I ſhall be the better by ir, bur thac you 
may have more pleaſure and: delight in me, 
rhar may do'you all good: oh high love! - 

Thirdly, obferve, Chriſt ſees our need 
berrer then qur ſelves, there are bowels of 
compaſſion in hum! ; what, for a man rhae 
enjoyeth mucty ro look qur for them thar 
want much > yer ſo ir'ts here, you haye not 
che diſciples crying, oh Chrift give us thy 
ſelf, and blood, bur here is a Chriſt who 
having it, and knowing that we 'ftand in 
need of ir, offers'ir freely, | take ] oh ad- 
mirable love! | 

Fourthly, obferve, he is not- content till 
you be fully ſupplyed, he ſetrerh no bounds, 
but take and eat as much as your hearts will / 
bald - take what > wi ole' we, all of me; my 
ſpirit, blood, mediation with- the Father, 
all my righteouſneſs ; rake all, he ftinterh 
no man, bur opens wide the treaſure of his 
orace. 

Fifchly, obſerve hence, Chrift is well ac- 
quainted with rhe fears of his Saints hearrs, 
therefore, fairh he- | take] imploipg), as 

he it 


: 
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if the trembling heart would ſay , O'Lord, I 
dare not;theſe chinys are too grearand good ; 
I know thy fears ( faith Chriit) bur I lay a 
{aw on thee that wil make thee give overall, 
for this law comes with power ; take and 
eat, he bids you take, and that on pain of 
diſobedience ro Chrit , when Sarthan, and 
ſinne, and corruption ſay; eat »o:, then re- 
member what Chriſt your Lord ſaith, | take 
axd eat | and hearken not unto the voyce of 
of a ſtranger, if any ſay, eat not, Chriſt 
ayes, eat; though the, fears are great, and 
the tremblings many rhar are on a gracious 
heart, yer fill Chriit biddeth chem, | rake 
endeat,\ | 

. Sixthly, Chriſt kn2w che Saints would 
tremble, on the point of unworthineſs, 
therefore he ſaich, | take; eat ] why whar is 
it but my h2dy that u broken for you ; will 
you throw. away that which is for you > but 
you are unworthy, why tins 15 that which 
maketh you worthy ; b2cauſe this 1s thar 
our of which ifſues out all righteouſneſs ro 
you: and though they may cry our, they 


vere unfit, he commands them to remem- 


ber, how fit Chriſt is for them; for whom 
i5bread fit but for chem that are weak, and 
need nouriſhment > for whom is that wine 


but him that 3s of a ſorroawful hearc > for 
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whom is that' at of Chri&t, bur for char }! 
ſoul, rhar cries, Loxd I am unworthy, thou 
ſhouldeſt come under my roofe > 38 
Seventhly, he faith | rake] which is a 
oivinNg a man a propriety and poſleſhon of 
himſelf, and this is thar indeed rhis ordi- 
nance gives forth, when a man ſo takerh 


Chriſt, as thar Chriſt is his | rake, eat, this ws | 


my body that ts broken for you | ſhewing 
chat the Saints ought, 10 rhe communica- 
tionof this divine mytery , ro take Chriſt 
wholly, & by this to claim propriety,becauſe 
nothing can be more ours then a thing that is 
eiven us; and we finne againſt him, if we 
take him not ; O therefore take him as your 
Own. 

He ſaith not onely | take] bur. | eat] you 
take invrder toeativgy ſorhat your accepta- 
tion of Chriſt is that you mighr be farisfied 
with Chriſt, and filled, for he 1s not onely 
to g2aze on, as the braſen Serpent was, bur 
fo teed on, as the manna was, therefore 
(faith Chritt) {rakeandeat] rendring him- 
ſelf in the moſt eafie way of adminiſtration; 
nothing under heavena man. 1s more eafily 
drawn to then to eat, a hungry man need 
not be much perſwaded to eat , yet be» 
hold here, 

Firit, That you had need to be intreared 
ro 


vo 
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to cat and feed on Chriſt, elſe whit ned 
this word + bur ro note, that the Saints 
were apt to ſtand till, when they ſhould be 
feeding on Chriſt, theretore ſaith he | rake 
ad cat, | | 

Secondly, This is of all other the moſt 
eafie way of partaking, being a natural ah, 
for that a man eaterh purrerh him to no pain, 
gu" —__ within is ſupptyed, & the hungec 
| 1 © 


Thirdly, *He ſerteth no bounds bur | rake 
and eat | it 1s a command that lyeth on ys, 
for the ſupply of wants and che cheering of 
our hearts, for ſo farre -we may eat, and no 
further : Chriſt bids you rake what you need, 
implying; | 
TI, Thatthereis enough in Chriſt for any 
Saint to eat, He it would not become Chritt 
to bid chem, bur he fairh || rake and ear] 
implying chat no Saint can fay, Lord I have 
a dchire ro eat, bur here is Hor enough, they 
cannot fay 1 have ſmnpes and guilt, bur cag 
find no parden, no, Chriſt bids you | ear ] 
implyins there is enoughto feed on. 

2. He fſerceth you vo time neither, but 
atas long as you live, yea untill his coming, 


- 


O how abundanriy did thoſe hims take 
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ſoul in the admiration of that love! the 
Lord grant it may abide upon my ſpirit for 
ever. 

March the 30, the Lord was pleaſed in 
ſome meaſure ro give in an anſwer tothar 
defire put up March 25, for the pouring out 
of his ſpirit upon the brethren through 
whom the Lord was pleaſed ro appear lively 
in my apprehenſion, and ina ſpirituat man- 
ner in him whoſe ſpirit ſeemed to melr 
under the thoughrs of the weight of thar 
exerciſe, 

March the 30 the Lord was pleaſed ex- 
ceedingly ro draw out my heart 1n the be- 
halfe oft my Mother, whom I apprehended 
to ly under ſome ſadneſs in reſpe& of the 
want of the clear fight of her intereſt in God, 
beſeeching him that he would be pleaſed 
ro wean her more from the world, and all 
things here below, and that he would be 
pleaſed ro manifeſt himſelf ro her, and ler 
down the light of his countenance upon her, 
and ſbew her his face, and not his back, 
that as he had been pleaſed tro ſhine upon 
my poor hearr, and'the hearts of others of 
his Saints through prayer, ſo that he would 


j alſo be pleafed at this-rime to ler this re- 


quelt come up in remembrance before him, 
and giye iff a gracious anſwer to ity 2s alſo 
that 
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that -he would be pleaſed ro pour out his 
{pirir- upon her, and ler it be a ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplication, in the ſenſe of 
the want of which her .ſpicit groaned for 
before him, as alſo under the tight of her 
unproficableneſs under all ordinances, be- 


ſeeching him, tharas it was he, and he alone, 


that Cauſcrh his people co profit, ſo that he 
would pleaſe ro give out to this his poor 
' ſervant a profiting - ſpiric under his admi- 
piſtrations. tro her, which defires. were not 
onely pur up before the. Lord but are the 
ifluings.our of my heart frequently before 
the Lord, on her behalte. 

March 31 the Lord was exceedingly plea- 
ſed ro pur it upon my heart to ſeck his tace 
in the behalf of my dear Brother, deſiring 
above all earthly bleſſings, that the Lord 
would be pleaſed ro give me him in as a re- 
rucn of prayer;that one ſo nigh me might not 
periſh ; 1n which defires he drew out my 
heart exceedingly, inſomuch, then and ot- 
ren fince, ſo thar I could willingly pour 
out my very life for himzthat the Lord would 
bur touch his he .it in mercy, and that thar 
work we hope the Lord hath begun in 
him, he would finiſh, relling the Lord with- 
all char he had faid, what ever we ask be- 
leeving we ſhall recieve, beſeeching him ro 

W- 
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increaſe my faith, telling him further, that 
it was my deſire ro beleeve, and expect the 
rerurn of this poor deſire 1n his own time, 
for | and how it. might_make molt for his glory, 
her Þ and that, 1f ic were his will, ro let me ſee 
be- Þ| it: and that ſeeing he had given me thus 
ne, | much boldneſs, from the experience of his 
he II richneſs in anſwering the deſires of my poor 
oor || ſoul both for my {ſelf and others ; thar he 
mi- | would alſo pleaſe to give inthis poor Bro- 
not |} ther, asa return of prayer, and help me ro 
the | give him the glory of ic, and, truly im- 
ore | mediately before rhis duty, it was much ſer 
upon my heart to beg of God ro manifeſt 
his pleaſure ro me 1D this thing, and in 
drawing out-my heart and rhe heart of o- 
thers of his people on his behalfe. 

March 31. In my morning-ſacrifice I 
had this diſcovery or experiment hinced up- 
on my ſpicit, thar if it were ſo good ro be 
in the heart of Gods people, as my ſoul 
had found by experience it was, being real- _ 
ly perſwaded that much of rhe ſoul-mercies 
that I enjoy came 1n through the prayers 
ot ſome of Gods people for me - oh whar 
1s ir then to be in the heart of God! for, 
truly, had I not been in his heart, the be- 

109 1n theic heart would little have adyan- 
taged me, ; 
I a- 


his 
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April the fixteemth, che Lord having 
been pleaſed two or ' three dayes before, 
much ro diſappoint rhat expeRation of my 
. ſoul, providence caſting me among ſeveral 
eodly perſons, and finding little of Gbd 
drop from rhem ro my ſpiritual advantage, 
as alſo finding my own heart exceedingly 
bound up whiles I was in their company , 
when as I was going home, it fo ſeiſed up- 
on my ſpirit, that I thought my very- hearr 
was overſer, and would have burſt within 
me,. all which pur.my foul, intoa holy awe 
andrrembling, for fear left the Lord ſhould 
alſo at this preſent withdraw from-me, which 
put my ſoul upon a more earneſt and impor- 
runare ſeeking of him to appear to my ſoul 
through every ordinance of his, that I might 
ſee hits face and not his- back, urging of 
him very much with rhe promiſe that he had 
{aid, 'thar the ſeed of Facob ſhould nor ſeek 
his face. in vaine;. beſeeching the Lord thar 
ic "might be+made Yood ro my foul arthis 
time; the next day, it he ſhould pleaſe ro 
adde this one opporrunity more to me: 
relling him withall that it was true I 
might, (yea I had fought other things in 
vaine bur ) ſhovld1 ſeek his face in vaine, 
pow:that I come onely to ſeek his face, re- 
lying on his promiſe he had made me; = 
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I ſhould nor ſeek in vaine, and' therefore 
I did defire to roul upon its beſeeching hum 
ro increaſe my faith rhar I night. really 
and indeed expe& the performance, and 
making of it 200d at this preſent ro my ſoul : 
and truly I dare nor bur ( to his praiſe ) ac- 
knowledg and delire- that the remembrance 
of it might dwel npon- my heart, and the 
Lord was pleaſed, in a wonderfull-manner 
ro manifelt himſelf this day, being the 17 
of April,to my ſoul, through which char 
whole day both in prayer and preaching, 
every-word in prayer coming as'if.it had 
been ferched ſrom the bortom of my hearr, 
and every word in the Sermons, being of 
ſuch ſpiricual concerpment ro me, that L 
could not but acknowleds-the Lord mignti- 
ly preſent through his ſervant Mr. .Kmghe 
this day. 

Andtruly this former appearance.of God 
having ſo raviſhed my heart, and refreſhed 
my ſpirit» I was alſo imboldened to ſeek 
the Lord for his appearance April 20, be- 
ſeeching him that as he had beoun his work 
10 abundant meaſure in Mercy, that he would 
alſo pleaſe ro go on and adde this one mercy 
more and tru me with it, and give me 2 
heart to improve it to his glory, that as 
he had given me this abundanc. —— 

| I 2 O 
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of not ſeeking his face in vaine2, 1othat he 
would Rrengchen my faith, even ar this rime 
alfo ro call upon him}, and truly the Lord 
was pleaſed alſo ro bow down and appear 
abundantly to my foul this day alſo through 
Mr. Kmyght, ; 

Apri{27. Igave upina note this day that 
one defires to praiſe the Lord, that, amidit 
allrhe crials he harh been pleaſed ro ex- 
cerciſe her under inrthis pilgrimage, he hath 
been pleaſedto give her fometaltes of the reſt 
that 15 onely to be enjoyed in himſelf, be- 
ſeechinsg him ſo to increaſe het faith; rhat ſhe 
may be enabled ro live upon a promiſe ; this 
was given upto Mr, Xn:ght to ſpread before 
the Lord, April 241653. For one whom 
the Lord hath been pleaſed, our of his- free 
race, to (er his firſt love. upon, and conti- 
nually to follow with mercy upon mercy, 
and to give in one return upon the neck of 
another,notwirhſtandinsg the had ofren in the 
rebellion of her heart, ſaid. thar God had 
covered all her prayers with a cloud, and 
would never alive: any of them, which 
yer he harh abundamly done, which ſhe is 
not able any way ſufficiently ro admire, or 
blefle his name for, and therefore defires 
that thoſe whoſe hearrs the Lord hath more 
Inlarged to this glorious heavenly work, 

would 
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would” help to blefle and praiſe that name. 
of God, whom there 1s none hike unto, . 
who continually waiteth rhat he may be 
oracious; beſeeching him that he would al- 
{o enable her ſoul ro wairto bleſle and praiſe 
his name , yea, wait for a heart ſuited co all 
cheſe wonderful appearances of his to her 
ſoul, chat ſhe might be more and more dedi- 
cared and viven upto him, and him alone 
10 all the hath , is, or ſhall be enabled ro do : 
this alſo was given up ro Mr, Knight. 

April 26. apprehending that one pro- 
pounded ro the Church incended ro addreſs 
himſelf ro the Church for admiſſion, being 
before,much diflatisfied concerning him, yer 
finding much inclination inthe ſpirits of 0- 
thers ro him , I was exceedingly troubled a- 
bour it, and beſoughr the Lord to diret me 
what todo init, beſeeching him alſo to ap- 
pear among us,and give in his ſpirit, that it 
mighr be ro us a ſpirir of diſcerning, that 
he would be pleaſed ro enable him ro- make 
our yet more clearly , that work thar he 
had wrought in his ſoul, if indeed there 
were any, orelſe give us ſuch a diſcerning 
ſpirit, as might teach us what to do init, 
chat, if it were his will, there might no ſoul 
come in among usthar might any way dar- 
Xen his glory, bur that choſe that, were re- 

I 3 ceived 
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ceived might be ſuch as himſelf by his ſpi- 
rit, ſhoutd receive, nor none be derained 
bur ſach as himſelf ſhould, by his ſpirir, 
through his poor fervants detain; as alſo 
begving of the Lord, and that with much 
earnefineſs, that it there were no rea! work 
of his npon his heart, rhat he would be plea- 
ſed ro find our ſome way or other in his wiſ- 
dome to keep him off. 

. April 24.1653. wasthe Lord pleaſed gra- 


cioully ro convince me yet further of my 


finneful paſſion and aprneſs to be angry, ei- 
ther withour a cauſe, or upon a liehr ground, 
and ſo to difhonour the Lord; which convicti- 
on was fer home from Mr, Kmyhts expreſſi- 
on of Mat. 5.22.1 ſay, if you be angry with 
goxr Brother without a cauſe, you ſball be in dan- 
ger of judgement;and whoſoever ſayes to his Bro- 
ther.Racha, (which wordexprefled their con- 
remning of rheir Brerhcen;; that is, to have 
contermprible rhonghrs of them, ) this is a 
Sreater Evil, for thi & danger of the Conn- 
cel: but whoſoever ſtall ſay, thou fool, ( that is, 
one that hatch no underſtanding, bur is even 
23s a beaſt) rhis is in _Chriſts judgement an 
hainous ſinne, for ( (aith he,) he ſhall be 1” 

danger of bell fre. 
From all which the Lord was pleafed ro 
ſer it home upon my heart, that Ihad w_ 
excced- 
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exceeding guilty , (even to this day) in 3 
great meaſure, of thoſe evils, which con- 
: viction I deſire may abide upon my heart ro 
> | make me (through the rengrh of Chriſt } 
| more watchtull over my own heart in this 
+ | r<ſpeRt, thenever I have been. 
There is one conviction more this da 

c. | {er upon my heart, from rheſe words ; sf 
thow remember thy Brother hath ought againſt 
thee : ( he doth nor ſay,1if thou haſt oughr 
& againſt him, but if he hatch onghr againſt 
ol þ thee) do thou ſeek reconciliation , yea, 
ig, | 1cave nortill it be wronght our; from which 
+; | che Lord nor -onely convinced me of this my 
7. | duryand rod me I ſhould nor ſuffer any pre- 
-þ | Juadice ro he in my heart againſt any, bur alſo | 
. | Puch comforted my heart ander rhe fight of 
this, asthat which (through grace) I found 
the Lord had really wrought in my heart,and 
enabled me daily ro practiſe. 

The ſame day the Lord was pleaſed, -in the 
miniſtery of his word, to convince my 
ſoul, rhat it is not the performance of du- 
cen | £1ES ar ſer rimes, this is not all required, 
; bur when the ſoul is indeed pained under 
'- | che ſenſe of its want of 1plargedneſs to 
"I Chriſt, andrhelike, ( har it cries our as the 
infant after the breaſt) & is not ſatisfied with 
apy thipg withour it, but the foul pancech 
I 4 within 
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within it ſelf, and wanterh ſome manifeſta- 


tion of Chriſt, and this putterh ' upon 


dury : from which the Lord was pleaſed ro | 


convince my foul, that I had been ſadly 
guilty of the miſperformance of duty in 
rhis reſpeX many times. 

Which put my ſoul npon a ſearch into it 
ſelf, whether I were nor guilty in this re- 
ſpe, afrer which I found I had been often 
owiry of, the miſperformance of duries, 
doing chem many times, eſpecially hereto- 
fore, withour this ſtrong panting, and ſenfe 
of my want. 

April 27, Oh my ſoul ! art thon not able 
toſay, through grace, before the Lord the 
ſearcher of heares, that there was hardly 
that word came ont of thy mouth, or that 
aQion done by thee in any place or compa- 
ny, -that paflerh by thee withour a reveiw, 
Judging and condemning thy ſelf for them, 
 *'Thebeginning of May, though I can find 
lietle fruit or growth in my ſoul, rtheſight 
and ſenſe of rhe works of God upon my 
ſoul; are-as it were, drawn over with a 
cloud, yer, even then, oh my ſoul harh not 
the Lord much ;efreſhed thee, by enabline 
[thee (in ſome meaſure) ro roul upon that 

cious word which hath-been at ſeaſona- 
ble times brovehr ro thy veiw;"that in Heſ. 


4. 


4.8.1 am as a green 
fruit found : now this tree is alwayes green, 
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firr-tree, im me u« thy 


Doth nor the Lord ſomerimes diſappoint 


| theexpeRarion, ( oh my ſoul ! ) even of the 


ſenhble enjoyment of his own preſence in 
a duty, or ordinance, or ſociety , that he 
mighr the more (weeren ir to thee when he 
is pleaſed to appear, and rhe more to draw 
rhee our to ſeek his appearance , and ro 
cry mighrily afrer him > 

O my ſoul why ſhouldeſt thou ſay thou 
canſt not find love to God, when thou doſt; 
ſo frequently, and refileſly, defire the pre- 
ſence and appearance-ot God, in every or- 
dinance and duty ! if it be not for his own 
ſake, why doth not my ſoul fit down and reft 
contented with the ordinances themſelves > 

Two papers were given to Mr. Kmght, 
to preſent before the Lord at a private faſt at 
Fulham Chappel in the behalf of the nation, 
May 4, 1653. 

x One who continually groanes before 
the Lord under the ſenile of the body of 
death, and rhe continvall iſiuing of it out 
in the whole covrſe of their converſation, 
ro the diſhonour of thar God that deſerverh 
for ever, even by their ſovls, to be admired 
and prailzd, being a God that delighterh in 
mercy,-and in the manifeſtation of ir ro 
their 
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their poor ſouls, notwithſtanding all their 
rebellions againſt him ; the defire therefore 
of their ſouls is that you ( who love and fear 
the Lord, would improve your imerelt in 
him in theic behalf;that cheLord would once 
be pleaſed ro give them more power over all 
cheir corruptions, that however he ſees meer 
ro deal with their bodies, though he wounds, 
yet it 15 he that heals ; chough he layes fick- 
neſs, weakneſs, diftempers, whatever he 
pleaſe upon them, that yer he would pleaſe 
ro givethem more ({trength in their inward 
man, toſubdue and morrifie their corrupri- 
ons, and reſiſt all the fiery darrs of Sathan, 
enabling them to walk with an holy awe, 
and fear of his blefled ſelf, in the whole 
courſe of their converſations, inall their re- 
lations, and under the diſpenſations of God 
£o them, that ſo, it the Lord pleaſe, they 
migke never prove by theis uneven converſa- 
tions any blot or blemiſh to the glorious 
Goſpel of God,and rheir SavtourJetusChrif; 
the thoughts whereof was ( it cheir hearts 
decerye them not ) more burter rhen death, 
_ 3 One who earneſtly deiires that thoſe 
who fear the Lord would wreſtle mightily 
with him, in the behalf of ſome poor, dead, 
dark, {oul, who 1s nearly relatea to them, 
that the Lord would once db: pleaſed to {| pear 
0 
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ſo effeRually ro their hearrs, that they 
mighr be cauled ro ſtand up on their feet, and 
Jetus Chriſt might give them lite ; rhar, 
ſeeing he hath ſaid, che dead ſhall hear rhe 
voyce of the Sonne of God, and hearing 
live, thar this blefled word might be made 
oo0d to their ſoules, thar fo they might 
have cauſe to praiſe him; even to all erecnirty 
for this unſpeakable mercy. 

This larcer was written in the behalf of 
one in near relation; afterwards it was Cx- 
ceedinely fer upon my hearr, not ro- do 1t 
onely in his behalf, buc alſo in the behalf of 
other poor dark ſouls in relation ro me, * 

May the 4. Oh my ſoul! muſt thou nor 
needs acknowleds the Lord a God hearing 
the very groanes of thy ſoul, before they 
were effe:tually pur up > puting in at the 
yery time, a feaſonable word into the 
monthes of his ſervants; fuiting rothy rrou- 
bles, and fears, ſupporting thy ſpirit under 
them abundantly > 

And did not the Lord, {that ſame day May 
4.) by a letter, that, ( as ſoone as 1 came 
home, ) came ro my hands, gave my 
ſoul great hopes of a begun work upon that = 
poor foul, which came, {as 1t Were,) as a 
freſh return of prayer, this very perſon be- 


' ing in my heatt in theſe defiresthar were 


then put up > . May 
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May 21, the Lord was pleaſed, one E- 
vening, very much ro draw our my heart to 
beg his appearance ro my ſoul in eyery or- 
dipance 1D a more full and lively manner 
then formerly, and next day ( being the fir 
day of the week ) rruly,the Lord was pleaſed 
very much to appear; inthe morning, to re- 
freſh and chear my heart, and fo alſo in the 
ordinance of the ſupper; for which bleſs 
the Lord, O my ſoul. 

The foorth of the fourth monerh ; In the 
Evening I tound my heart very dead, and 
dull ro any ſpiritual ſervice, yet the Lord 
waspleaſed to draw it out in this requeſt to 
him, begging a ſpecial preſence of his the 
next day, both in prayer and preaching, and 
the ordinance of the ſupper , begging rhe 
Lord to appear through his ſervant that was 
ro adminiſter in his name; that there mighr 
be ſuch a lively preſence and appearance of 
God through him, as might be a roken of 
eood to my ſoul. 

And truly rhe Lord was pleaſed rhe nexr 
day ina lively manner to appear, not onely 
ſuiting his appearance ro that dead dull 
frame my wretched heart was in to him, 
bur doing abundantly above even my cx- 
peRarion, in ſome ſenle riding rriumphant- 
ly and elo:ionſly 1n the charet of his 
word. = 
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The 13 of this fourth monerh, in, the E- 
yenins, the Lord drew out my heart 
much, amongſt other things, ro plead with 
him ro diſcover ro me what the defires, 
the hungrings and rhe thirſtings of my ſoul 
were indeed, after telling him withall , 
that ( as farre as I knew my own hearr; ) 1T 
was not after the world;the profits, pleaſures, 
or any thing 1D it, beſeeching him co ſearch 
and try me, and 1t I were deceived in 
this, to diſcover it to me) and to be ſo farre 
from ſarisfying any thirſt of my ſoul after 
any thing befides himſelf, as to blaſt ir, and 
romake me ſenſible of ir, and humble before 
him for ir, bur relling him wirhall, char he 
had promiled rhar he thar hungers and thirſs 
after righreouſneſs, they ſhall - be farisfied 
and filled; and truely it (1know any thing 
of my own heatr ) this is ir my ſoul waireth 
for, and brayerh afrer, ro be made more 
like him, more. conformable ro him), 
to have the ſpirit of a child put upon mez 
whereby I might be more like unto him and 
more dedicated and given up in all my 
wayesto him : but thar, if it were nor thus 
with me,bur thar Iwere deceived in ir, I did 
then beg, above all things in the world, chat - 
the Lord would diſcover ut unco me. 

The 25 of this fourth moneth, my ſpiric 

Was 
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wasdrawn out to beg theLords appearance the 

next day, and ſuiring my heart ro at, (which I 

foundina very dead & Gul frame) beſeeching 
the Lord that his appearance might not an- 
{wer that wrerched frame my heart was then 

* an,but thar my hearr maght be pur in frame to 
meer with him. 

Asalfo, thar the Lord would be pleaſed 
to provide a portior for every poor foul tha 
defires ro fee his face, -and to ſeek his pre- 
ſence, thar rhey might find ſome word ſuira-f} rc 
ble co.rheir condition ; and how richly andf y 
abundancly did the Lord anſiwefach of thoſeff rr 
gefires, borh in behalf of my ownſoul, andff] ro 
alſo onthe behalt of others > how gloriouſly] ir, 
did the Lord appear and ride criumphantlyfff to 
inthe Charer of his word > this day in chef hit 
morning , preſenting very glocious uſefull ble 
truths, ſeaſonable ro my poor ſouls whichY mi 
the Lord enable me ro practiſe and; makeÞ wh 
uſe of, enabling me ro1mprove the promiſes on; 

To this great work of cleaning trom corrup-Y as | 
tion, dre 

Yea, the Lord was plcafed, in a-further 
way, toanfwer my defares for others, purring 
ina very ſcaſonable word of his co my Cozen 
; © Jefferſon, concerning tree-will , who was 
* much in my thoughts in my former requelisſſhea; 
ſhewing how che promiſes were made * bn Queſ 


the Income: of God to « Beluever. 128 
ſpe of our own weakneſs and norhingnels; 
for had the creature any power, God need 
ins] not promiſe to do all. 

an- * The Lord having thus appeared this 
henſÞ morning} there aroſe 1n my hearra queſtion 
2 toff at noon, wherher I ſhould nor publickly by 
Nr. K»19ht offer up praiſes rothe Lordfor 
this appearance of his, bur chrough many 
fears that aroſe upon my ſpirit leſt ir might 
be mifconſirued, as if I did defire ro appear 
to be ſomebody, with the like tempration 
was kept off, yer ( notwithſtanding ſome 
trouble ro my ſpirit, for I was greatly defi-_ 
rous to have bleſſed the Lord publickly for 

it,) yet how did the Lord appear 1D anſwer 
tothis ſecrer defire of mine! For Mr. K»:ghe 
himſelf, upon his own account, did largely . 
bleſſe rhe Lord for his appearance in the 
midft of the day, and ſo throughout, with 
which my heart aid really cloſe, and ſo did 
our Siſter Arzal.,as ſhe ſaid afterward, as well 
3 my ſelf, greatly rejoycing that che Lord 
drew our his hearr 1n that wherein her heart 
and mind alſodid ſo abundantly joyn. 

Our Brethen having made ſome entrance 
ozenEinto the private conference, and ſomewhar 

waſjof God appearing from ſeveral of them, my 

xelivdeart was much drawn our to propound ſome 

2 Ic-Fqueſtions ro them, having rwo or rhree 


ſpeR chings 
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things upon my ſpirit, wherein I was much 

isfied , and having. reſolved upon the 
thing 18 general, there aroſe a grear diſpur > 
in my ſpirit, which queſtion ro propouna 
firſt, ( for they all lefr much weighr upon 
my ſpirit ) and among{t others, 1had a very 
irons defire ro propound this, what means 
might be beſt available for rhe ſubduing ot 
pride; and firong debare had Iin my ſpirit, 
before I could patle this over, yer; at the laſt 
my ſpirit was overcome to propound ano- 
ther, which proved very ſuitable ro many 
a_ ſpirirs, in which I ſaw ſome hand of 
God. 

Yer did my heart earneſtly long afrer 
ſome reſolurions concerning that of pride, 
bur how gloriouly did the Lord a while af- 
rer { the 26 of this fourth moneth ) appear 
10 anſwer to it > ſhewing me, that there 1s 
no way like to the taking of the advantage 
of the ordinances, which the Lord enable 
me to do. 

Abour the end of this fourth monerh, ob- 
ſerving Mr. Knight ſomewhat aſtoniſhed 
at the paſlages of providence inthe govern- 
ment, upon which, for ſome time, he was 
very weak 1n praying for it, and ſeeking rhe 
Lord for them in place, which was a great 


crouble ro my {pirit, whereupon I made a 
| draught 


Dn we, Aa —T — ———_— 


draught of a letter ro ſend ro him, wherein 
I preſented him with my ſcatrered rhoughtrs, 
cefiring him to take aveiw of what he deht- 
vered to us the laſt rhankſgiving day, from 
that, Iſas. 65. 24. before they call | will an- 
ſwer , ſhewing, that God was ſo quick in 
his work in theſe larrer dayes, that;he often 
lefr his own behind, with ſome other ſuch 


- hints, which lercer I did not ſend, fearing 


co preſſe too farre upon my own ability in. 
that kind, | 
Bur how abundantly did the Lord anſwer 
thoſe defires which were onely upon my 
heart, bur nor preſemed ar all ſave onely_ 
before the Lord > who was pleaſed ro draw 
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our his heart to mention them before him, 


and afterwards upon the Io of the 6 moneth, 
( upon the occaſion of a day kept to ſeek rhe 
Lord for them) the Lotd was pleaſed'again 
rocaſt in thoughts upon the ſame' Scripture 
10 [ſas. 65. 24. before they call 1 will anſwer, 
which wasa real anſwer of my poor defires, 
wherein the Lord fhewed me,rhar the defires 
I had were yer upon his heart, ( for which 
bleſs the Lord O my ſoul ) who, though 
thou didit nor preſs them, (thoſe defires be- 
ing hindred by ſome thoughts arifing in my 
own mind,) yet was pleated to give metro 
ſee the deived iſſue which thou didſt aim 
208 K There 


5 "There was the 10 of the 6 rhoneth, at a 


Private day of . humiliation ( we kept with 
reipeR tothe publick affairs of the nation 


& our ſelyes) four papers of defices pur up to. | 


the Lord roMr,Kx:gheztheſe rwo firk theLord 
harch begun graciouſly roanſwer rhe rench 
of this fucth monerh : The firit was this one, 
(ro. whom the Lord hath diſcovered from 
his word, what great advantages there are 

\ heldourins ro the cleanfing of the ſoul, 
and pertefting of holineſs in them,, bur rhe 
party:not being able ro-diſcern them to be 
e real adyantages to their {ouls:;although 

it rbeip heart deceive. them -nor } it is the 
great, delire, and;expectartion of their fouls 
ro perfeQ- holine(s ,.. and. rhe wans::of. the 
fghr of-zx. their covrinyed burthens. which 
maketh them. even. cry. out for deliverance, 
and: for, the; accompliſhreent of; the rime 
whereinrhey ſhall. diſbonour God no more, 
bur-ſhalk be made like -uoro him,): defires 
remembrance before: che Lord to choſe 


your 
eds, that ſeeing his wills in-thoſe things, 


and;:thet; che promulſe.. is: io full COncermneg' 
the accompliſbment;.of; it that. he would 


that che work. goes ſo heavily, on, and; what 
ſhajbbe diſcovered to be theler, ir may alſo 
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Pleaſe-to-.diſcover ro their ſouls; why its: 
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| = this req, diſcovering ro my ! foul 
but 
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hearts Thy upporred | and Barb up ; and 192 
fubmaſivet j-willingtotycdown ar Higfaae, 
to b= mizde rg do, tobear,' to ſuffer, i6for- 
ſake iny the for his Slory. 
But Fepeiog aid the Lord {is 
fame day being rhe'refith! day of chis wh 
th. 


moneth beSin t« anſwer one main'th 
7 


Ee. 


aply, -ohe tnditi end why he" di 
fp this work of oli) in mes 
corrupt Rill ro work, mi9hr 
fs fl ry out te on, py 
hap ply : Tha! not been (6 impo 
Hy Fkrad ifcer betteMton « as 
miſſion and pardc 


cry more miehtily and "re * on BY 
him; and refolve ro Si - dans 
nor that 1 ſhould contenir Tt aur= > 
in9 out thoſe defires to bim,s Fs 
( as was alſo hinted ro me he fan Ne. 
bur t6 be Warchful over my bh A 
ence , watching and Pray 
105, uncill the Lotd 
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I653. hinted ro me ) what was Gods 
in diſcovering the power and ſtrengrh of (in, 
bur thar we come more near to him, and by 
faith roul upon his covenant and promiſe fob 
firength againſt 1 2 and, on the other fide, 
whar 1s Sathans end in ſetting home finne 
with the aggravations of it bur to make us 
fit doivn in diſcouragement > now, ( O my 
ſoul), is it better tor thee to accompliſh 
Gods end, or Sathans end > oh therefore 
clofe in with God,& beg power and firengrh 
of himrodoir. 
- Nay; 1n- farther anſwer, the Lord was 
pleaſed ro enable me to expoltulate with that 
unbelief, and firſt of my own hearr, this 
eleventh day, ſaying, O my ſoul, is it nor 
thy duty to beleeve zfor is it nor ſaid, bleſſed 
are they thas beleeve ? though thouſee nor luſt 
and corruption ſubdued by rhe eye of ſenſe, 
ye , O. my-ſoul; roul upon the Covenanc 
and prom e by faith, for Pih 6 the ſubſtance 
" things not ſeen, and the evidence of things 
tor . therefore when thou come to be 
fully rid of this body of death, chen faith 
ſhall ceaſe, and be of no uſe; but now is the 
ame tb a faith; when thou capſi, by the 
eycof ſenſe ſee bothips, bur thy ſelf_co. be 
coimpaſſed in with a body of death and cor- 
1 11 EP PE 
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 Andforrhe wan of the fight of holineſs 
perteted in the far of God, the Lord dorh 
{or | not onely diſcover that his will lies inchis 
ide, | work) thar ir is his will even our ſanRifica- 
nne | tion, and that we may well remember him 
, us L withirt, and pray as he reacherh us, that his 
my f will may be done, fo ir ſhall cerrainl be, 
lik | bur did the Lord diſcover ro my foul { rhe 
ore | Eleventh of this monerh ) that this alſo was 
oth | part of the prayer of GChrilt, ſa»H:fy thens 
x through thy truth, Joh, 17. and he ſaichin Joh, 
was | 171. ipeaking at Laſazrm his grave ; { thank. 
rhat | thee, O Father, that thou haſt heard me alwayes, 
this | St / ſpeak it for their ſakes, that they might be- 
nor || {ezve ; now, ( O my ſoul) it this be Chritts 
ſed | prayers and thar as he ſaith, Job, 17, not for 
lutt | the diſciples onely,but all that ſbould after beleeve, 
noſe, Þ and it God hearerh him in what ever he ask- 
nant eth, as ( he ſaich ) he dorh . chen,O my ſoul, 
ance | vp and beleeve; tor this work ſhall cerrainly 
ings | 52 0D. 
e. The truth is, the Lord'did herein not 
ith | onely anſwer to this, bur to the orher re- 
che | quelt alſo char was this day preſented , ſo 
that the Lord did anſwer them both, even 
as Ididart once preſent them both, ('bleſled 
tor ever be his name ) 
Which gracious anſwer cauſed my ſoul 
the next day to _—_ this ſhoce defire alſo 
: ; ©0 
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ro Mr. Knight, to be put up ro God in way 
of thanks, ſaying, one, whom the Lord hath 
been pleaſed ( rarough rich grace and mer- 
Cy ) x9 bear, andanſyer fince our laſt meer- 
 ing,defires tro magnihe the name of our pray- 
er-hearing God, a God that delighirerh in 
mercy, and 1n the manifeſtation of xc ro his 
poot worthleſs Creature , deſeeching him 
tucther ro increaſe my faith, and help me 
toaRtar lively rg ae iD a plevciiull 
iseding upop th | Jeſus, char fo m 
foul —_ find abundanc irengrh, healing wo. 
Cleanſing to iſlue from him in whom all my 
bopeand help lyerh. - 


* 
The fame renrh of this fixth month, the 
ſecond paper that I pur up this day was in re- 
| Jatzon ro our communion, which Ithus ex- 
| preſſed; Ope of rhis deſpiſed handful deſires, 
16s rd. would bepleaſed ro humble our 
is before him» that we have been guilry 
before him of raſhneſs,and inconfiderareneſs, 
together with want. of love and tenderneſs 
tocach other, which the Lord make every 
ſoul, of: ws deeply ſcnbble of, and help usro 
| mexe. tQ' his praiſe, in every good 
word: and work: that we might never by a- 
ny of our weakneſſes and milcarriageaþe any 
<aſfrntoduckendisglary. torke world, 
"lpankgerio whith the Lord was pleated 
| 4, in 
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in ſome meaſuresto draw our the heart of Mr, 
XK. to conteſle rhis iniquity before the Lord 
with it, a ſenſe of and to mourn for one,who 
came 1n at rhe firſt, withour due trial;(which 
I hope, not-wichour ſome ground, the Lord 
harh ſer ic home upon many it not all our ſpi- 
rits,with adeepſenſe of our miſcarrage1n ic.) 

' The rench of rhe faxch monerh, were rhie 
papers put up alſoto preſent ro the Lord by 


Mr. Kwight ara day of faltzthus ; Onedelres 


your earneſt prayers before the Lord, and ro 
ipreadche ſad condicion of one in near rela- 
tion to her, that conceiverh- himfelf in a 
happy condition, whenthere are-grounds e- 
nough to fear the. contrary, fheidefires you 
rogerther ' with her ro beleech. che Lord ro 
dilcover it rohim, thar fo he may! hive no 
rett in- his ſoul, rill: he be bronghr: home, 
and builc upon; rhe Lord Jeſns Chriſt; rhar 
onely toundation,. | 

The ſame trench of thisfixth Month 165 3. 
one who was compaſied' with ſach'a bo- 
dy of dearh-and- corcuprion,' (under which 
the party ſadly mourns )- pollucing/atl char 
everſhe pacs-her kand'unco; therefore ſhe 
defires your earneſt prayers tothe Lord) thar 
he woutd come-and dwel in her ſont; andbe 


as a refiners freand as fitter-Sope ro: cleanſe 
hier, and to burnup whatſoyer 1s contrary to 
K 4 himlels 
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bumſeltz or any way darkens his glory. 

The 13 .of the faxrh monech, The Lord 
drew out my heartexceedingly ro beg an in- 
creafe of faich;even beyond hghr & ſenſe;rhar 
though I could nor ſee corruption dead, yer 
that I might beleeve that ir ſhould be fo in 
Gods time ; as alſo to' beg for our fiſter 
Harrs her Mother,and that the Lord would 
pleaſe rocure her of the fear of death, who 
had been ſubjeR ro this bondage, and help 
her to commit hec foul co him). as a faithful 
Creatour z: and an everlaſting loving tender- 
hearred Father. 

The fifreenth day of the ſixth monerh ; was 
diſcovered ro me, that I had often thought, 
that if I had bur afſurance of the love of 
God, then nothing could trouble me, bur 1 
ſhould be ſwallowed up with joy, andeven 
overcome with it : but ( Oh my ſoul) hath 
it been thus with thee fince the Lord appear- 
ed abundantly in way of refreſhment tothee> 
or rather quire contrary, fince thou haſt been 
ſer free from from the fear of hell and wrath, 
oh how ſad rorhink rhat ever chou ſhouldeit 
live to rebel againſt ſuch a God, a Father of 
ſo much mercy. 

About the end of | the ſeventh monerh.the 


Lord being pleaſed ro lay ſome light affliicti- 
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on upon my poor body , thereby drawing 
out my heart after this manner to him: 
Bleſſed Lord, whar might thy ends be in thy 
fa: herly chaſtiſements > oh rhat thou wouldtt 
diſcover ir! and rather ler this atfliction a- 
bid2, continue, yea be increaſed, and aug- 
mented what thou wilt, rather then that the 
corruption ſhould nor be diſcovered, and 
purged out ; which requeſts were ſtill con- 
rinued: Then was the Lord pleaſed in ſome 
meaſure, in anſyer hereunto, to diſcover 
thoſe things following to me, which I know 
not » bur that he might much aim ar; as 
mighr not the Lord have ſome reſpe&tro thy 
want of pity and compatſion ro one in mi- 
ſery > Might noc the Lord lay his hand up- 
on thee, though noc in that kind > nay were 
he nor righreous it he ſhould lay the ſame 
Rrokephatt not thou deſerved it as wel as ſhe> 
might not the Lord doit tocall thee home , 
and quicken thee from thy floth, deadneſs, & 
dulneſs, and che eftrangement of heatrr thar 
was ſo faſt a growing between thy ſoul and 
the Lord > ( O bleſſed father, ſaith my ſoul, 
let my corruptions be wrought out, and thy 
poor Crearure qQuickned, ) 

Was not thy heart and affeftions exceed- 
ingly running our from the Lord rothe crea- 
ture > oh blenied be that roke chat cals _ 

) 
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back ſo thatthis work were bur done by ir. 
. Thethicddayot rhe eighth monerh, be- 
ins much opprefled in ipicit wich the 
thoughts of the diſhonour rthar would come 
to God, and ſcandal ro the Golpel, byrhe 
fad falling vf one of our brerchren,. and the 
fear thar 1s npon my heart rouching him: 
The Lord was pleaſed ro draw our my 
hearr this evening, ro beg of him to diſco- 
ver toour ſouls in genzcall. and to my ſoul 
In particularywhar his ends were in garher- 
ms this poor handful rogerher, relling him, 
F hope, hedid nor do ir ro make usthe in- 
ſtruments of his diſhonour rothe world, and 
withall I was put uponit ( Iverily beleeve 
by the ſpirir of the Lord) ip that ſame day 
ro.reflect back upon my own ſoul; what my 
ends were injoyning in that communion,and 
as I was preſfling the Lord ro ſhew me why 
Qrto whar end he had-direted me to joyn 
inthar ſocierie, relling him withalz thar 
ſnrely: my deſires were to attend upon di- 
re&ion in. it, and that if any other thing 
whar ever-did byaſſe my ſpirit in the a&, 
tharth2 Lord would pleaſe ro diſcover it to 
me, whereupon I begged ot the Lord rhac 
he would help me ro examines my: heart a- 
bour. itz and char if I were byaſſed:/by any 
wrong ceſpeR;thar rhe Lord would convince 
me 
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me of ir,and humble my ſoul deeply for it, 
and pardon ic 1n Chrilts bjood : now (Q my 
fot) deal imparrially in this work of exa- 
mrnarion in this thing, and ſpread ir before 
him, Tet a 


em 


Thjs Letter Was given to Maſter 
Knight, what to ſcek the Lord 
about; upon the ninth of this 
Moreth 165 3. | 


Dear Sir, 


CAthan having often beſet my foul to 
endeavour to keep it from a preſent 
participating in this holy ordinance , up» 
on ſeveral. pretences, and having again 
now attempted it,I durſt no longer keep 
bis counſel, but in the imparting of 'it 
[crave that help of: your prayers at the 
throne of. Grace, that the Lord wonld 
be pleaſed to diſappoint him in all-his 
: devices, 


'/ "t4t  ' Holy Experiments of” 

'_ vices,that wherein he ſeeketh todo me 
hurt mayprove the realleſt advantage of 
ſpiritual good to my ſoul, yet tearing 
whether it do indeed come from him 
or no, cauſerh ſome trembling upon my 


| ſpirit, howcoat ; if it be a plot of his, 


it is a fair one, ariſing after this manner, 
having often found great appearances of 
God (as Ihope I may lay to his praiſe 
I have in other of his ordinances,) bur 
finding my heart oftentimes very much 
ſhut up, as it were, and given over to 
deadneſs, dulneſs and heavineſs of ſpi- 
rit, which was no way ſuitable to a hi. 
nteal heart and ſoul-quickning ordi- 
nance, and finding this very much to 
prevail, even at thus preſent , defiring 
your prayers, that the Lord would di- 
ret me what to do, by diſcovering to 
my {ou}, whether indeed ic doth ariſe 
from a ſ{ubcilty of Sathan yea or no, or 
whether it be a lively alarum from 
heaven to my ſoul, thus trembling in 
my ſelf, whether my forbearance may 
not be found a yeilding to Sathan, or 


whe- 
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whether on the other ſide, I may not 
atretnpt and provoke the | Lord by ruſh- 
ing unpreparedly upon his holy things ; 
thus deſiring to give up my felt into the 
hands :of the Lord, waiting for the 
breathings of his ſpirit through the help 
of your prayers. + 

beſeech the Lord alone to guide and 
lead 'my ſoul inall its motions and aQi- 
ons in this preſent world, untill he ſhall 
bring it co 2 full enjoyment of tumſelf 
in the perfection of holineſs, which my 
ſoul -waiteth and longeth for , where 
ſhall fully enjoy what now my poor ſoul 
hath bur a tranſient taſte of, which the 
Lord -accompliſh;.in his own time, and 
make me willing; to wait my.appointed 
time, until my change come, that when 
ever. my Lord comes, I may be found 
watching. | 

The 10 of this 8 moneth ( oh my 

ſoul) did not theLord give me a gracious 
anſwer and return tv this defire and 
prayer forementioned, even whiles thou 
wert, pouring out thy ſoul derore = 
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Lord , HH "thou — _ th 
cortuprion of thy: heart, beggmg'ot-t 
Land that he ny fubdne this yoicked 
frame of -ſpirir, this deadnes-and gull 
nebs in his ſervices, and cominuing iffu- 
itg our of corruption ; pleading and 
arguing it out with the Lord, after this 
inanner; chat chougtvchov wert nnhyor- 
| thy altogerhet to: beg (any mercy from 
| himo? this mercy, yer were Mere Hor 
| . drhers of his povr fervancs that 4vere 

- pleading with him 'fos my poor; foil * 
S not fny Lord: Jefas now/ar his 
otor hand' pleading! for me';, that 1 
night not” be; pulled 6ur of his handeFot 
ho ci the Lordiendure wickednels, 
ay luſt; or corropeion-eo poffele'niy 
Heat, afid take rhe'Sceprer our of i 
Kd.and ſo e6 rule arid reign- over nie? 
nay could my ſoul bear it ro' b&thitf 
Over-powred; arid to tive my liett thus 
chievitt i from: Chriſt; and rhus captivated 
' fire and- Sathasi, -Wher! one Ot of 

” month could ſee-my:':fout at Hers 
oy befecching: thi Loi ws ſexrch{ ime 
and 
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and* totry me , for -he knew whether 
thoſe > defires and teares and - groanes 
came from my heatt yea or no; yeal 
know thou doſt ſearch me and knoweſ 
my _ bur Loyd _— alſo to = 
and if there be any: hypocriſy in my {pi- 
rit in thus regard, oh that thee wouldeft 
anſwer: me fo by fire ro conſurtic that 
drofle' and corruption in my ſoul, yea 
whatſoever thyrighteous eyeſeerh in tis 
that is darkening'to thy glory; and with- 
all relling:the | Lord how like a flood of 
mighty'waters' this-corruption come itt 

upon" me, one wave following anorhet; 
that I had no power to withſtand it , 
though he had diſcovreed much of him 
ſelf ro:my fonl, and-of the riches of his 
Srace,and emptineſs of all other things, 
that yet my ſoul ſhould fo run after va- 
nity, beſceching the Loid to give2reatk 


{ tura to all the affetions of my foul; 


and to fix: them upon the Lord: Jefus 
Chriſt, . where they ſhall be fare to be 
returned; 
This' was in the- morning of _— 
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day, then cid the Lord further 
_ quiet my heart.in ——— lacrt- 

fice, that ſame day his ſpirit breathed in 

my ſoul after this manner: (dear Lord) 


oh that thou wouldeſt ſuppreſle chis ſpi- 


rit of murmuring under thy band, and 
if thou wilt have thy poor creature ſtill 
to wreſtle: and ſtrive under a. body of 
death and corruption, and temptations 


. and ſnares, and intanglements, ob'that 


thou-wouldſt help me in this work, that 
I may-not yeild-under it, . but may hold 
eur ina continual reſiſtance, and fighing, 
and never give over, or making any 
peace with fine z and though thou doſt 
not ſee meer utterly to root our: finne, 
pt ( oh Lord ) gweit its deadly blow, 
et 1t be ſtill dying, and withering, and 
decaying, and work in my ſoul growing 
and increa(ing;even untill chou haſt tully 

perfected it. 
About the tenth of this eighth month, 
this experience was given in to. my ſoul 
by the Lord, concerning Sathans/ deal- 
ing with my ſoul, and ſomerefreſhments 
ro 


: þ ".W 
. 
 atisfie 


a, wed gd H 44 gre pes uh Ah dat ni. od tas ed ad 54 ot wn io 4 AS eee .To = 


—_ 


_ tinually appeal 


' the Tiiborves of God 104 Beleever. $ 47 


to-ſupport my fpint under it. -- 
( Oh my ſoul ) hath not Sathan'dealec 
with thee concerning this great otdi- 
nance of - the Lords: ſupper, even as he 
hath formerly doneconcerning the great 
duty of prayer 2 tiowoften hatli heſug- 
geſted ro thee, that it is to ho end to 
pray to the. Lord, reaſoning this with 
thee oftentimes, doſt thou think there 
is any ſach' God a$'thou-prayeſt'ro,/did 
he ever hear thee, -or give thee any to» 
ken of anſwer 2 why'*rhen doſt th6u-con- 
Ito him 'anid ur out thy 
ſoul before him *- andhach he nor' done 
juſt *rhus 'abour rhiis ordinance” of the 


+ Lords Supper 2 thou wicked ſpirit; how 


ofren haſt thou been proved a lyar? what 
eminent tokens ex tas even me of 
his hearing prayer from time to time. 
both _ + my ſelf, and others, 
and therein have proved thee a lyar? and 
why then (oh my ſoul) ſhouldfſt thou nor 
beleeve that Sathan will alſo prove 2 
lyar in this © is not the Lord yeſterday, 
and to day, and wr ever? gy +4 


-—- 
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ſhortened, or his hand weakened, that 
-he.cannot fave,and deliver and appear to 
thee in as glorious a manner as ever? 
.oh then wait for him, and whar if thou 
waiteſt yncill thy diffolution £ it will be 
happinefle more then thou doſt deſerve, 
to be found waiting, ' yet thou doſt not 
know how ſoon he may appear to thee, 

About the middle o* the eight month 
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A Letter to Mr. Knight the. frx- 
teenth of the eighth Moneth 
1653. In Anſwer to the formet 
defire to him the ninth ef *the 
ſame moneth, to bleſſe the Lord 
for the Anſwer. 


Dear Sir, 
Hs formerly, in the time of my 
{adneſle , Jelired our remem» 
brance' before the Lord, who hath ap- 
peared in prayer both publick and p1t- 
vate, aS alſo many other wayes, thereby 
ſtaying my poor ſpirit to wait upon him, 


. even tor the full accompliſhment of his 


own promiſe, who hath aid, finne thall 
not - have dominion over his , that are 
not under the law but under gracez as 
alſo that he would tread down Sathan 
under his peoples feet ſhortly., which 
my- ſoul deſires to wait upon him for, 
and in the mean time, delires to bleſle 
his name; and that you would blefle 
L 2 w_ 
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' him together with me, that he was plea- 
{ed to openany fountaines of love and 
mercy 1n thus vale of teares, ſo abun- 
dantly. fulfilling rg\.my poor ſoul -thar 
worg of ;his, which he was pleaſed no 
Jooner to ſer upon my heart with a per- 
{waſton, in ſome meaſure, that it ſhould 
be made good, rouling though weakly 
upon him for it, but that he was pleaſed 
{o todo indeed, that word I found, Iſai. 
56. 19, When the enemics ſhall come in like 
4 flood, the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall- ſet up 
s ſtandard acainſt them, for which I'defire 
ro blefſe his name, deſeeching ſim? that 
thoſe impreſſions that he was pleaſed by 
his ſpirit through ſeveral words of bis, 
to make upon my heart, might -never 
be forgotten by me,but that they might 
continually be as ſupports to my poor 
weak faith , that it may grow trom 
ftrength-to ſtrength , even cill T hall 
meer my God ; bleſled for everbe thar 
God that was pleaſed to know my poor 
ſoul in this hour of temptation, and to 
take this pdor lame ſoul, and lead, 'and 
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ury it of: being not able to go one 
wks of rag. cans without: nd 
bur rhar-it getteth one knock or- bruiſe 
or other; yea, bleſſed for ever be thar 
God and Saviour, that will not ſuffer 
his poor creature to flip as he doth 0- 
thers,' but. was pleaſed, in rich mercy, 
to be ever awakening my poor drowſy 
ſpirit « by - one afflition or another z 
thoughts of which do much refreſh 
my ſpirit, and ſeemeth art preſent a ſpe- 
cial roken of his love, for which I defire 
to bleſſe him, and, oh:that I could praiſe 
the - name of that God and Fa- 
ther, who is the Father of all mercy and 
God of all conſolation z for truely I 
muſt needs ſay, I am perſwaded, Sathan 
had not now been ler looſe to buffet me 
thus, had I not been ſo {leepy. and drow- 
ſy in ſpirit ; but blefled be that rod that 
awakned my poor ſoul from the {leep of 
any finne, ſo that the: Lord will bur 
pleaſe to work it out, ( which I delire to 
wait on God for. ) : 
- I ſhould ( for ſome reſpect ) have for- 
L 3 born _ 
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born" this duty of praife , but that the 
Lord hath ler in the clear fight of this 
mercy z asalſo leſt I ſhould prove un- 
grateful for ſo large manifeſtation of 
mercy, though all I can doin it is a meer 
nothing, the greater 15 the goodneſs of 
God that bowes dowa to accept {uch 
broken praiſes, which 1 have cauſe e- 
ven to lament over , having too little 
ſpiritual life in chem, whenas in truth, 
my whole foul and body ſhould be a ho- 
ly and lively ſacrifice to God, which the 
d inable me to do to that: God, 
whence all my enjoyments come, in 
whom Idefire to reſt your unworthy, bue 
;n defire and hope real fnend, for my 
Lords ſake. 
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22, He Lord was pleaſed to help me 
| PS very much in Thes ſearch: by Mr. 

| J ES S Kn ghe , who i, ake from this 

>) }/ the ninth 

oy of thisninth Moneth. . 

Tn the 14 of Lake, 42, 43+ from: which he 

ſhewed, We have the Lord ſetting out the 

bleſſedneſſe of that ſervanc that i oy Area 

- the work that his Lordintruſtech him _ 
R an 


Holy xperim outs ; 
and whom his Lord when he comes findeth to 
de ſo doing. ashe appointed. 

Mo gen ar_ what comfortable hopes 


r our from eerie 
Hanes of thy own heart, upon int, 
that the Lord hath made thee fairhful ry hor 


thou art poor, weak, and unworthy mw 
way to be the ſervant of ſnch a Lord: what 
__ thou ſay to this? hath the Lord indeed 
_ __ 'chful > 
_ ſome hopes of ir, that 
the Voed bath made" me in ſome meaſure 
faichfal, from that ſincerity that the Lord 
bath pur into my heart to. aim purely at his 
8lo in all] do in this world : the contrary 
ich cauſeth much bitterneſs in my ſpi- 
tie; Fer through the prevalency of theunre- 
generate part in me, 1 am, many times, by- 
aſſed andcarried deto aim ar other things, 
in many of my wayes; but the of my 
Nite my principal: aim. Tor if I know 8 
2s y own heart) through mercy, I 
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daily defiring and |begging © 
mighe not at any time in any command of his 
be found ting with fleſh and blood, 
but that as ſoon as ever he diſcovereth his ivils 
many thing whatever co me, that he would ab 
fo inableme to obey irreadily. 

Finding the Spirit bf the Lord (1 hope) 
oftentimes breathing in my ſoul, after this 
manner : Lord, if thou wilt but difcover thy 
minde & will co mEin'll my wayes, that isit 
I beg of thee, and though ic be never fo ton- 
trary to fleſh and blood , yea, though 1 can 
fee nothing, but thar it is laid out for roaffli& 
me, and to bea trial, and exerciſe for me, and 
ſo have nothing to induce me but thy will: 
yer, Lord, if thou wilt bur diſcover thy minde 
In it to me, what would 1 then beg of thee, 
but onely a ready frame to.yield obedience to 
thy will,and teave the ſuceefs & ſanRifying of - 
ir ro me, ro thy ſelf : andif on the orher ſide 
I rhink any mercy t6 be'never ſo good; or for 
my advantage, yer if thou ſeeſt meer to dif- 
cover to my ſoul. that thy will is nor in it, 
would I hot then (if I know my own heart) 
beg above all things, ro have my will to be 
wholly ſwallowed up into thine, Lord? And 


this hope is grounded (in fome meaſure” up- 


_ -on the abuntiar expetience- the Lord bath 
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_ me of his goo 
= kindneſs in his often denying-me of 
my wi | | 
.3 IT hope the Lord hath (inſome meaſure) 
made me a faithful Servant in that he hath ſer 
my ſoul upon the watch, ro know his minde 
and will, indeavouring and deſfiring to keep 
my-eye upon him, and him only, that I mighc 
fee what his minde and will is, who hath faid, 
that he will gxide bis by his eye : which cauſeth 
my ſoul (though with-much weakneſſe) nor 
'onely earneſtly to defire, but alſo to indea- 
vour'to refic& upon all my motions and aci- 
ons, and thoughts, and words in this world, 
toſce with what countenance, my Lord look- 
eth upon this and th2 other ation, being (I 
hope) deſirous, I am fure (if my heart deceive 
me not) to ſee the will of my God, in every 
promiſe, providence, and-adminiſtration. 

4 The Lord-hath made me faithful, in that 
he hath put into my ſoul this- earneſt deſire, 
that my ends in aH I do might-onely be to 
feek-the advancement'sf him,my Lord, whom 
I deſire only to ſerve, daily begging of him I 
might no more ive to my.ſelf,- as I have too 
much, and have too long done. yea; whenT 
finde any thing of my ſelf or ſelf-ends to ap- 
pear or break forth, chough but in the buds, 
isit notbicter to-my ſoul? and ſuch as imbit- 
19D "Ip: — 


dneſs and mercy; anda- 
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ters the beſt ation to me, though, otherwiſe 


never ſo good ? And thisdefire of ſerving 
the Lord, I may upon experience ſay, I finde 
to differ not only from tharſlaviſh feat that is 
in others, (I will not ſay ſo) though I ſuppoſe 
it tO be truealſo, but from that flaviſh fear 
that did too much predominate in my own 
poor ſoul, which did, in the time of my bon- 
dage, cauſe me to fear rathes then love him "* 
bur now the: Lord hath (in ſome meaſure) 
been ſcrewing up my obedience to an higher 
note or pin, thatit isnow to a Lord and Fa- 
ther, whom, at laſt, I would love. And I do 
alſo lantenc before him, in the ſincerity of my 
ſoul, that I can love him no more, who have 
ſo much  lovelineſs in him, yea nothing but 
lovelineſs : yea, itisa ſervice of a Lord who 
wills all, and maketh thelaw, and makethirt to 
be juſt , becauſe he can do no evil: and I 
would I could continually meditate upon this 
his will, but this is it I daily preſs after, and 
mourn under the want of the clear fight of 
this, that there ſhould be ſo much fear in my 
heart concerning the iſſue or event of any 
thing, wherein my Lord ſhall be pleaſed - 
at any time to declare his will to lie in. 


R 3  *Farther- 
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Further diſceveries of | Faithſulveſs. 


' 1+ FaichfulneGappears in therealityof the 


heart, ſerving. the Lord with: all the- bearr, 


ſoul, and ſcrength; and: ſo. faithfulneſs in; 


prayer lieth not in tbe pouring.out. of words, 
though with ſome affection, bug doing it with, 
a]lthe heart, ſoul, and ſtrength, andaFull ex- 
excile pf. every grace t9-che-urmoſt in, every 
ſervice] do for-Chriſs, And (Q my.ſoul) is 


nat thisthat thou predſeſceſtar, though 
thou canſt nor fins n unto.it ?-what elſe 
makerh thee to mourn over: thy. prayers and. 
duties, but thag thou findeſt - no.more-of thy, 
hearrand ſerengea in them ?-Is.nge,; thy conr 
ſranc defire, that, all. thy ſoul. agd firenggh! 


thaudoeſt him, 2 ; 

2, They.axe faithful ſervancs of Chriſt,thax. 
do-all they do.in-order to a truſt from Chriſt, 
who .intruſterh them, with his; Ordinances, 
with their health, wealch, comforts, injoy- 
ments, all I haye is -bu a, truſt from Chriſt, 
now.t0 be faichful is to. improve this truſt to. 
God, to.do all the good thac poſſible] can by. 
his Ordinances, to do every ſervice to him, as 
they that indeed exerciſe 8 point of truſt, he 


ingruſting me withehis glory in this _ 


night be offered pp-to-God-in every. ſeryice; 
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faichfulneſs is to.make the utmoſt advancaje 


* to raiſe up his glory in this world, & make bim 


appear great, And-ſo fairhfulnefs:i) impro» 
vingall the graces that: Cod and Chriſt in» 
trulteth me with; by improving of zhem, 'ro 


make the utmoſt advaritage for him, and" ſo 


for health; and all ourward comforts: 
Now'(Q my ſoul) hath not the Lord writ- 
ten tliis in thy 'very heart? 'thar all that ever 
thou haſt, and: enjoyeſr, | both ſpiricual and 
temporal, whecher ordinances, graces; 'con- 
forts; all thy enjoyments thar rhou'haſt by 
truſt from Chtiſt, and muſt be improved for 
him, and not ſpent upon thy ſelf;or' this 


world ? and doth not the thoughts of this . 


make thee daily mourn before the Lord, thae 
thou canſt not improve them better, that be 
hath ſo little revenue of glory from thee, and 
by thee? but that ſo much of his ſtock lies 
as it were dead, and unimproved; doth not 
the ſight of this cauſe thee to mourn daily be- 
fore him, thathe ſhould-intruſt thee with' ſo 
much, and receive from thee To lirtle?- 

Now (O my ſoul) doth nor the thoughes of 
this rnake thee cxy daily oat tothe Lord; be- 
ſceching him coreveathis mind & will to thee; 


how he woul heve thee improve'thisor thar 


other mercy or truſt commitred to thee; 'and 
net onely teach thee his will in ic,” bur alſo 
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help thee: tor improve it to. his glory conti- 
madly? 1.3 NO ut oc 

. 'Yea'(Omy ſoul) is there not a continued 
fear upon tliy heart, which cauſeth thee often 
Uumes-to pour out ſrrong cryes before the 
Lord, thathe would help thee to give him the 
glory of all the mercy and good things he be- 
truſtech cheewith at any time; as alſo that 
there might never be found.n thee any back- 
wardneſs or unwillingneſs to give up thy 
truſt in-any thing whatever into. his own 
hands, when ever he ſees meer to call for ir? 


which-ſeemeth to note a further degree of 
faithfulneſs. | 


Further arſcoveries of Faithfulneſs at the 
4: 4 ſame time. 


1 Faithfulneſs appearsin the generality of 
it, whena man is faithful in all rhar he hath 
though all that he hath be bur a little; and 
truly herein I have great cauſe to lament be- 
fore theLord , for in the ſtead of being faith- 
ful in all that T have, there is much unfairhful- 
neſsin me, that appears in all that the Lord 
ttuſterh me with, and yet (O my ſoul) mateft 
thou not alſo.ſay, that there is ſome degree 
of this fairhfulneſs, or at leaſt a deſire after ir 
in thee , and maicſt thou not ſay, By this "_ 
1 FRY Wits og my | . 
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of thy Lord, as Pa«/doth of the Law of God- 
in general; With my mind I even my ſelf ſerve 
this Law of Ged in faithfulneſs , thong in my 
fleſb I do too often rebel againſt it? which is my 
daily burthen , from which evil in thy own 
time, deliver me, oh my God, and this I de- 
fire to wait for. 

2. Faithfulneſs appears in being faithful, 
notwithſtanding all difficulties that accompa- 
ny them in their ſervices. Now ( O my ſoul ) 
haſt thou not abundantly cauſe to give glory 
to God that hath been pleaſed to make thee 
thus faithful in any degree, or meaſure in this 
reſpeRt, who by his own hand & power hath 
carried thee through many a reproach, and 
icoff, and ſcorn, and by words: making thee 
like 1/aac, who was ſtill perſecuted by I/bmaet, 
and hath not this been thy Lor by ſome, ever 
reproaching thee, ſcoffing, , deriding” thee, 
backbiting, ſpeaking evil abundantly of thee, 
and yet falfly , doing their urmoſt to bring 
thee out of fayour with thole whoſe love thou 
highly priſeſt, and have reaſon for it ? And 
how did the Lord make thee to lie down un- 
der this, when others taxed thee of hypocri- 
fie, and the like to ſearch thy own heart, and 
bemoan before the Lord the degrees of it, 
which thou ſaweſt throngh mercy by others 
( though not viſibly to them ) ? Thus did - 
N Lor 
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Lord bring a good. iſſue out of ther own 
ſpeeches and words, cauſing theeto lie down 
at his foot, expeting the puniſhment of thine 
inbquiry Yea, greater difficultie then theſe 

aththe Lord carried thee throngh' when all 
the powersof Hell and thy own Corruptions 
have combined together ro keef) thee from 
dacies of Prayer, Meditation and Examinati- 
on, and the like; and yet the Lord hathena- 
bled chee te: break chrough all , and to pour 
our-hy.ſoul to him when chou: wert- even in 
thy own apprehenſions at the Pits brink, and- 
yerreſolved tocry to him, and not to give o- 
ver crying, and calling whilſt thou liveſt; not- 
withſtanding all temptations to the contrary, 
yea, the more ſtrong.the temprations were, 
the more ſpeedily werr thau fain to addreſs. 
tothe Lord for his ſirength and power to af- 
ſiſt thee-in ' grapling. with chem , -yea; when 
ſome timesovercame as it-were, beaten 
down by Satan, and entring the vety borders 
of deſpair; yer even thenee from this- belly of 
hel in which thou didſt apprehend thy {elf al- 
ready entred; did not the Zord inable thee to 
cry to him;& reſolve to give 'him no reſt? Yea, 


when thou cnxagis” noadvantage-or profit 
all thy Prayers,and Tears,& Sighs,& Groans, 
rags an 'the Lord ſeemed to turn a dedf 


eaz; yet did-not the Lord -cnable thoe-to go 
on 
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an, andra tell him.chatall thoſe comlortsand, 
enjoyment here below they were poor. mean, 

ings, ſuch as thou couldeſt not. rake for.thy. 
poxtian ? and therefore did. beg with. ſab» 
miſſionto his wil, That if he-had no other for. 
thee but the portion of this life,that he would 
pleaſe todeny thee themalſo , and never give 
them to bea ſnare, but rather let thee cad chy, 
dayesin ſome deſolate Wilderneſs? 

3. Faithfulnefs appears in cheerful ſervice;: 
Now.( O.my ſoul ) art. thou:notable roſe 
before theLord theſearcher of hearts, throu 
his grace,  thar ſo much faichfulneſs.as thou, 
canlt diſcern in. thee in- any ſervice. of thy! 
Lord, is. thy very; jay and rejoicing, of thy, 
hearr; but on the other ſide, ſo much unfaich- 
fulnefs as thou; canſtdiſcern inany. ſervice; 
this jsit that maketh chee go monpang all thy 
dayes, becauſe thouart no more frui 

4. (O my. ſoul) thy; faichfulnefs' in ſome.. 
meaſure appears, in that thou. art. rejoiced, 
really in ſpirit when .any | oppartuaity 4s pur. 
into thy hand, and thy hearc ing enabled.in 
any meaſure to improveit to-thefſervice; and 
far the glory of thy Lord, and art thou not. 
(on the contrary) grieved.that thou. haſt ſa: 
many;opportumniues offered. before:thee,) but. 
(like a fool) haſt nor a heart co improve them; 
for the glory of thy Lord; is notthis cby og 
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lie burthen? Lord thou knoweſt it is;& when, 
through the ſubrilty of Satan, and deceit' of 
my own hear?, I fool away many rich oppor- 
runiries by not improving of them , which _ 
afrer proveda ſad burthen and affliftion to 
me. | 
5. O my ſoul, doth there not appear ſome 

degree of faithfulneſs to thy Lord,in that thy 
endeavoursds come ſtill benoath thy deſires; 
hath not theLord really enabled thee through 

raceto ſay with Pax/ The yord that I would 
do, I do net : But , O thatTcould do it, tharT 
could ſerve the Lord more and better; bur,oh! 
how low do I live? and how poorly doI 
walk ? but oh that I could come to Prayer, 
and read, and hear, and meditate, anddo all 
private and publike dutiez, and walk in all my 
Relations in this world, as might honor this 
my Lord; are not theſe the continual groans 
and breathings of my heart before the Lord ? 
(Lord thon knoweſt it ) for I have nonel de- 
fire to appeal unto, bur to thee the ſearcher 
of my hearr. | 

6: Lord, doth not ſome faithfulneſs appear 

to be wrought in my ſoul by thee, in that thou 
haſt above all things made me to delight in 
that work that no eye ſees bne thy ſelf? Thou 
knoweſtwhet a fear hath been upon my ſpi- 
rit, and is to this day in a great meaſure to ap- 

3p pear 
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pear before others ,.thou Lord knoweſt how 
many years this fear hath been as a. priſon to 
keepin the workings of my heart; & as doors. 
to my mouth, to keept it trom lamenting. it. 
ſelf, not ſo much as in one word in the hearing 
of others, leſt there ſhould any-pride or hypo- 
' crifie at init; yea to this very day, how many 
ſervices wherein perhaps thy Lord might be 
honoured, art thou prevented, and durſt nor 
to a&t in upon this very accomprt that it can- 
not be done in private; canſ thou, not ſay be- 
, fore the ſearcher of hearts, That fueh thoughts 
Þ and apprehenſions, and fears as theſe, lealt 0- 
thers ſhould eſteem thee better then thou art, 
or thy own ſpirit be lifced up before the Lord, 
or any falſe ends byaſſe thee init? That ſuch 

thoughts I fay as thefe do often as it were tye 
up thy tongue, ſow up thy mouth in all com- 


his panies, even whites ac that inſtant thy beart is 
10s: even ready to ſplit or break-in pieces for want 
d? of vent; ſometimes apprehending.char thoſe 
de- diſcoveries that the Lord was pleaſed ſome- 
er times to make to thee, and rhe rich grace he 

is pleaſed to manifeſt in thee, in overcoming 
2r all che unkindneſs in thee,ought nor to be pur 
ou unnder a buſhel, bur held out to others, and 
in yer not daring to do it, finding my. wretched 
ou heart ſo prone to belifred up-upon all ſuch oc- 


ſions, and fo Gſhoner God rhatway z 209 
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ſo Jeceive others 'and 'my Telf alſo: And 
both theſe fears niyfoul 6fren walks 
fadlyde Lord, fearing wo offenid him, 
and not beinp able to diſcern it whether 'way 
I-might moſt honor him, having made trial of 
both, ſometimes filent, and fometimes- ſpake, 
and finding the wickedneks of tay heart appene 
ſadly in both, '1 knew not ſometimes which 
was beſt ; the Lord in mercy manifeſt and 
clear up-rome 
( Omylſoul ) Thus may it probably and 
ho appear to thee that the Lord hath ' 
madethee in ſome meaſure his faithful fer- 
vant. 

' 1.TheLordhath given me ſome hopes that 
(I truft)T bave no other Maſter thatT willing- 
ly calf Xe>+i, or willingly ſerve, bur my Lord 
Jeſus; ary rrhepin, other work that I do, 
npon which my heart 1s det y fet upon, 
bur only my Lords work; and this appearsfar- 
ther to me. in that the Lord hath I hope in 
fome meaſure ) wrought my heart to this 
frame of fpirir, ro deſire above all things to F 
ſerve my Lord Chriſtin all rhe Relations he 
hath ſer mein, in rhis world; and to that end 


failin them all)chis is char (which if my heart 
rene me ant) adore alngs beret 
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heart to think that hereby I do. diſhonor my 
Lord Jeſus, and thar profeſſion of being his 
{ervant-: It-is not ſo much that I offend any 
Relation, as tharT grieve the ſpirit of Godin 
all my actions, and inall my Relations in this 
world; I hope that my ſoul isin the firſt place 
ſer to ſerve:my Lordin the duties co chem, as 
that which he requires, and may befor his ho- 
nor if done rightly, and thoughI dooften 
trraaſgreſs the commands of my Lord Jeſus, 
yer. I cruſt I do not make it my work , bur it 
my daylic burchen. 

2. My deſires and daylic grones before the 
I ord are,that I might be wholly devored and 
givenup to Jeſusin my whole inwardand our- 
ward man;andI wouid that all my poor parts, 
and ſtrength, and crime, yea all my inward and 
outward Talents thould be improved in his 
ſeryice wholly, bow often doth my ſoul 
75 yds cy the hook afbee hw 
| ) is it not long ei , yea 
00 £00 long thati haye been tav ito much ar 


- Satans beck and che worlds, yea and mine 


own? Oh chat it mighy be thus no longer,and 
thac | might no ws live co my ſelf, or ſeek 
En erate 
| au! MAy to Mm Jeaus; 
lie barthen that I have too 
and ſerved my felf, both in 
natural 


216 -© Hily Experiments of - 

- "natural and ſpiritual things, that I have had 
roo many fſelt-ends and defignes- (which the 
Lord crucike, fully for my Lords fake! ) and 
' asfor'theſerviceof 'the world (if I know any 
thing of mine own heart) ir is my daily de- 
fire, prayer and indeavour , to throw the 
world wholly out of my heart, That I might 
not do any ſervice any longer to ſin; of Sa- 
tan; andif at any time they do pert any lit- 
tle from nie, how prudgingly and repiningly 
is it done ?* yea, is it not the grief of my ſoul, 
that I have had any expeQation or deſires af- 
ter any thing in the world; or of this world ; 
that my eye is not wholly and really upor: Je- 
ſus Chriſt for expeRation, proviſion, and ll 
what I need ? 


3ly. Though I have a wretched: heart that 
hath, and full would: be picking its work, 
thinking that other fervants of Chrift they 
have an-eafier work» and go through this 
world filled filled - with the joy of the Holy 
- Ghoſt ; yea, and have ther cups of earthly 
bleſſings 'overfiowing ; and hereupon my 
wicked heart hath been carried diſorderly to 
long after and with for ſach a condition ; and 
think, that I had a bard portion, to be always 
afflicted with inward andoutward difteth 
and weakneſſes, trials in bodily —— 
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moſt ſorts and invyard vveakneſſes, infir- 
the mities, temptations of divers kinds, and in 
and high de , ſuffered my name, eſpecially 
any for my Fefire to walk inthe wayes and ſer- 
de- vices of my Lord; which my wicked heart 
the thought very hard, and to this day is too rea- 


ighe dy ſometimes ro murmure, though ( — 
Sa- the goodneſs of my God ) it hath nor the 
lit- power or ſtrength that it hath had, yet the 
nply very riſing of it cauſeth my ſoul ſtill ro beg 
oul, ſtrength againſtit, and a thorow victory over 
5 af- it, begging daily a ſubmiſlive frame of ſpirir 
ids to the will of my Lord in all things, Tg 
 Je- no more to pick and chuſe my condition, an 
d all work, but begging the Lord to chuſe for me, 
who knoweth whart is beſt for me, and if he 
_ ſeeth meer that I ſhould ſerve him in the fire 
that of afflitien, inward or outward, that he 
ork, would but ſubje& myheart to his wil,&ſanQi- 
they fe that cendition'to me,and do with me what 
this he pleaſe. 


thly 7ly. Doth there not appear ſome degree 
my ef faithfulneſſe in thee, in that thou loveſt 
ly to moſt, whom thou eſteemeſt ro do moſt for 


and | Chriſt, anddaily mournſt that others do no 
ways more for him then thou doeſt ? is it not a con- 
wers || tinual burthen: to thee, that rhou canſt do no - 
ns of} more for Chriſt, and arc iwployed no more 


S by 
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by him? Maieſt thou not ſay ſafely (before 
the Lord, who knoweth the cruch of it) thar 
thy hearr is not taken with any creature in 
this world, what ever it be? andif upen any, 
yet upon no other account whatever, but on- 
ly as they are ſervants to thy Lord, and what 
ever their other adjournings were, whether 
beaury or parts, or riches and honour, or 
whatever, none of all theſe did (ro thy re- 
membrance) advance any creature in the e- 
fteem of thy ſoul. 


8ly. Wouldeft thou not gladly (O my ſoul) 
be putting on others, yea and bleſs.the Lord, 
if he would pleaſe co inable chee to this work, 
that ſeeing thou canſt doſo little for him thy 
felt, thar he would inable thee to ſpur on 0- 
thers co do more for him then thon canſt;and 
1s1t'not thy burthen, chat rhrough one tem- 
ptation or other, thou art ſo much prevented 
in this bleſſed workalſo? To what end elſe 
are thy words and writings to others, and 
continued begging of their remembrance of 
thee before the Lord? 


oly- Is it not thy daily grief, that both thy 
ſelfandorhers move fo ſlowly in this work, 
toſee men. loſe their firſt love,and walk not fo 
rightly and faithtnlly with Chriſt, as en 

; ; y e 
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ly ? is notthis thy daily grief and burthens 


and that which fomerimes even qverwhelin” 
eth thy ſpirit ? | 


roly. (O my ſoul). doeſt thou not deſire 
continually to blefſe the Lord, that he hath 
made thee his ſervant-to ſerve him in; any 


work? for what art thou, that the Lord 


- ſhould chuſe thee out to be bis fervant, when. 
he might have taken others, that might have 
done more ſervice? yea, doeſt not thou. bleſs 

- the Lord (O my foul) more in that he hath 
made thee his ſervant, then that be bath gi- 
ven thee riches, or honour, or. cſteem-in the 
world? are theſe any thing in thy eye,incom- - 
pariſon of being made: his ſervant?.:did not 
the Lord bring thee to that paſs before he ap- 
peared in way of comfort. ro thee, to- make 
thee beg of him, upon thy knees, that tfiow 
maieſt but be madea ſervant of his; whatever 
elſe thou underwenteſt though thou' ſhould- 
eſt be made as the off ſcouring of all things,;or 
forcedto. beg. thy bread in-this world; yet 


that chou mighreſt but be his ſervant?” 


1rly. (O my ſoul) maieſt thon not ſay; 
that infirmities are more afflictive, becauſe 
impediments in; the ſervice of Chriſt , them 
berauſe they are affliions upon thee? art 
S 2 thou 
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thou not'more troubled, when ſick, weak in 
body, minde, or underſtanding. becauſe theſe 
unfit thee for the ſervice of Chriſt, then becauſ 
weak, ſick, or low ineſteem of others? Lord, 
tho u knowelſt there is much trembling. upon 
my ſpiritabout this, whether I may ſay this 
before thee or no: burif it be not thus with 
me, (O Lord ) I beg of thee to work this 
framein me; for it is that I deſire to preſſe 
after daily, and am grieved thatI am no more 
clear in ; yet{methinks) ſometimes it is in 
ſome meaſure evident to my ſoul, that the de- 
ſeats that accompany 'my ſervice are more 
orievous/and burthenſome to me, then the 
want of ſucceſs of comfort, though ſome- 
times I am quite dark, as. to the clearing of 
this thing; fearing leſt I have roo mucheye to 
my own-comfort and advantage, which I beg 
God to crucifie in me. 


-.32ly.' Though there be too mneh (if the 
Lord 'faw it good ) ' of. this wicked root of. 
pride and ſelf-confid ence in me; yet.is the 
Lord pleaſed (blefſed be his Name) (ever and 
anon to be —_ off rhoſe proud plumes, 


and putin me moſt ferious and ſolid thoughes, 
to make me ſee, thatall chat I have done, or 
am ableto do isvery little, and-ſo making oy 


-- 
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ſoul (in ſome meaſure) to walk humbly upon” 
this ewo-told reſpeR. 


Firſt, Conſidering, that my Lord is ſo wor- 
thy, and the ſervice thar I am ableto do fo 
unworthy of him ; now ſhall that Lord thar 
hath done ſo much for me, have ſuch ſervice 
as this ? Oh, how poor and low is it ! the 
thoughts whereof the Lord was pleaſed ſome- 
times to make a means to abaſe me. 


Secondly, Another thing theLord was pleaſed 
ſometimes to make a means to humble my 
ſoul, was the conſideration of this, That the 
defeRs in all my ſervices of him ariſe nor . 
ſo much from wirhour, no, nor from all the 
powers of Satan and Hell, as from wichin , as 
from the corruption of my own heart; and 
this makech me ofren cry out before the Lord 
of the body of death , O wretched creature 
thacT am ! the good'thatT would , that doT 
nor; bur the evil that I hare, that I do: 


13. (O my ſoul!) art thou not really glad 
if by any means thou mayeſt be made fairh- | 
ful 2 andis nor all that thou doſt almoſt 1n or- 
der to this ? wherefore elſe doſt rhon reac, 
hear, pray, meditate, converſe with Saints, 


* bur{till chat thou mighreſt be more able for, 


S 9 __ and 


14. Shall I fay, I gather ſome comfortable 
Lopes he ce that ray Lord hach made me (in 
ſo.uc meaſure ) faichful, in_ that 1 love m 
work more then my lite? I truſt thro 
grace I may ſpeak ſomething to this alſo. I 
confeſs often' times in my moſt ſerious 
thoughts (if my heart do not wretchedly de- 
ceive me ) I could gladly part with this wret- 
ched life, and defire to be with Chriſt , which 
is far becter, and ofrencimes am ready to be 
impatient of delayes, until the Lord was plea- 
ſed ſometimes ro quiet my heart with ſuch like 
thoughts as theſe : Shall 1 be willing hereafter 
to receive my wages , and ſhovld I not be as 
willing to do my Lords work here, and in his 
own time - What though it be ſad work to 
werk in the darkeſt Mines of Corruption and 
Temptaiion, to be continually fighting and 
wreſtling with thoſe Enemies of my Lords, 
and of my ſoul; and ſhall ] not be willing to 
do his work as the Jews d:d theirs in building 
the Wall of Jeruſalem , chat he will have me 
to work with one hand, and with the other to 
hold a wezpon, with my ſhield alwaies by my 
ſide in a continual fighting poſture ? Shall I 
not be willing to ſerve my Lord in his own 
way £ O Lord ( if I know my ownheart) I 
Re would 
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would do it; therefore Lord help me,and make 
me faichful in it, thatI may never make any 
peace with one Enemy of thine, or give them 
any quarter, but continually ſeek their life, 
ruine and blood, who drew the blood of my 
deareſt Lord. 

Lord, ſhail / ſay that theſe things do- bgld 
forth in any meaſure my faithfulnets co chee ? 
Or do they not rather hold forth thy 
faithfulneſs to my poor ſoul , who haſt ever 
appeared faithful, though +7 have been unhe- 
lieving and unfaithful? yer thou hait been 
faithful; and it is chou that indeed workeſt all 
my works in and for me, which Lord haſten 
the complearing of, making my ſoul ſuch as 
thy ſoul may delight in, even a Spouſe fit for 
my Lord Jeſus. | 


The next day beins the 25.of the 10.Month, 
commonly called by Engliſh people, Chr:{t- 
»4s,0r the blefled time; but I am fure(chrough 
the rich grace of God ) ic proved a blefled 
time to my poor ſoul; for though through the 
tempcations of Satan / went with a ſad hearr 
before the Lord this Lords day, yetever and 
anon was my heart filled with exceedins joy, 
w-® joy aroſe in part from the refreſhmentthe 
Lord gave mein communion with him over 
night, after 1had wich ſome ſadneis attended 

S 4 upon 
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upon him all the morning, not finding ſo ful 
an appearance of his as 7 vvas filled vvith an 
{ Expectation of : yet in that afternoon hovy 
gloriouſly did the-Lord appear throvgh Mr. 
KmrhriMiniſtry,in many ſweet refreſhments 
and ſeaſonable truths ro my poor ſouwhich * 
camein with ſo much the morelife and povy- 
er the Lord having but the day before given 
me ſuch a diſcovery of my heart, and of the 
vvorkings of it before him; as alſo of that full 
reſignation that he hath wrought in me of 
my whole ſelf, and by-ends and will to him; 
Mr. K:ight ſpoke this day from 3 7eh.18. ard 
finiſhedir, there was one vvord in a ſpecial 
manner ſer upon my heart from 1 ( e.1. 
30. Who is mage *nto us of God, wiſdew,righte- 
onſneſs, ſanitification , & redemption: And oh 
how much need hath my ſoul of all theſe? Of 
vviſdom to guide me , Of righteouſneſs to 
plead ſor me?& of ſanctification being a pol- 
Juted wretch defiled all over? yea of redemp- 
tion out of the hands of Satan & my own cor- 
ruptions:& ſeeingChriſt is made thus of God, 
8& not only in himſelf ſo , but unto us, Then 
up O my ſol , & believe (as thou wert then 
lively preſſed to, & hadſt ſo many ſyveet en- 
couragements,as thou hadſt that day inwhich 
the Lord yvas pleaſed in a great meaſureto 
anſvyer thy defires over night,vvhich appear- 
| x ances 
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ces of the Lord were ſo much che more glort- 
ous, and his condiſcention the greater, by how 
much he had three or four times before glort= 
ouſly appeared to my ſoul through our ſaid 
Paſtor, but through one temptation or ano-= 

' ther I wasſtill prevented, from Siving or Ie- 
turning publike Praiſes for it, asI did detire, 
bur often provoked and occaſioned rather t9 
wrangle againſt my own mercy, and fall ro 
queltioning how I might know whether chey 
were appearances of God yea or no; now that 
the Lord was pleaſed to paſs by all this, andſo 
condiſcend to my weakneſs and folly, as to 
appear ſo gloriouſly as he did, even asit were 
with an holy violence to force or conſtrain me 
to acknowledge it to \. r. Knight, and defire 
him to bleſs the Lord for it; providenee or- 
dering it fo, that 7was all aloneat the Meet- 
ing-Houſe this day between the two Sermons, 
for the ſpace of two hours or more, 7 earn- 
eſtly deſired the Lord to ſhew me what his 

mind was , or what ends he mightaimatin 

-theſe rryals and adminifirations towards me : 
as 7 fate ruminating and conſidering what 

ends the Lord might aimat, there were theſe 
things hinted with mighty power upon my 
ſpirir z a5, | | 
x. Truly 7 feeling my heart before ina ve-;- 
ry dead, liftleſs, cold framein the x 
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the Lord, who did by this hand of his ina 
lively manner quicken up my ſpirit, and cauſe 
it to work up lively in his preſence. 

2. Yea, he did by ic give me a clear fight 
of the workingsof my own heart, of its deſire 
at the laſt ro be fully reſigned unco him, and 
be wholly at hisdiſpoſe more then ever betore; 
yea, / found my deſire to be wrought up unto 
that pitch to ſeek his glory firſt in all 
' things. 

3. Yea,the Lord by this meats drew up, 
and drew out my heart to a longing, earneſt. 
and vehement defire to be led and guided by 
him in all his wayes, telling him chat I was ſuch 
4 poor fooliſh weak creature, that TI was nor 
able to go one ſtep in any of my wayes, natu- 
ral or ſpiritual , without him; and therefore 
ſeeing that he had promiſed ro guide the ſim- 
ple and lead the weak, that he would now in 
an eminent manner appear to be my guide in 
all my wayes, even to the death , and not at 
«ny timeleave me to my felf, or the vanities 
and allurements of this world , the temp- 
tationsof Satan, or the wicked corruptions of 
my ownkeart, (i being ſo ready to be drawn 

afide by them ) and therefore begging. again 
and again to be kept by his mighty power. 
4. Yea, I had(through this occaſion a renewed 
token from myGod &Father,filling'my are 
; - wit 
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w th ſuch joy and confident expetation of 
his appearance ( even before chedury where- 
in | ſought it of him was ended ) which mads 
me beg of him to encreaſe and keep up my 
faith, and not ſuffer Saran to cauſe a'dainp in 
ig,cauſing me any more to diſtruſt his love, 
who had to largely manifeſtedic from time to 
time to me. 

5. Yea.did not the Lord ſhew me how righ- 
teous it was with him, that] who had ſo ofcen 
raſhly ſaid,thac fdid not trouble my headyvirh 
theſe things (though I then ſaw it not.) che 
Lord ſhewed me, chat it was righteous with 
him,thac I ſhould now not only haye my head 
troubled, bur my hearc alſo, ſo thar all along 
the Lord was pleafed to ourvvit Satan, fo that 
what he thought tohave made a ſnare to in- 
trap mein, the Lord made as great anadvan 
tageto my ſoul,as ever anyadminiſtration was? 

The next Lords day, (being the farſt of this 
11th. Moneth, 1653.)being filled in the mor- 
ning with very ſad choughts and apprebenſi- 
ons of my own darknels and deagneſs, and 
the like, beſeeching che Lord chatic might be 
no bar or hinderance to his appearance to 
my poor ſoul that day, bat that he would -ap- 
pear ſo much the more, by how much thedar- 
ker I was, for by ſo much the more would the 


glory of his grace ſhine forth upon ſuch a 


dark ' 
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_ adark creature, O how gloriouſly did: th 
Lord appear this day in aniwer to theſe de 
fires, and thar in a lively unexpeted way 
in guiding Mr, Kx:ght in his Sermon, whick 
was now fixed upon John 3. 19. to begin wit 
it that day that ſuited me, for I didonely ex 
= (as himſelf had formerly intended) that 
eſhould only hold forch the ſadneſs of their 
condition,who love darkneſs more then light; 
but when he came to meditate about it, he 
could not (as he told me afterwards) get over 
the firſt words, of light coming into rhe world, 
the Lord drawing our his heart, that day, roY* 
treat wholly about Jeſus Chriſt, being ſent 4 
lighrinto the world, to enlighten poor” dark 
creatures, which came in ſo ſeaſonably and 
ſutably upon my poor heart, that I cannot 

but much admire the grace of Godin tt. 


The next day (being the eighth day of the 
eleventh monetrh, and the Lords day) O how 
Sloriouſly was the Lord pleaſed to appear ro 
my poor diſtreſſed ſoul, in anſwer to its de- 
fires and groans before him, making uſe of 
eur dear Paſtour,as the inſcrument of his con- 
veyance, (even throughout the whole ſervice 
of the day ) thetruthis, I am not able to de 
clare the goodneſs of the Lord to oy ſofil at 
thistime; Ochat I could admire ir, for I can- 
| | not 
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zot expreſs it, what ſeaſonable truths,refreſh- 


nents, counſels, and diretions the Lord was 
pleaſed to hint out to me this day. 


ya Copy of ſome deſires, which I ſpread 
before the Lord, which were offcred 
up upon a day of Haumzliation. 


Here is one who deſires a ſhare in the Petiti- 

ons that are this day porered out in the ſpirit 
tothe Lord, beſeeching him, that as he ſent his 
own ſon into the world, to be a light to thofe who ſt 
in darkneſs, and to guide their feet in his wajes, 
that he would be pleaſed to make himapprar tobe 
ſe to their ſouls, by undertaking to be their guide 
and leader in all their wayes ,, and to that end 
that be would be pleaſed to reveal his will mae 
fully to them, &5 goin all their wayes before them 
aj inable them cheerfully to follow him, but at aw 
time to go before, without him, or ſtay behinde 


bim. |; 


This wasin relation to tny ſelf; and my 
preſent condition, deſiring {till to ſee 
the Lord more clearly going before 
me. | | 


Upon ths reading chis Bill in my bell, 
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they ſeemedall of them that read it to heex- 


ceedingly taken with it , reading it over and. 
over again, and pauſing uponit, finding ito 


tzke much upon them, upon which my wick- 
ed heart being too ready to ſwell, ou 


ovſſy was the ! ord pleaſed to cait inſuch ex-' 


preſſons as theſe upon Yr. Blake's heart, 
which, aſter ſometime pauſing upon it, he ut- 
tered, wzrch did much abaſe my ſpirit; It is 
an eaſje matrer (fajd he) to ſpesk and'preſent 
fine wordsin papers, anCin prayers. but if 
we ſhould now enter into a ſerious exatmina- 
tion of our own hearts, what we have done 
cewards the attairment of theſe things, 
which we thus defire that the Lord may be 
petitioned for, perhaps our hearts may charge 
usof mach hypoctiſie and negle& therein, in 
matters of bodily ſickneſs and pains we do 
not onely ſeck the Lord, but we obſerve all 
means that we can for cure, and try all Phyſi- 
' cians. andthe like; buthave we done ſo for 
the attainment of theſe ſpiritual mercies or 
ne? vre could be content perhaps, if God 
vvould do it vvithout us and our pains, in the 
ſeriouscenfideration vvhereof hovy fadly did 
my guilty heart fly in my face ! though notin 
reference to this preſent deſire, I muſt con- 
feſs, yet in reference to many other deſires 
that] have formerly ſpread before the bn 
or 


due time. 
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for the ſubduing of pride, and paſſion, and 


other corruptions, vvhich I vvould gladly 
have ſubdued, and yet in my courſe I gave 
roo much vvay to them, and fer not ſo ſtrict 
a watch over mine ovvn heart, asI onght, & 
as I deſire the Lord to help me to do. 


O my ſoul hovy gracioviſly vvas the Lord 
pleaſed to appear this day (being the fecond 
day of this tvvelfch moneth) through Mr. 
Knights Miniſtry at Weſtminſter Abby, asa 


| God hearing prayer, yea, anſvvering thy de- 


ſires, as to thoſe petitions put up over night ? 
hovy gloriouſly vvas the Lord pleaſed ro un- 
vail the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to thee, as a Phyſt- 
cian to poor fick ſouls ; vvhich difcovery of 
him, as it vvas very glorious fo moſt ſuitable 
tothe preſent eſtate of thy ſpirit being” (asT 
truſt I may truly ſay) ſick of its ſelf, of all its 
vayes and doubts, and failings, to all my re. 
lations & converſations ? and Q hovv frveet 
and ſeaſonable vvas it novy to hear of fuch 4 
Phyſician, as he was gloriouſly held out to be, 
from that 9 Marth. 12. and for the other fair, 


-in cauſing my ſoul deeply to fall infove with 


him, and to be really taken off from all thingy 
elfe ; even for thisI defire to wait, until. the” 
ſame Lord ſhall pleaſe to give inas Frum 
an anſwer, which I truſt he will alfo do in his - - 


an 
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And for thoſe requeſts put up this. mo 


was pleaſed greatly ro bow down, and give 
me a ſenſible roken of his glorious and graci- 
ous preſence, through which chat, preſent 
mercy in-prayer. (every word coming as it 
were from my very heart, in both the prayers 
before.and- after Sermon, being the v 

Sroans and hreathings of my ſoul before the 
Lord) and every word in the Sermon, almoſt, 
being, as it were, ſpoken from heaven to my 
hears, ſa fully, andin thoſe very things, that 
my heart was, at that very time, burthened 
withall; arid I thought to have yented to 


Mr. Knight, our dear Paſtor, the day before; 


which, if the Lord had not prevented mein, 
I really fear, that I ſhould not have had fo 
clear and gracious a ſight of God in this his 
appearance, but ſhould have thought, ſurely, 
he had ſpoken thoſe things in relation to me; 
bur bleſſed be that God that ordereth things 
ſs, as te give his poor creature a- more clear 
fighr of che riches of his grace, even as a pray- 


er-hearing God, andall this, notwithſtand-. 
ins the rebellions of my ſpirit, even under 
the hopes of his appearances, breaking out in- 
to that raſhandfinful word, (being.exceed- 
ingly wearied, going up and down Weſtmin- 
ſterrhall, and to White-hal, and to andiro up 

and . 


ring | 
' Teould not bur acknowledge, that the Lo 
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and down, then (as I faid) did the paſſion of 
' my wicked ſpirit- cauſe me to break our into 
this fooliſh ſinful expreſſion, ſaying, If I had 
known this,] woald not have come out this 
day, when as perhaps the Lords intent by it 
wasto try me; and make the folly of my hearr 
appear to me, and ſee how my faith could 
bear up againſt 'thoſe diſcouragements and 
bodily teiats; (for my body was much diſtem- 
pered) and in this my walkitig up and down, 
' T had a pain took me under my ſide, that 
ſrook through my breſt td my heart, that? 
looked every moment when J fhould fall 
down in the ſtreec as I went along, and as I 
came back , yet notwithſtanding all chis 'my 


rebellion and repenting of my journey, was - | 


the Lord pleaſed not to do by me as riShte- 
ouſly he might; for he repented not of his in- 
rended kindnets to me, though I repented at: 
my waiting upon him for it; and though T was 
full of changes, yet he changed nor; but when 
the Lord was pleafed to bring me back again 
to Weſtminſter, and that in due time , I was 
glad, and began to recover my ſpirit again. 
O how was my heart filted as ic were with this 
exceeding appearance of the Zord, and (in 
ſome meaſure) inlarged that evening to bleſs 
his Name, who had fo often appeared, and to _. 
all added rhe mercy of 2 day, _— - Eh, 

| 1m- 
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ſelf to bea God hearing prayer! but. O that 
_ curſed unbelief of my wicked heart, that hath 
had ſo much, and fo manifold appearances of 
God, and of his goodneſs, and ſhould yet 
rruſt him no more!- which alſo greatly drew 
out my heart to beg of him to crucifie my un- 
belief, but (T confeſs) this was it that often 
Savethe rurn, and draweth a cloud as it were 
. before me, even the mighty prevalences of 
corruption in my ſoul, which maketh me of- 
ten to cry out; Lord, when ſhall I ſee this 
body of death and fin-ſubdued, and crucified, 
and my ſoul fully ſubjected to thee, this being 
the burthen of my foul, (even then when the 
Lord ſhines forth moſt clearly upon my 


heart) to think, what an unſuitable frame of 
' ſpiric1s there in me, to all thoſe wonderful 
wayes of the Lord towards me, that by all the 
hgbrs he gives me of himſelf and his will, T am 

no tcore changed into his likeneſs! 


The 15 day of this twelfth Moneth, at 
night, the Lord was pleaſed exceedingly. to 
draw out iny heart to beg of him the rooting 
out of thoſe corruptions iſſuing out of my 
heart to the creature, and gathering of it up 
into hin ſelf, and ordering my affeRions, and 
the like; asalſo being greatly- drawn our to. 
bleſs and praiſe him, beſeeching him to tnable 

,* me 
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meto it to bleſs him for his anfwers, ſo often 
iven me to the importunate. deſires and re- 
queſts of my ſoul, when I had ſo, gften temp- 
| yet I ted him; for ic was not Iſrael only that remp= 
drew Þ© ted him ten times, but I. had often tempted 
y un- I him; ſo chat he might have righreouſly given 
ffren I that I begged of him, and a curſe rogether 
were © with it, bur J did now greatly deſire, to bleſs 
es of © him that hitherro he had denied mein it, be- 
e of- I} ſeeching him ſo to do ſtill, and fubjeR my ſoul 
this £ to fimin al] my wayes, begging him earneſt- 
fied, I !y that he would once work. my heart to ſuch 
cing I} aſſurance, that I might be careful ;n nothing, 
1 the I} and in nothing thoughtful for, or ſtudious 
my |} about any thing here below, ard :o give up 
ie of } my ſelf wholly to bear his diſpoſe, yea, more 
erful I rben eyer T had been to any bodily Phyſician, 
| the & beſeeching bim now thar he would undertake 
lam © to be my ſouls Phyſician, and to cure me of 
F thoſe ſoul-diſtempers in, my affections and 
praiſes, ler the phyſick be vyhat he vvill, ler 
at © it but be of his preſcribing, and to ſupport 
y. to ff BY ſpirit under his hand, and make it vvilling 
ting £ to ſubmit to his vvill, and chen(Lord)do with 
my | nevvhart thou vvilr. 


tup by 1: 4, | 
and _ And novv (father) what are thoſe requeſts 
© ro. that thou vvilt hear ? haſt thou not ſaid, what 


ever we asKk in thy Sons name thou wilt hear , 
1 2 why * 
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vvhy, in thy Sons nameT ceſire to come, for 
J have nothing elſe to plead, there is nothing 
in me, but for thy Sons ſake, the Son of thy 

 boſome and love, who died for poor ſinners, 

fuch as thy poor vvorm is, for his ſake, andin 
his Name ] come unto thee , and thou haft 
faid, whatſoever we ask according to thy 

vvill thou wilt hear : Novv (Lord ' is not this 

agreeable to thy will, to be conformed more 

to thee? and have my vvill more ſubjeQted to 


thee ? and my affettions more placed upon + 


thee? O then (Lord) ſeeing thou ſaieſt, Whar 
we ak believ'ng, we ſball have it, (Lord) in- 
creaſe my faith, & help me to wait upon thee 
believingly. 


The eighteenth of this twelfth moneth, 
having been theſe eight or nine days laſt paſt 
ſomewhat diſtempered in body, which diſtem- 
per prevailing more and more upon me, J 
thought J ſhould hardly be able to wait upon 
the Lord in his adminiſtrations the next day, 
deſiring the Lord to dire&t me what to do, 
ard ſubmir my will to his, yet, very early 
——_ had many reaſonings in my 
ſelf what to do,being loth to diſtruſt the pow- 
er of God, that ] had ſo often found eminenr- 
ly held out to me, and yet unwilling to tempt 
the Lord ro appear to me in any extraordt- 

nary 
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nary way, deſiring much his dire&ion: art 
laſt the Lord was pleaſed to enable me to re- 
ſolve to go, notwithſtanding I was exceeding 
ill of an extraordinary cold, beſeeching the 
Lord to appear to my ſoul; and as he was 


pleaſed ro give me thar probability of thein- 


joyment of him once more, that it might bea 
blefſed opportunity to my ſoul, and that his 
mighty power and ſpirit might accompany e- 
very word and hint to my ſoul, thatic might 
beof ſpiritual advantage to me; ſuch as T 
might have canſe to bleſs his name for, and 
alſo ro mould me into whatever truch hee 
ſhould reveal co me that day; And truly I 
defire to acknowledge that the nineteenth 
day of this twelfth moneth, the Lord was 
pleaſed very gloriouſly to appear rhrough tus 
word adminiſtred by our deer Paſtor, both in 
the expoſition of the end of the 14. of Afatr. 
aS alſo in both Sermons this day , at which 
time he began to diſcourſe upon the 45 P/aln:; 
bur did only handle the Tirtie of ic this day, 
from which the Lord was pleaſed to biat out 
yery precious, glorious, uſeful, yea ſeaſonable 
inſtructions to my ſoul, which I defire earn- 
eſtly to beg of God to caſt and mould my 
heart into, yea, ſuch truths as proved an an- 
{wer to ſeveral deſires of my ſoal many dayes - 
before, and tothe groanings of my __— 
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Fore the Lord,even continually almoſt,to wic, 


that the Lord would be pleaſed to” gather my 
heart out of all things below Jeſus Chriſt, and 
give me to the end ſuch a ſight of my Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 2s might indeed) rake my hearr 
from all orher things; now thar at this time 
the Lord ſhould rhus ſeaſonably caſt his 
thoughts upon ſuch a Scripture as this, it did 
cauſe my foul to admire the riches of his grace 
and condiſcention to fuch a worm ,- yea, 
whereas my ſpirit hath of late been greatly 
troubled about my fooliſh converſation, be- 
ing not ſach as may any way adorn the Goſ- 
pel, walking very unſeemly in all my relations, 
and very much offending therein -yvith my 


- tongue, vvhich hath occaſioned many a ſad 


thoughtupon my heart, and many a ſigh and 


. Sroan, yea+tears before the Lord, to ſet a 


vvarch before my mouth , and ſubdue this 
vvicked iniquity in me. 

And nowdid the Lord this day lay open 
the ſpring, the root, the cauſe of it , myeye. 
was not as it ought up6n my heart, nor my 


- heart as it onghr to be upon Jeſus Chriſt, nor 
' when ir was upon him was it in a boyling 
- frame; for (as by him hinted) were thehearr 
- boyling hot about the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the 

tongue could not iſſue out ſuch vanities as it 


doth, 


{ 
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doth; novy(dear Lord) let not theſe things be 
ſoread before me in vainJI beſeech thee , but 
do-thou- by the mighty Power of thy ſpirit 
make them of ſingular uſe unto me. 

Thc 11th. of this firſt Month the Lord 
drew out my heart very much (amongſt other 
things ) to beg of him to maniſeſt himſelf in 
that Relation. of an Husband to my foul, 
more and more letting me to find and feel 
what it was experimentally to be imbraced hy 
him, and gathered up into more intimate 
communion with him, and much more to this 
effect. 

The next morning he cauſed my ſoul to 
breath out in this manner, That though I 
was every vvay unfit for communion with 
him, yet Eng him to appear to my ſoul, 
anda ſight of himſelf would much rejoice my 
heart, telling him that as he had often ap- 
peared gloriouſly in this kind, ſo that he 
would pleaſe to let my ſoul find ance again by 
experience his mighty power to break out 
through what ever inſtruments he ſhall pleaſe 


1 to make uſe of this day, thatI might through 


them have a glorious ſight of himſelf. In 


which the Lord was pleaſed greatly to bow 
down, appearing graciouſly through Mr. 
Price, who ipake to us in his Name the 1.2. day 
of this firſt Month. 


T4 Upon 
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Upon the 26.day of this firſt Month, 1654. 
wewent to James, expeRinsg to have heard 
Nr. Cradeck; but when we came there, we 
heard there would be a ſtranger, at which 1 
was much troubled in my ſpirit; and after 
ſome debatein my ſelf I began to repine, but 
expe&ingthe Lord might bave ſome ſeaſona- 
ble Word for me; and truly (bleſſed be his 
Name)there was many ſeaſonable things hint- 
ed ro my ſoul by him,which both refreſhed & 
ſtayed my ſpirit: 


The next day at night (being the 27.0f this 
firſt Month ) Amongft other things when I 


was ſeeking of the Lord, he drew out my foul * 


with ſome meaſure of ſenſibleneſs of his hand 
upon our Paſtor, vvhat a ſad ſtroke jr vvould 
beif rhe Lord ſhould ſtrip us of him , raking 
him from us; oh ! What vvould become of 
Godsglory: > how vvould his and our enemies 
inſult over us? though it is true vve have de- 
ferved it [_IamiureT bave Jto be ſtripped of 
this mercy, and ſcattered from each other, be- 
| eauſe vve have been no more fruitful under all 
the mercies, means, and appearances of God 
through him ; and I begged ro ſanRife his 
hand upon him,borh 2s to him and us,& teach 
us all ro4mprove it and know his mind init, 
Gefiring the Lord vvirhal that he would 
| pleaſe 


LY 
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- pleaſe to haſten and accompliſh his Work 
through rhis d&ſpenfation, and in his own 
timeto command health and deliverance to 
vs, and give in this mercy as a pledge of his 
love an.ongſt us, that he might come again 
amongſt us filled vvith the ſpirit, and ready 
ro break our thoſe diſcoveries of God upon 
his kearc, and that vve alſo may be fitted for 
this mercy, and made more ready to receive 
impreſlion trom God through him then for. 
merly. 


And for my own fou] afrer many requeſts 
for the ſubduing of corruptions, and rregula- 
ting my affections, and raking off my heart 
from all things here below, and placing it up- 
On the Lord! Jeſus, after which 'and many 
other requeſts, the Lord dre w out my heart 
with deſires, that if the Lord ſaw it meet to 
add another night or another day to me, that 
he would copether with ir, give me a heart to 
ſerve himinir, and char as he reneweth the 
lighc and raifeth from fleep, ſo that be would 
inliven my heart in his wates, and quicken up 
my foul to a more lively ſervice of him, and if 
the Lord ſee it meet ro give me one opportu- 
nity more to hear bis word , that hewonld 
pleaſe ro fit me for,ttand ro come tn through 
whatſoever inſtrament be ſhall pleaſe, rhax 
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my ſou! might have ſuch a bleſſed fight of 
him, that I might thereby - be. changed more 
into his own Image. 


The 2+ day of the 2. Month, being this 
morning in ſome meaſure made ſenſible of 
my own deadneſs and dulneſs to the things of 
God, and barrenneſs and unprofitableneſs 
under all-the means of grace; Iapprebending it 
very righteous with the Lord to deal with me 
according to my deſert , and not ro manifeſt 
any thing to my foal, yer preſſing him much, 
though I deſerved the contrary , yet fot his 


- own name ſake,and for my Lord Jeſus ſake to 


be pleaſed to appear to my poor ſonl, and let 
me have ſome fight of himſelf, telling him 
that he had glorioufly appeared formerly to 
my ſoul; and be was the ſame ſtill, and O that 
he would now break through and give me a 
ſweet kiſs from himſelf; and how gloriouſly 
did the Lord, this day , condeſend , and bow 
down to the deſires of his poor unworthy 
yvorne, -through that ſervant of his (Mr. 
Bramble) by wvhom , and through 'vvhom, 
many ſeaſonable truths, were hinted to my 
ſpirit, both.in way of further reviving of my 
deadneſsand dulineſs, and in vvay of comfort 
and direQion.-» for yvhich O thatI could in- 
deed bleſs and praiſe the name of this my glo- 


Tjous God. The 
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The third day of the ſecond Month. 


Having extream deſire to go amdheare 
Mr. ( radech_the next day, I told my Mother” 


over night, perſwading her to it , ſhe having 
very urgent occaſions, bur art laſt prevailing, 
I found my ſelf very much diſtempered next 


morning with a great cold which I had got; ' 


notwithſtanding which, I got up, but before 
1 was quite dreſſed TI had fuch a ſtitch took me 
in my back in fuch an extream manner, thatT 
knevy not how to lean any way, it was in ſuch 
an extream manner which held me for the 
{pace of two hours continually, almoſt until 
itwasfull time to go; in all which time I rea- 


{oned ſtil with my ſelf what I ſhoid do, fearing | 


I ſhould not hold out that journy,nor be able 
when I was there to fit to hear becauſe of it; 
yet at laſt having had ſuch experience of God 
formerly,l did defite now to rol upon him, 8 
berook me to ſome ſhort deſires to him, beſee- 
ching him, ifhe ſaw itgood, to give me ſo much 
:nward and outward {trength as might at this 
time inable me to honor and glorifie him;ear- 
neſtty begging his appearance to my ſoul, 
quickning and raiſing it, conformingit more 
co himſelf, with many other defires relating 
to my ſpiritual condirion; and how ſeaſonably 


\ 
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did the Lord come in 'this day through Mr. 
Cradecks Miniſtry, both conveying of Coun- 
ſels, Cautions and Comforts ? The Comforts 
were from Row..8.32, And for the ſtitch and 
pain in my back, bleſs the Lord it went ſo a- 
way thar I felt it not all that while 1 was a- 
broad, but did as it were quite forget that it 
troubled me thar day, ſo did the Lord appear 
to my body alſo. | 


; 


Many bleſſed ffghts the Lord gave me alſo 
this day through that ſervant of his, Mrs. 
Blackforn, whom I metat James hearing Mr. 
Cradock, who came home vvith us,and related 
much to me how it vvas vvith Mr. Cradock, 
how ſad his temptations vvere , which came 
moſt ſeaſonably to my conſideration to take 
meofftrom raſh thoughts I vvas ready to take 
up bur rhe day before concerning others, ſtill 
many other hnfoncble things ſhe hinted to 
me of the fears that often vvere upon her ſpi- 
rit touching ſelf-ends, fearing that the might 
defire, bes for,and ſeek after good things, and 
yet al! bur out of ſelf-ends,complaining of the 
ſtrife ſhe found ofrenrtimes berween her judg- 
ment aud affetions; yet being drawn out to 


|| bleſs God for denying of her that vvhich at 
|| thevery preſent her affeftions ran outafter; 
|| all which jealouſie and fears lying ſadly upon 


my 
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my own ſpirit , hearing her that was ſuch an 
ancient Chriſtian complain alſo of the ſame, . 
was to me a little refreſhment. 


— a Aw — 
—_ PR. 


Some ſcattered Meditations 
the ſecond «Month, 


1654. 


{ m—_ the vanity of all creatures 
compared with the Lord, what is therein 
the creature deſirable? the beſt of men 
( vvhich are the beſt of creatures ) are no- 
thing elſe then vanity, they are but a ſhadow 
compared vvith the ſubſtance , nay, they are 
but dark ſhadows; now what wiſe creature is 
taken much with a ſhadovy?-what is there in 
creatures, the beſt of creatures ( man himſelf) 
that is defirable?as for beauty,that is vanity of 
vanities, the rareſt thing in this vanity ſhould - 
no way take upon a gracious ſpirit that was 
raiſed up to higher things; but ( to go to the 
utmoſt highr ) the beſt things and moſt w 4 oh 
rabie 
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rablein the beft of men is their reſemblances 
of, or likeneſs unto the Lord; yet in this they 
are bur like unto pictures, yea dark ones, now 
who would be much taken vvith the Picture, 
that might at the ſame time enjoy the thing 
that is pictured; yet ſome Pictures made by 
the hand-of man, may in appearance far ex- 
cel in beauty and lovelineſs the thing pictu- 
red. and herein the beſt of creatures are but 
dark, dead, low reſemblances , yea very poor 
ones of the etertal God. Pictures are often 
deſired, becauſe of the fading, uncertain en- 
joyment of the thiog pictured , which often 
times fadeth before the Picture; but what 
creature comes near to the repreſentation of 
God? the Picture quickly fadeth and dyes, but 
the ſubſtance is ccernal, | | 

Who then would deſire, or be over-mach 
taken with ſuch a Picture that perhaps ſeem- 
eth fair to day, but fadeth to morrow , which 
15 the conLition of all finite creatures? but 
thatinfinite Godis an everlaſting Father , the 
Lord Jeſus an ever-living Interceder, and the 


Spirit of Truth an abiding Comforter, yea, 


18Every Relation wherein the Lordis pleaſed 
to manifeſt himſelf, he'is that to his to. all e- 

ternity. 
Yea, as Pictures are poor, dead, uſeleſs 
things in comparifon of the perſon-they re- 
| ' ſemble, 
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ſemble, only a delighting the eye; ſuch arethe 
very beſc of creatures compared with the 
Lord. can they ſpeak if he be ſilent? can they 
effect ought if he withdraw ? Can they ſmile 
if he frown? Can they refreſh if he rebuke ? 
Can they heal if he wound? Can they raiſe up 
if he caſt down? There is neither -any life or 
motion in them ſeparated from htm , they 
haveeyes, bur ſee not, ears, but-hear not; 
hands, but act not; feet, but walk not; tongues, 
but ſpeak not to any ſpiritual advantage, un- 
leſs he that is the life of their lives puts life in- 
toall theſe, and when he hath done, acts in, 
through, by and with them. 


. Thetenth day of the ſecead Month. 


The Lord having been pleaſed to hint: our 
to me by Mr. Lrawble { the gth.of the ſecond 
Month, 1654.) that the Lord vvas pleaſed of- 
rentimes in mercy to appoint ſome weariſom 
nights and dayes to his people , wherein they 
could not take any reſc,thart ſo they might call 
their own hearts to an account ſerionily þe- . 
fore the Lord, and the like; which I pondering 
upon,and rhinkins with my ſelf how eminenc 
the Lord hath appeared to my ſoul in former: 
daves, in the Night-feafons, and how ſweet 
my Meditation of him hath been Night and 
Morn. 
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"Morning upon tny Bed; and how barren my 


heart hath been for ſome time of late in rheſe 
Meditations, and how the-Lord hath ſeemed 
ro withdraw; theſe thoughts did put me upon 
it ( thetenth of this ſecond Month) in the 
Evening to beg of God, thar as he had for- 
merly appeared in ſach ſeaſons, that he would 
pleaſe to return that mercy even by thoſe 
torches of his hand, whereby my Nights are 
very weariſome to my body by reaſon of mz 

exrream Cough, & truly I did the more red 
it upon the Lordin\my deſires, having mach 
groaned to think that Night would be very 
weariſom to me more then any formerly by 
reaſon of my diſtemper, but my good God, 
who worketh all things after the counſel of 
his own Will, and not according to our 
thoughts, or fears, or hope3, ſo ordered it, 


_ thatwhatT had reaſon moſt to fear, he gave 


meleaſt to feel , and though I was much di- 
ſremperedin my head hen I vvent to bed, by 
reaſon of my cold that vvasſo great, yet did 
he give me very good reſt, all the fore-part 
of the night; vvhich vvhen I avvaked tovvards 
morning and began to conſider, Oh, I could 
not but admire; but vvyithal began to think 
*hat though my deſires about this vvere an- 
ſvyered, and though I had reſt of body, yer no 
communion yvith my God, or reaſonings 


yvith 
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with my'ownheart{which I intended to have 
parlyed alittle withz ) while I had theſe 
thoughts and rhe like, \ying in a ſ[lanibering 
vay, therevyas this chought brought to my 
mind, which Mr. Cradeck { the fourth day of 
this ſecond Month ) mentioned upon another 
occafion; the words were theſe , That vain 
man would be wiſe that was born l:ke a wild Af 
ſes Celr : '] heſe words ran much in my mind, 
and fome thoughts were given in upon them, 
with: a great deſire I might not forget them, 
bur might in the Morning ſee and finde ont 
thar place of Scripture, bur the Lord giving 


; me(asI thought an opporcuniry)and fo'muc 


ſtrength as'to go and hear Mr.Craacck, I ha- 
fted, as foonas I could ger up, to prepare for 
Soing: but when we came there, having pray- 
ed to the Lord in ſome few words , that he 
would: pleaſe co give me ſome fighr ofhimſelf, 
fome: transforming fight, and fome kiſſes 
from his lips. this day ;; but goins there we 
were diſappointed, for that exerciſe was for 
ſome occaſions put off to next morning, and 
{o.we came home again; and coming home, 
being alicetlefadned in my fpiric, thinking of 
my Morning-defires,&when an anſwer fhould 
be of them,or how looked for] fate me down, 
and fellro reading a" little of Mr. Crado ks 
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Sermon before mentioned, and meeting with 
theſe vvords , Ob vain man that would be wiſe, 


put me againin mind of my Night-thoughts, 


and fell to looking the Scripture, and found ir 
in Job 11.12. For vain man weuld be wiſe though 
174u be bo:x like 4 wild Aſſes Colt , ſome hints 
there were that fell upon my heart this nigh 
from theſe vvords, Vain man would be wiſe : 
(Good God!) hath not this been my conditi- 
on? this poor vain creature, would I not fain 


be wiſe; and thoupht' to beſo, andoften pri- 
ded my ſelf in the thoughts of it,for which 


the Lord righteoufly ſhevvs me novv and 
then my folly, yet how fain wouldI be wiſe in 
chalking out Waies for the Lord to walk in 
—"_—_ me, even as if I knew better what 
were «good for me then God, or how to ac- 
complith that Work in my ſoul better then 
he, and therefore am I ſo ready to- preſcribe 
to him Wayes, yea-and if he refuſes and re- 
zxxeRs them ( as for the moſt part heis pleaſed 
in mercy to do, bleſſed be his Name.)Oh! how 
ſadly doth it often lie upon my ſpirit,and how 
apt amTIro think hardly of the Lord, that 
truly he doth not mean me any good in-deny- 
ing me this or that I defire. 270 

And for the later vvords,though'man be born 
like a wild Aſſe Goltz concerning vvhich I had 
ſome ſcattered thoughts, but not ſo compoſed 
as 
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as afterwards. But after-I had come home 
from James next day;vand-had looked this 
Scripture, and found it;-{itting. and: pauſing a 
vwhile-upon-it: ( my ſpirit being very much 
ſadned and unfit for:any ſerious: ſpiritual: me- 
diration:)atlaſt I betook my ſelf. coiſfomeſhort 
requelts tothe Lord, telling: im, (That as he 
vvas pleaſed thus ro diſappoint my expettati- 
on of the pablike enjoyment, yer in him there 
was a fulneſs of all. povverand ability, there- 


| bybeingasable co tpeakro me by his owndpi- 


rit {6methi2g that might he of ſpmnual ad- 
vanta$6,ſome transforming vvords. which he 
is able to do'as vvell in.private as in-publike; 
which I did.now beg of: kim; and to that-end 
deſoughthim to lead medy che handchis day, 
and gnide meinto the Way, and:put meupon 
the Work; and that hewould pleaſe ro'appear 
ro me, with many-other [requeſts both for my 
own ſoul; and others in relation to me: :- Bur 
not knowtngyvhatWork to fet upon this day, 
or-what. to:takein hand, but waiting upon the 
Lords.direction , having many thingsin my 
thoughtsto do, but defarous of: fome yvord 
from God:to my poor ſoul, but: this vyord.in 
7ob 11.12. following. me ftitt, I. fellro:ſfome 
farther.thoughts of it, arid ruminaring-on the 
latter clauſe, of beivg like the: wild Ajje , I be- 
gan to think'what that Scripture did A: 
| | 3 tN1s 
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this creature that I ſaw did reſemble me fully, 
and *tliere thefe- words of the- Prophet 
brought: co my minde- that it went up and 
down ſnaffing up the Wind , and is ready to 


be found'in her moneth; which words1 found 


in Jeremeth 2.2.4. A wild Ajſe nſed to the wil- 
derneſstbat ſnuffeth:up the w-nd at her pleaſure, 
in her eccaſion, who can turn ber away? all theſe 
that ſeek;ber will weary thersſelves,tn her Month 
they ball find'her. Im which, as alſo in moſt part 
of the-chaprex, I find many things that ſate 
verycloſeto me, the Lord began,: thus itwas 
with-nie, forin v: 2: Tremember ( faithhe) the 
kindneſt of thy youth; the love of thine eſponuſals, 
when tbou wenteſt af tex me in the Wilderzeſs in a 
Land that was mt; fown, Tn the time of thy 
darkneſs, ſorrows, and tears , and bondage; 
when thou wenteſt after me, and often in the 
bitternefs of -thy-fonl reſolved to follow me 
through this Wilderneſs, though chouſhould- 
eſt perifltin ſo doing; yea, reſolving fo to fol- 
low meas that thy heart wis then fully , as is 
vere, taken 'offfrom: all-but me,thou didft de- 
fire nothing buc my ſelf. 02.350 
But-ver:5. What Iniquity: have your Fathers 


feand in me that yam go from me to follow after va- 


#ity ? How righteouſly:may che Lord ſay thus 
to me, vvas he not better to me by far then 
ever I expected; ar conld have believed ? 2.6. 

| ee 
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Neither ſaid they Where « the Lord that brough* 
us up out of the Land of eg 15t, that Jed? 
through the Wilderneſs , through a Lavil of De” 
ſarts, andof Pits, through a Lend of droxght; & 
of the ſhadow of deith, through a Land :that no man 
paſies through, and wheye no man dwelt; 8&(v.7) 
Bronght you into a plentiful Laxd, to tat the fruit 
thereof, and the goodneſs thereof, butt you entred, 
Jou defiled my land, and wade my Heritage ana- 
bomizatson. And was ngt this my. condition ? 
How did the Lord with a ſtrong and-mighty 
hand bring me out of the Egyptian Bondage, 
that ſad ſlavery that 1 wasin bv \ ey and 
thoſe cruel Taskmaſters he ſet gxer mein my 
ovvn heart and conſcience , my. corruptions 
and guile, which laid inſupportaþble 'burthens 
upon me both vyaies, commanding me to 
make brick, laying the Law before me, but gi- 
ving me no ſtrength todo it; nays»,;continually 
hindering and pulling me back. fromit . and 
yet ſcourging me for all the negleQ'of it; yea, 
through a Wilderneſs, through a. Land of De- 
ſarts Td he carry me, in_vyliich.I thought I 
ſavy my ſelf vyholly deſerted of God (which 
was no ſmall trouble to me ) through a Land 
of Pits, yea, Pics. on every hand, into which I 


was ready {till to fall, through a Land of _ , 


Dro ught, wherein my ſoulwas ready to faint 
in me for thirſt after the Lord , yea , through 
the fradow of Death: And oh how then hath 
| _ 7 the 
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the Lord: bronght me into the ſhadow of- 


death time aftet time, laying me on my fick 
bed, and pale death ſtill looking me in the face 
with dreadful cerrors and amazement; yea to 
the very Pirs'brinck of hell (in my own ap- 
prehenſions ) which is'the' worſt of deaths; 
yea through'a Land where no man paſſech, 
or dwells,having none to c6ndole my miſery, 
none being” acquainted with it; or me; but 
wandering as ir were by myſelf, thinking and 
deeming that no ſoul was in half ſo ſad a con- 
dition as1 was, but on the contrary, hath not 


| the Lord fince'( oh that I could” but bleſs his 


Name for it! ) brought” me into a plentiful 
Country, ſhined upon my ſoul, given me-ſome 
taſtes and nee ( I hope ) of the good 
Land, which whiles I was thus entering into, I 
did ſadly wax careleſs and remiſs after- fome 
time, and too much taken with the vanities of 
this World” and letting out my heart too 
much to the creature-comforts. (v.9 )JWhere* 
fore ſaith the Lord, I will plead with yozrard with 
your childrens children will I plead, hath any 
Nation changed their gods which are yo gods, but 
27 people have changed therr glory for that which 
doth not profit. "(v.13.) They have commuted 
two evils, they have forſaken 'me the Fountain of 
living waters, and hewed cout to themſelves Ct- 


ferns, broken Ciſtcrns that can hold no water:Oh! 


may 
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may not the Lord righteouſly complain. thts 
of me? havenot I too much declined from 
him, and run our after creatures in my affeQti- 
ons and deſires? and placed too rel bappi- 
neſs in other things, which have been made ap« 
pear to be broken Ciſterns that could not 
hold any Water. ( Y.14,15,16 ) And row 


faith the Lord , Why art thou ſpeiled? have the 


Lyons roared wpon thee ? and is thy Crown ſpoiled? 
(v.17.) Haſt thou not procured this to thy [elf tn 
that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God when be. 
led thee by the way? Oh! may not the Lord 
rshteouſly fay thus to thee? Are the Lyons [et 
looſe upon thee? do trouble and ſorrow come 
in again uponthee? And is Satan let looſe in 
any meaſure to torment thee? Mayeſt thou 
not thank thy ſelf? Haſt thou not brought ic 
on thee? Is it not righteous with the Lord to 
do ſo by thee? (v.18.) YYher haſt thox to do in 
the way of e/£gypr, 1-e. to return from the 
Lord to the creature, to ſeek any, good whar 
ever * What haſt thou to ds to arink_the water's of 
Shiloh, or the waters of the River, or in the way of 
the Aijyrians? (v.19.)Thy ewn wickeaneſs ſhall 
corre thee , ( oh Lord! and haſt' thou nc" 
made jt to doo ? ) and thy back ſiidings reprov? 
thee , know therefore, an: ſee that it is an evil 
thing, and bitter, that t how haſt forſakex the Lord 
thy God, aud that his fear is not inthee. (V.z0) 
u 4 , For 
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For of vt time I have broken thy Yoke, (bleſſed 
Lord thou haſt) and. b7r/t thy bands, aud thau 
daideft ill not manſgrefe, yea Lord, itis very 
true, yet I have ſo done again. (Y.23.) How 
carnſt thou ſay, T am not polluted ? ſee thy way in 
the valley, know what thou haſt done, thou art a 
ſwift Dromiaary, traverſing her wayes. Do but 
conſider with thy ſeif, and thou ſhalt ſee what 
thou takeſt, and how unwearied thy wicked 
heart is in its continual traverſing , that by 
being . frequently carried out after other 
things then me. ( Y. 24.) 4 wild Aſe that is 
uſed to the Wilderneſſe that ſnuffeth up the winae 
at ber pleaſure in her occaſion; whocan turn her 
awaN all they that ſeek her will weary themſelves, 
in her Month they finde ber, Bleſſed Lord, how 
clearly doſt thou point asit were at my wicked 
heart, which like a wild Aﬀe, a rugged thing, 
and wild alſo, yery untamed, and unruly, un- 
willing to endure to be heldin by any bridle, 
or made any way ferviceable to thee: But »/ed 
70 the milderneſſe----frequently converſing and 
- running our alter the things of this wildering 
world: (Yea, /nuffing up the wind) And is not 
this a xughteous judgement from thee, that 
whatever my heart runs our after, but 
thy ſelf it ſhould be but as vvind, that for the 
preſent- fills, bur ſacisfech not, nouriſheth 
not, bur in the end cogmenteth and cauſerh 
v d 2, FW: k #4, I oe: pangs, 
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pangs, & tearingin the bowels, oh ! this is the 
miſery of my wretched heart, that it can take 
and fall in with the World, bur hardly taken 
off [YVbocan turn heriaway ? | Oh Lord ! how 
hardis it to give a turn to this wretched heart 
running out after any vanity here below,who 
can turnit? Thy Meſſengers may come, and 
come with thy Word in cheir mouths, and 
cry, Stop and ſtand, and make a parly,but they 
are not able to give a real turn; yea, thou arc 
pleaſed often times to come in with many a 
ſweet motion by thy ſpirir, and yet this - gives 
not an effecual turn neither; yea, thou com- 
elt in ofren times,& many ways, ſomerimezþy 
mercy, ſometimes by afflictions;and yet cheſe 
neither can ſound a retreat. Oh that thou 
(who only can{tdb iz) wouldſt once pleaſe to 
yu ſuch a real mra/to my heart in che.pur« 


uit after any thing bur thy ſelf, that ic may, 


never beſo any more. [Y.31.] Have I been 
a VVilderneſs ts 1{rael? Oh Lord thou haſt not 
| been ſo to myſoul. | Y.32.] Cana Maid for- 


get her Ornaments, and yet my people bave forgot- - 


ren me, Oh Lord! Muſt notI cry. guilty be- 
fore thee here? for did I remember that L 
ſhould noc ſo often fin againſt thee? [Y.33.] 
VVhy trimmeſs thow thy way to ſeek lovei 
[_V.36.] Why gaddeft thou about ſo much to 
' obange thy way? to can from one thing in ov 
| wor 
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| worldtoanother; thoualſsſhalr be uſbamrd of 


eEgypt as thou waſt of” Ajſyria. | V.37.] Thou 
fhalt go forth frem him , \ avid thy hand upon thy 
head, | ina poſture of lamentation ] fer rhe 
Lord hath rejefed thy confidence , thou ſhall not 
proſper #n them. | | 
The Lord perſwade thy heart fully: of 
theſe traths, and work thy ſoul to a 
frame ſutable rthereunto. 


The 18. day of this ſecond Month, 1654. 


' This Afternoon, being ſomewhat burthened 


at the wretched out-going of my vvicked 
hegrt,'which was like a vvild thing ready to 


'break out upon _y occaſion, even- in read- 


ins theScripture irs ſelf,how ſadly doth it take 
occaſion to flye out ! the thoughts whereof 
very much oppreſted my ſpirit ; whilſt I was 


ſeeking the Lord abour it, it was darted into 


me, that the Loxd might be even now anſwer- 
ing my own Prayers and defires, though the 
anſwer of them ſeemed thus dreadful ro me, 
for oh how often haveI formerly begged and 
deſired of God that he would diſcover my 
own heart'to me, that he would anatomize it, 
thatT might ſee and know it, even as he ſees 
and knows it, and the like ;. and for ought-I 
know, this ſad working up of corruption may 
even be to give me « ſight of what filth there 
| is 
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iswithirſmy heart, yea , may I rot in ſome 


meaſure/have provoked the Lord td (uffer, 
and permit {in ro vvork in me by ſo vehement 
deſires. 

Oh good Lord ! What need then had we 
poor creatures to ſeek of thee to teach ſouls 
what and how to pray? for truly we know not 

what to pray;nay when thou comeſt in anſwer 
even to our own 1mportunate- deſires; how 
unable are we to bear the anſwer of our ovvn 
Prayers? Oh the vvretchednels of my hearr! 
is it not polluredin all that ever it doth and 
ſaith? 

Is not ſelf, and ſome by and baſe ends, or 0- 
ther at the end of every thought , vvord and 
action? doth there nor ſtill ſtep in ſome thing 
of ſelf, yea. too often ſomething of ſin; yea, 
vvhen in company I ſpake belt ? yea, ſuch 
things as others ſeem to admire arſuch expreſ- 
ſions and experiences, but alas, is there not 
much ſininic? AmI able $o0do, to live or 
practiſe vvhat T ſpeak? Nay, is there not moſt 
an end ſome baſe end either in the ſpeaking of 
it, or that comes in headlons afrer ir” Oh cur- 
ſed frame of ſpirit! 


The 20 day of this ſecond Month, 1654. 
_ ſought the Lord that he would breach 
in by 


is ſpirit upon my foul, and. give me 


ſome 
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ſome ſights of himſelf, fome communion with 
him, and ſome diſcoveries from him this Af- 
ternoon. 

There were theſe hints fell upon my heart 
ſoon after,thatT had been very remiſs in im- 


' proving thoſe precious & glorious appearan- 


ces of God to my ſoul ( through our dear Pa- 
ſtor ) that to nearly concerned me from that 
45. P/alm, and that therefore the Lord had 
juſtly laid him aſide for a time, even whileſt he 
vyvaSentring into it. ( O bleſſed Zord) haſt 
thou waiched over me in the time of my 
childhood, vanicy, unregeneracie, when I 
knew.not my right hand from my left; & haſt 
thou been with me ever ſince to this day? and 
ſhoyld I now diſtruſt thee, or fear that thou 
ſhouldeſt now leave me to my ſelf? (O curſed 
unbelief! ) haſt thou vvatched over me theſe 
ſix and twenty years,and ſuffered no evil to 0- 
vertake ime, but made all things to work toge- 
ther for my good; andſhould ] now fear and 
miſtruſt thy love ? | 

Haſt thou provided for me to this day that 
no good hath been wanting to me ? and ſhall 
I novy diſtruſt thee, or think thou wilt with- 
hold any thing thou ſeeſt good for me ? Nay, 
Hafſt thou not vvith-held me from evil thar 
would have hurt me ? and muſt I now mur- 
mure, repine and cry out of thy want of love 
[ne 
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to me? and that thon ſhouldeſt bear all this 
and g0'on further to make out thy lovets 
me; and ſhall I yer diſtruſt thee ? 

Haſt thou overcome death and hell for me, 
that I 'am not novy :in that ſlaviſh fear of 
them as formerly i-bave been ? and. ſhall I till 
fear that thou wilt not overcome my corrup- 
tions for mer ( O curſed unbelief/) 


The 23. day of the ſecond Month , 1654. 
In theMorning being much diſcouraged in re- 
ference to any hopes of Gods appearance, 
having heard but ſlender commendations of 
him that was to ſpeak this day ; yet being de- 
ſirous to look up to the Lord, I beſought him 
that be would pleaſe to give my ſoul ſome 
ſight of himfelf, and communion with him; 
and that as I had: former experiences from 
him , thac the inftrament was nothing if he 
would pleaſe to undertake the work; & there- 
foreI belought him that his povver might ſo 
appear that my foul might have a fight of him, 
and there might beſome ſeaſonable word ſpo- 
ken that might do my ſoul good; and truly I 
muſt needs acknowledge the Lord was pleaſed 
Sraciouſly to bow dovvn and manifeſt his pre- 
_ exceedingly beyond my expettation this 

ay. 


The 
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- The fourth day of this third Month, 1652. 
being. to take a portion of Phyſick, I befought; 


Thatir might 


the Lord that it might accompliſh his will and 
pleaſure npon me; andif that lay in health, 
beſanRified tome, if in ſickneſs, 
that my 'vvill might be bowed and ſubwitred 


-tO his will. | 


The 7.day of this third Month, at night the 
Lord drew out myheart to beg of him among(t 
other requeſts,, that he would pardon at#l my 
miſ-ſpenrt time, and help me to improve what 
ever time he ſhould ſee mete ro give me; 
More to his praiſe and' glory, and to chat end, 
if he ſhould ſee mete to give me to enjoy ano- 
ther day, and ſee the beginning of a new 
Week, that he would alſo.give, mea new-hearr, 
and a new ſpirit, and help me to walk:more to 


his praiſe,improving time'betrer then former- 


ly. 


The next Morning . (being the 8. of this 
third Month) I beſought the Lord for his 


. preſencerthat day, notwithſtanding all my un- 


profitableneſs: and unworthineſs of it, with 
much to thareffet : And truly the Lord was 
pleaſed greatly to bow down, and ſpake many 
tweet and ſeaſonable things to my ſoul , both 


through that ſervant of his Mr: Brad mn 
| thar 
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that preached that 'day at Fulham, asalſo by 
his ſpirit, through ſome Scripture then hinted 
untous, which' cauſed my ſoul that night ro 
breath out before the Lord, deſiring to bleſs 
him for it, yet lamenting my unproftitableneſs 
under, ſuch glorious appearances of his:, and 
miE-improvement of them; lamenting alſo the 


' great iniquity of my tongue, beſeeching the 


Lord now to ſet a Watch before my mouth, 
and to keep the doorof my lips, as allo my 
heart. IP 


The 13. of this third Yonth, in the Mor- 


ning as I was going down, I had a ſtrong re- 


pulſe upon my ſpirit to ſpeak a few words un- 
to the Lord before I went down, at which 
time my heart was greatly drawn out to ſpeak 
to God to curſe, and blaſt, and root out of my 
tiearttheſe þitrer Roots . Pride, Paſſion, and 
inordinate Aﬀections,in a ſpecial manner that 
of Paſſion; be firſt drew out my heart in this 
addreſs to God, finding it fo ſadly prevailing, 
celling the Lord that he had ofren ſhewed me 
the evil of this both from the Scriptures time 
after time, coming ſometimes with mighty 
power upon my hearr, & yet going off again; 
yea, he had appeared againſt all theſe evils in 
many Experiences of the folly and vanity of 
them , eſpecially thoſe of Pride and inordi- 
nate 


— . 
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} .: eate affeRtions, how often had he ſhewel'rie 
\ | '  theemprineſsof all creatures, yea in.the'very 


things I expected moſt from? And how often 
had he blatted my pride by theſe continual 
fſcoffs I mer aithal, and by all thoſe infirmities 
apon my body, for all which I defife 'to bleſs 
his Name, befeeching himonce to ſpeak effe- 
Ctually tomy heart, to thetitter ruine of theſe 
evils 1n me. | 


The 24. day of this fourth Month, beingin 


my Cloſet, the Lord drew out'my heart to 
pray that he would pleafe r6 manifeſt his pre- 
ſence,;and drop fomethingupon my heart that 
might be for my ſpiritual good and advantage, 
in anſwer thereunto' the Lord was pleaſed un- 


expecedly to caſt me vpon this Scripture, the- 


40. of 1/avah. 20910 OI DB Þ, 

I. Whete the Lord begins with a command 

to comfort his Church, yea, to comfort them 

at the very beart; bur thou mayeſt ſay, What 
doth he comfort them withall» -- 

2. Firft, Tell her , Her warfare 7a ccom- 
pliſhec:. $72 
2. Her Iniquity is pardoned; yea, he addeth, 
She hath received of ihe Lords hand dowble for all 
= ſins, twice as much mercy as ſhe had 
In. | | 


3. He 
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+ * 3. He goes 0n with a gracious Promiſe, Thar 


God would have a wayimade for him in the De- 


fart. 1! 


4. And that Buery V, alley ſronld. he exalted; 
and every high Hill made low, and the crooked 
made ſtrait and that the, glory of the Lord fhowld. 


'be revealed; and all fieſpſce it ,, which glory of 


his ſhould, ſo darken all the creatures. glory, 
that he addeth. 

6, -Alil-flaſh is graſ;; nay it. ſhall now appear 
to-bebng.mrhergd grafs , | - | 

7. All which ſhall wuher away, and the Word 
of Goaonly. ebiar.' Then. 

8. TheLord calls . upon his. people to 

riſe from theſe withering thinps, - 

9: Get your Hp. (ſaich he) to 'ihe Afountaie. 


: Secondly, Life uo yo;.r vaice. And thirdly, Be 


» tafra:q; as if the Lord would ſecretly, inti- 
mate thathe ſavy his people r00 apt to grubble 
upon the earth, and rake content in theſe fa-- 
ding Flowers of the Field, not having their 
hearts raiſed to fo glorious an expeRation of 
his appearance and revelation of his-glory; - 
therefore it 1s obſervable, he doubles it, Left 
4p yoer voice; they being much averſe to it, 
yea, ({aicth-he) Fear nor ; but why ſhould we 
not fear? Why, Bebeld your God, a word of 
application and admiration. 


X Ye 
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0. Yea, He double it, Beho/4 the Lord God, 
bebold be will come | and how }] with a ffrong 
hand, and his arm (the ſtrength of his hand ) 
ſhall rule for him : Then he addeth : | 

11. Huyeward # with lin, he ſhall feed by 
Flock like a Shepherd : yea, He g-thereth the 
Lambs with his a ms, and carrieth them in his 
boſom, and gemly leadeth thoſe that are with 
young. Then | 

12. Hegoes on the 27. verſe, ſhewing the 
mighty powet of his God above all crea- 
tures; | v4 
I5. How creatures are to him b# f as 4 dyop 
of a Bucke:,and as the ſmall tnſt of the Bal- 
lance: | | 

17. Yea, As nothing, and 45 @ thivg of naught, 
When he had thus abundantly ſer forth his 
Ge, he challengeth all that unbelief | 
in the heart of his people ro come forth and 
meer him. 

27. Why ſaift thou O Jacob and Iſrae', My 
was 's hid froe the Lord? And haſtthou any 
reaſon for ſuch thoughts ? 

28. Haft thou not knowr, nenther heard, that 
the everlaſting Gold, the Creator of the ends of 


theemwth, (ſee what glorious titles here are to 


ſtrengthen faith ) he farnterh nor , neither 18 
weary ? Poor creatures are apt to think ſurely 


they have wearied the Lord with their conti- 
- : nual 


S: 
» 
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nual backſlidings and revoltings.; but ſaith h 


Have you not known that I ans an cverlaſtins 


; (God q yea, hat I faint r0* neither an weer;and 


he addeth, 7 hat 1h. x: is no ſearevirg bus wnder- 
ſtanding; and not only wis he thus glorious in 
himſelf, but NR | | 

29. Hegives power to the faint, yeato thew 
thar have no mrgyt be encreaſetl Rength. (0 
bleſſed encouragement!) Poor ſouls may fay, 
Well, be ic ſo; that notwithſtanding all my re- 
bellions the Lord was not weary nor fainterh 
in his arm ot love to nie; yet 1 ama poor fee- 
ble cteature, and ani ready to faint, and not 
able to hold up the head; but he gives power 
to the. faint alſo, 'yea, he eacreaſeth eheir 
ſtrength, even 

30. 1 he youths ſhall f.s t and beweary , and 
t he young men wterly fall, /.-, They that truſt 
in their own ſtrength ſhall utterly faif. 

31. Bur t/ ty that wait. upon the Lord sball 
renew thir ſtrength, they sball mount np as Ec. 
gles, they thall rur, and ro be weary, walk, and 
j 6: fain,; when they that can do rothing, that 
have £6 ſtrength or migh:,buc only waicupon 
the Lord for ſtrength from him , ſhalt have 
this' glorious Promiſe made good to them : 
{© my foul) vyait thou only upon, the Lord, *-': 

ecaufe thy expeRations are only from him, 
wait I ſay, opon him. © wp | 
(N= 6 Y3 Iſai ih 
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..8. Hegoes on with rich encouragement to | 
poor wear ſouls; 7 how 0 1 ſrael art my ſervant, 
Jacob my choſen , this Seed of Abraham my 
Friend,('ſweet familiar titles! ) GT wk; 

9. Whom ave taken from the ends of the 
Earth, aud, called thee from the cief men. there- 
of, and {aid: They art my ferv4it, Bleſſed Lord, 


4 


haſt thou not done this for ty poor ſoul? haſt 


thou tak n'me-whenT was running, even. to 
the ends of theearth, ffotn place to place, and 
thing to thihg, bewildefed'n atl? yea, haft not 
thou calfed* the*from* the chief pen thereof, 
from the chief deſirable things of this world? 
O Lord; enable my ſoulto6.follow this call of 
thine, an&.iake me indeed thy ſervant ;. yea, 
the Lord adferh; Thott attiny ſervant, T have 
choſen thee ; he doth not ſay, Thou .choſeſt 
me, but, ] have choſen thee, yea., I haye not 
choſen and turned thee away again, no.I have 
choſen thee,and not caft thee off, thea he goes 
on with: niore bleffed eicouragements: * 

10. Fear thoy wor, why?targhe they ſav, why? I 
am nithihet, benor dr maied, for 1 am thy Go7; 
adding withall , Tai” tot, only preſent” with 
chee,and that asthy God; but, ! wit ftrepgt ben 

| © SE > "VEE, 
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ther, yea, I will belp thee, 1ea,[willwpho!d thee 
hind that with the right hand of miy righteouſ- 
neſt: A bleſſed encouragement; anſwering all 
ObjeQions in theſoul,;as if the Lord had ſaid, 
Art thou a poor, feeble , weak'creature,'urias 
ble toany ſpiritnal ſervice? Well, Twill ſtreng- 
then thee:art rhou fill afraid? Why will help 
thee, and as it were, work together with thee, 
andis not'this enough ? Why I will uphold 
thee too, and that with my hand, yea; with my 
right hand, yea, with the right 'hand of my 
righteouſneſs; ſecrefly hinting, that there is 
a tear ina poor ſoul in point of righteouſneſs; 
then he goes on to tel them what'ſhall become 
of their Enemies , and he-uſhers itin with a 
Bebolg \-. > OO <0. dns = 
I1. Behold what I will do with thine Ene- 
mies, Behold, all they that are incenſed againſt 
theesha'l be ashamed and confounded; yea, they 
sball be as nothing, yea, they that do but ſtrive 
with thee hall perish, thou shalt ſeek them, «nl 
halt uot finde they ''even them that conrend 
with thee; 1t:comes in with an Emphaſis, Thews 
that contend with thee, they that war againſt 
thee ſhall be as nothing : Oh what: a conſam- 
mation 1$ bere determined fromthe Lord a- 
gainſt thoſe - Enemies of his'poor' people and 
weak ſervants that ſtrive , contend; 'and war 
with'them | they ſhall be firſt 'aſhimed and 
X 3 con- 
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confounded : but that is nor all, they ſhall 
periſh alſo, they ſhall not be to be found, for 
they ſhall be brought to, nothing: Ohwhat a 
deſtruction is here determined from the Lord 
upon them-' they ſhall. vaniſh fo ſuddenly 
that the poor ſoul ſhall not be able to thinkir, 
but ſhall ſeek them; and not- find them ,- they 
ſhall be as nothing; and why ſo? why, becauſe 


and low, heharh faid, I will help thee in all 
hard ſervices, and in all thy ſtrong conflicts 
Iwill help thee, and uphold thee with my arm, 
alſo headdeth ic again in the nexc verſe, even 
the ſame he had newly ſpoken in the tenth 
verſe; but now he goes on again, applying 
y/- Tthe Lord thy God will bild thy right hand, 


or, as he ſaith elſewhere, 1 will teach thy hand to 
| war, and thy fingers to fight; yea, I will not 


only help thee, but I will encourage thee alſo, 
ſaying to thee, I will belp thee, yer leaſt this 
ſhould not be ſupport or ſtrengthning e- 
nough, leaſt the ſoul ſhould objeR and ſay, A- 


las! I am a poor creature, a poor deſpiſed crea- 


ture, a wotm, the moſt deſpiſed creature that 
is, eycenirod under foot of all, the moſt uſeleſs 
of creatures; the moſt feeble creature, the 
moſt unable to belpits ſelf, againſe which the 
+ 1 EO On. ns 


they areinthe hands of fuch a powerful God, 
though his ſervants be weak , and poor, 
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Lend bovveth down gloriouſly to add yet fur- 
er: | | 
14. Fear not; yea fear not thou Worm 7«- 
cob, and ye men of Iſrael, though you be buc 
Worms, but men, andare to grapple with ali 
the Powers of Hell, invvard and outvvard 
Enemies; yet fear not you men of..J/-ael, 1 
help thee, thus faith the Lord , yewhe Lord, 
will help chee, thou worm , thou man, I; will 
that hath command of thoſe thy Enemies. - | 
27. Anditis the Lord thy Redeenier';, and: / 
the Holy One of Iſrael; and as if the-Lord; _ 
ſhould ſay, Thou ſhalt not only come againſt - :# 
thera that are thy Enemies, and cauſe them to 
flye away, but thou ſhalt threſh them, Behold, 
ſaith che Lord, 1 will make thee a threſhing In- 
ftrament,and not a dull one neither; but a new 
one, yea a ſharpone, having Teeth or Mouths 
to grate them withal, Thou ſhalt threſh them, 
What ſhalrc thou threſh ? The Mountains, yea : 
the Mountains, thy Enemies, the Land it ſelf, 
thou ſhalc threſh thoſeMountains, &beat chem , 
ſmall,and make the Hills as chaff, nor ſmall, but 
sreat and ſrrongEnemies ſta't thouuſe thus. 
16. Thou ſhalt fan them, and the winde, 
(Wiich none knows whenceit comes, or whi- 
ther it goeth ) that winde ſhall carry them a- 
way, yea that Whirlwinde (the moſt dreadful 
of Windes, and the moſt quick and _—_ ) 
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ſhall ſcatterthem, and what ſhall be the iſſue 


of all this? Thow ſbalt rejoice in the Lord, &-fhalt 
glory ii'the Holy One of 1ſrael : He doth not 
ſay . Thou ſhalt glory in thy Victory over 
thoſe Enemies in what thou haſt done, or the 
| like; no;.Thouſhalc glory in'the Lord, and re- 
Joicein him; how gloriouſly doth the Lord go 
onto prevent all the Objetions. of his ſer- 
vants ? Well, ſuppoſeall Enemies be deftroy- 
ed, what-is this if I dye for thirſt, &c. Well, 
ſaith cheLord, to preyaat this,when the poor 


[}... and needy feek Water, 5.e. ſeek ſoul-refreſh- 


ment as wellas Victory over Enemtes, and 
they findenone, and their Tongue faileth for 
thirſt, (intimating the depth of want, and ex- 
| tremityof' thirſt) yet then. / the Lord will hear 
| ' them, 45.e.. when they are hardly able. ro cry 
| unto me, but are even ready to give up, then [ 
will hear the very;groans of.rheir heart, azd / 
the God of Tſrael will not forſake 'them , 'though 
they be brought into that condition that they 
can hardly ſpeak, becauſe'their Tongue. fail- 
eth, yet I will not forſake them. 

18. But I will «per the Rivers in hoph places, 
they ſhall haye abundance,and they ſhall have 
itin the moſt nnlikely way; Rivers1n the high 
places, and Fountains in the Valleys , all as ir 
were by contraries; yea, / will make the Willer- 
neſs anil the dry Land pobts and fprings of- _ 
Py Foes and which 
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which isevenaMirdcle, which-I will rather 
work chen thoſe pdor ſouls ſhall not be ſatisfi- 
ed. 

19. I will plant i in the Wilderneſs the Cedar and 
the Myrtie Tree, I will ſet 11 the Deſart the Fir 
Tree, the Pine, andthe. Box Tree , things ,very. 
rare and wonderful. . 

' 20. And chis ſhall be that they may ſee, kow, 
confeder, and underitand | hearty Expreſſions! ] 
rhat the hand of the Lord bath done thu, & the ho- 
ly one of Iſrael created it;asif he had aid ſhould 
I do this, reat Work in an ordinary way, and 
by ordinary means, theywould notſeeſo much 
of the power of Godin it; bur that they may 
ſeeit was a creating or created Work, there- 
fore will I do it in this unuſual way. 


Iſaiah 42. 


1. Where the Lord ſhews to what end he 
WE our Lord Jeſus. 
_ 4: As alfo, how-g{oriouſly he would be with 
him, and ſupport him in his Work: - 

6. And firſt; he ſaith ,, He gave himto be @ 
Covenant,or the Covenant and that zo che Gen 
_ YER, : -- i 
. To bealight to them, fo open the blind eyes, 
and luſe the Priſoners ont of the Piſon-Hoaſes. 
He 
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He confirmeth it-with a Declaration of 


DC _—_ 


— -- 
mon 
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his own glorious Name,8.[ / aw the Lord Oh ! 
thereſore ſing to the Lorda new Song , praiſe 
him througa the earth, you thet go down into the 
Seg, you that are as the Wilderneſs, i.e. though 
never ſo deſolate, or in greateſt danger, how- 
ever do you praiſe him. 

16. Then he addeth glorious promiſes , to 
bring the blind by the way that they knew not, to 
lead them in the pathes they bave not known, to 
make darkneſ light Lefore them, crooked thing 
ftraight , yea, to doall this, and with all ad- 
deth, 1 will nit forſake them. 

17. But they ſhall be greatly aftamed ( ſaith 
the Lord) that will now truſt in any thing beſides 
me, and ſo make a god of it, when asI do all 
this for my people. 

19. Then the Lord ſeemeth asit were ſadly 


to lament even over his own people, asif they 


were the moſt blind and deaf of any. 
22. Tog are 4 people robbed, and fpuled, and 

Priſoners. 

23. But who( ſaith God )wil give car & hear 
for time to come? iy 
| 24. Whogave Jacob for a ſpoile , and Iſrael 
ro the robbers ? did net I the Lord? be againſt 
whom we had ſinned, for they would not walk in 
hu way, nor were obedient to bis Law. 


 25-There- 
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25. Therefore he poured upon him the ſary © 
hs yeh wm the trength of Battcl, and ſet ;Al 
on fire round about, yet he knew wot, andit burned 
him, yet he laidit not to heart : A (ad ſenceleſs 
eſtate under ſuch a hand of God yorus out 
with fury and anger, and yet behold, in the 
next Chapter how full of grace, mercy, and 
kindneſs the Lord appears to ſuch-a people as 
this; I ſay, Behold, and vvonder at the admi- 
rable Expreſſions of love that immediately 

follow upon'the rehearſal of this: 


}/a 43 which is brought in 
with a ( but.) 


V.1. But, thus ſaith the Lord that created thee 
0 Jacob, and that formed thee O Iſrael, Fear net: 
Why ? what could ſuch a people dg but fear 
if once made ſenſible of this their rent and 
miſerable eſtate? But behold how the Lord 
comes in to ſupport them notwithſtanding all 


this; ſaith he, I have redeemed thee , though 


thou be robbed, ſpoiled, and imprifo- 
ned, Yer fear not, 1 have redermed you, Thave 
called thee by thy Name , thow art mine : Oh 


what wordsare theſe! ablejindeed tocomfort 


a poor ſoul in the ſaddeſt hovr ; Thox art mine; 
what I, might the ſoul ſay, 0ne on whom thou 
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what am I thine * what I?; Though I have 
been fer on fire round abour, and that by thee 
too, and been burnt, yerT have been altoge- 
ther inſenſible of ir, and ſo'not laying it to 
heart ;- and what am 1-thine ? O incredible 
love ! Thox art mine; and what then? I will 
proceed to give thee a further teſtimony of 
it; FR banks 
2. For, When thoz paſſeſt through: vhe water 1 
will be with thee, yea, though it be through a River 
it ſhall tot overflow thee; yea, whep thou wal- 


keſt throwgh the fire thou ſalt not be burnt , nor 


ſoall che flames kindle upon thee . A clear demon- 
ſtration of love ! But what is the reaſon of 
this? How comes this to paſs ? Why, 7am the 
Lord thy Ged, thou art mine; yea, I am thine, and 
not only thy God, but thy Saviour; 'and that 
thou mayeſt believe it the better, 7 gave e/£- 
gypt for thy ranſome, and Ethupia and Sheba for 
thee : Yea, thou art not 'only mine , bt thoxu 
art precious in my / ght, and haſt been honorable, 
and I have leved thee, therefore will 7 esve mes 
for ther, and people for thy life, for no other rea- 
ſon but 'eves becauſe I loved thee: One would 
think, where ſo much love is manifeſted, there 
could be no room for fear, but the Lord ( who 
knows how apt his poor creatures are to be 
jealous 


haſt ponred out thy fury and anger, \not by ps 
drops, but poured it one, both fury andanger, |, 


N 
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jealous gf-his.love ) adderh yet further , Fear 
not, for 1am. with thee, and will gather thee from 


all. parts; even everyone that us ralled by my 


Name, or. 1 have-rreated hins for my glory. Well 


may the Lord ſummonall the Nations: of the 
Earth.to , prodnce ſuck ,manifeſtations of his 
love as theſe are,and give witneſs and teſtimg- 
ny to it, or. elſe” ( ſaith. be.) let them believe 
this, and fay: it.is truth ,, Tow are my witneſſes 
(faith the Lord) of . my, dealing with you of old, 
will they not teſtifie yothee the truth of this, that 
ſo yo\-may. {our of fqrmer experiences of me) 
believEthe truth of what I now ſpeak, for :/ 
am bez what ever hath: been done. of old for 


| £ \ F 4 "TY. 
you, it:1s I am he that did it; For before'me there 


Was 10 good, nor after.me ſhall there be any ,, 1am 
the Lord, ard beſides me there was ng Seviogr,onr 
z5 there any, that can detiver out of my hands ,, 1 
will work, and who. ſhalbles it. Yer farther to 
confirm:thgr Faith, rhe Lord bowerh down, 
andtells them : 36  ronaiae 

I4. Thas ſaith the Lord your Red: emer, For 
7our ſakes have 1 braught down the C a'deans, 
Wes, 

15. 1 am the Lord your Ho!y.Onc, the Crea- 
tor of Iſra:/, rour Kiug, as if the Lord ſhould 
ſay, All chat Lam, I amas thine, for Iam thy 
Holy'Qne, and chy King: and thy God,, and 


thy Saviour, and-the like. i! -o;: 0 
"IANS TOE? | 16,Thes 
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16. Ti#s ſaith the Lord that makhzth away 
| SutheS-a, and a path in the mighty water; : 
What wilt thou fear that laſt ſuch a King,fuch 
a'God, ſuch a Redeemer to be thine that can 
make away in the Sea? - —© 
17. Which bringeth forth the Charrert and 
Horſe, &c? | & hs 
18. Remember you not rhe former things, nor 
confider that of olc? as if the Lord ſhould ſay, 
Have you forgotten what a mighty GodI am? 
how gloriouſly 1 appeared for you at the Red 
Sea, making a way for youto go eras 0, and 
drowning of your Enemtes; remeber you 
it not? Muſt T be fain to' put you in mind of 
my old love to beger new truſt & confidence ? 
vvhy then fear not,- but roul upon me for 
the time to come. © © Opn 
19. For beheld, 1 will do a new thing , now it 
ſhall ſpring fort, | will even make 'awayia the 
wilderne{s,0 Rrt ers tm the Deſars , & this work 
ſhall be ſo glorious, 20. That the viry Brafi s 
of tbe f: [1jhall honor mc, the Dragens ans the 
Ow'es, b:ca*ſe | give drink tomy peopit, my ch.- 
21. This people have 1 formed for my ſelf,t*ey 
ſhail ſhew forth'my prasſc. O bleſſed for ever be 
che Lord that hath nndertaken this work, and 
putanﬀfue to it; oh Lord ! let it be ſothen : 
Oh what glorious things are here ay = 
| rom 
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from Gods heart ! but when he comes to look 
upon his people, and their frame of ſpirit, ht 
tindeth matter of ſad lamentation, which is 
brought in with a ſad black [_ Bur. ] ; 
22. but thew haſt uot called «pon me, O Ja- 
ceb, | but again; thou haſt becy weary of me, 
O /jrael, tou baſt not brought me the ſmall Cai=+ 
rel for Burm-Offerings, nor honoured me with thy 
Sacr fices, [ have not cauſed thee toſerve with 
any Uffrings, wor bave | wearied thee n'.h In. 
cemſe. SLE 
24. Thou haſt brought me no ſweet Cornwith 
Money, nor filled me with the far of thy ſacri- 
Ho 
Then comes in another ſad [ but] Ex: chow 
h:ft ade me 10 ſerve with thy ſins, thow hajt 
Wes ried men ich thine Iniquities, I, even 1 am 
| e that blotteth ont thy 1ranſgreſſtons for my own 
N. ms (ake, and will not remember thy ſins, as if 
the Lord ſhouldſay, When I look upon thee, 
[ ſee nothing but provocations, and I am wea- 
ry to bear it; nevertheleſs I will blot out thy 
{insthough nor for chine, yet for my own 
Names ſake, and willl noti remember thy ſins, 
and ( that he might yet hold to all more 
abundant expreſſions of love) he addeth in 
the next verſe, */pake, par me 55 remembrance, 
a blefſed word-of Encouragement, as if the. 
Lord ſhould fay, You ſhall ſee' that my heart 
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15inthis Work; that I will yjot anly do ir,but | 


greatly deſire to do it; arid/thereforeit it were. 


poſſible for me:to forget/it, yet I giveyou this 


liberty and freedom, t0-/qome and put- mein. 


remembrance, nay,l ay it as.2 law of loveup- 


Qn you, that you do thuscame:and minde me, 


of it, Put me z YE REM brance, let us picnd ty Les 
ther ; Oh the admirable condiſcention in this 
high God, who hath ſo.much povver, as. he 
bach hefore expreſſed; that he can work and 
none can letit, and yet will ſuffer his poor 
Worm to plead with hun. +. : | 


About the beginning of this fifth Month, 
there were'theſe hints givers me , and ;hopes 
from the Lord, which I.do not yet know, but 
I may take as an.anſwer to. ſeveral :Petitions 


put up to him : As, firſt,” That I bad: not lived . 


anſwerable to that counſel the Zard was plea- 


ſed to handout to me by,Mg.i! r4deck ;/1.e.Not; 


ro ſpeakevilof any one-or other behind heir 


back; bucÞhave often cryedout tO others,not:; 


to themſelves, of the pride of this'body-and 


that body,,and thepaflion' df chis or thas. per- 


ſon; and yet, behold how ſadly tt reigns/'1n my 
ſelf ! may:not the Lord righteouſly ſuffet it in 
me. and ſhew-me the evil and folly. of it, be- 
holdins the Mote in anothers eye; and behold, 
a beam in my own, at this time alſo- was that 

brought 
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broaght to my hands in 7am..1-2,6. If a») man 


among You ſeems to be reli ions, and bridleth not his 


topgwe-; but deceivech his own heart, this mans 
religion is in vaine: Aſad word. Allo in the 4. 
5- 6:Yerſes of this ſame Chapter. "ita 
i. 4: But let patience have ber perfect wor”: , 
that you may be perfett, and entire, wanting ne- 
thins. | | 
 $. If any of you lack wiſdeme, let him as it of 
God that giveth 16 all men liberally and upbraigeth 
not , andit ſhall be given him. © 5 Joan 
:6. But {et him 5k in faith nothing WAvering; 
for hee that wavereth is lik a wave of the ſea dri- 
ven with then inde and toſſed. . A grations ; romiſe 
to.thoſe that lack wiſdome and acke it; and in the 
4h. of Iam. v.2, 3: you ack, and receive not, be= 
cauſe You ask «amiſs, that Jou may conf ume it «pon 
your 1ftc, And truly what do I know but that 
the Lord doth ſuffer this luſt (as he did the Ca- 


' naanites of old to trouble the Iſraelites, ſo this 


luſt; )'ro humble me, and prove me, and know 
(or make me to know ) what is in my hearr. 
Q my ſoule, how haſt thou need then to ſer all 
the force of thy ſoule a gainſt this bitter root 
of pride? which (for ought TI know) was the 
cauſe of all other evils. O the wayes that the 
Lord hath taken to pluck: up this root 6at of 
thy heart! hath not all thy aMctions of in- 
ward and outward man beene directed, as it 

lh + were 
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were, againſt thisfin! - what delight elſe hath 
theAlmightytofay fickneſs andweakneſs upon 
| thee, why, doth he ( thinkeſt chou) permic 
| all the mocks andJjears thou daily- meereſt with 
| why, it was for that continued working up" of 
'_ thy pride, notwithſtanding all his dealings with 
! thee, ro pul downe when thou arc lifted'up ros 
| much, ſo that thou mayſt thank thy own pride 
for all. TN PORK OST A VA £ 

- Some hints from the Lord at Mr. Thorws 
about the end of the 5 Month 1 6 5 4 which i 
Know not but may be an anſwer of 'former'pe- 


fitions. IO 807 
* 'May-be thou wouldeſt honour God in one 
way and condition and he would have thee ro 
honour himin another; yea; may-be he would 
have thee honour him by living by. faich; rout 
ing upon him for the ſubduing of thy corrnp- 
tions, andin the mean time will be honoured 
by concinual trugling and'fighting with them. 
O my ſonle! haft thou not often Gd, oh how 
often!) tempted the Lord ſadly concerning 
| this; and the Lord grant it my berthelaſt at- 
|  *rer many folemn reſolutions,and protniſes un- 
' tothe Lord, never to provoke him thus 'any 
| "more, andyetto do it again; yea might: tiot 
| - -theLorddo this even in anſwer to prayer? 
"thou having begged of him rhat morning te 
'Sive and order all thy words and actions _ 
a: 
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day: oh that God would ar laſt make thee wiſe, 
and ſo order thy ſpirit, and ſubdue this riſing 
of corruption, ſs as thou maiſt never more pro- 
voke him in this kind ! 

Vpon the 6 of this 6 month, 1 65 4 The 
Lorddrew out my hearc in che morning to ſeek 
of him that he would be pleaſed ro bow down 
and appeare gloriouſly and grarioully to, and 
through his ſervant, Mr Knight, who had bur 
the day before at Fulham Chappel ſo exceed- 
ingly preſſed us to ſeek the Lord Br him, which 
wrought upon my heart greatly, to begg of 
God that he might find the fruit of the prayers 
of his people on his behalf: As alſo, that my 
poor ſoule and others that did appeare to meet 
that morning might have a gratious viiit from 
him chart none of all my unfittneſs to attend 
upon him, or unfruicfullneſs under former ap- 
pearances might hinder his gratious preſence 

with, and to my ſoul this day, but that rhough 
there was nothing in me to move him to it, yet 
that he would doeit for his own name andpglo- 
ry ſake that my ſoul wight have ſuch a light of 
_- as might conform me more and more to 
im, 
And how graciouſly was theLord pleaſd to.bow 
downthis day as a God hearing prayer! & that 
firſt on the behalf of his ſervant, Mr Knight, 
that was-to ſpeak this day in his name?how glo- 
FT 3 riouſly 
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Tiouſly did hee appeare, noc only through his 


Poor worms, but even in him alſo, greatly 
drawing out his heart both in prayer&preach- 
Ing: In prayer,and therein begging of God, in 
the entrance of his ſervices, his preſence, and 
mighrily( in a way of faith) rouling upon him 
Hor an anſwer of prayer eyen at this preſent 
ſeaſon. | | 
 The27of this 6 Month being the Lords day, 
and finding my heart very dead and cold all the 
week,and alſo now very unprepared to meet 
the Lord or expect any appearance at all from 
Him, I did yet ina few ſhort defires preſent 
my requeſt to him,beging his mighty preſence, 
unvailing the Lord Teſus,(both to and through 
his ſervant ) to our poor ſouls, beſeeching him 
alſo that I might have a clear fight of his good- 
neſs inir, and that he would pleaſe to appear 
a God, nay and not a God a far off, telling him 
withal that my poor ſoul had found him to be 
ſo, notwithſtanding all. my unficneſs and un- 
worthineſs, beſeeching him even now to make 
it appear to my ſoul, thatheisa God hearing 
prayer, and that he would give my ſoul a very 
glorious fight of my Lord leſus, and not only 
diſcovet him to ne, but cauſe theſe diſcoveries 
ro wor? with mighty power upon my heart, 
really taking it off from all other things what- 


Jotuer, and fix it wholy upon himſelfe: with 


many 


1- 
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many other requeſts of this nature. 

Bur yet notwithſtanding, my heart was ſom- 
what (I thought) affected with thoſe deſires 
before the Lord, yet (oh with what ſadneſs, I 
may ſpeak it,) how ſoon were they out of mind 
even before I got to Fulham; in ſo much thatT 
quire forgot my own deſires, and not at all 
looking after any anſwer of chem; but how did 
the Lord raiſe and rouſe up my dead heart,even 
upon the nameing of the pſalm that was called 
to be ſung in the morning, which was the 145. 
pſalm,which at the firſt nameing of , my heart 
leaped as it were thinking, what! ſhal we ſing 
thac pſalm Mr KX»zghrs text is in? though for 
the preſent I miſtook , for his text is in the 45 
pſalm, but this was the 145. pſalm & the two 
laſt ſtaves, which 2s ſoon as wee began to ſing 
my heart was exceedingly altered with it, in 
which IT found many ſuteable cxpreſlions to 
my former deſires, even in the very words, 
which did as it were raiſe my heartin a kind of 
contented expectation of a glorius appearance 
of God that day, as a returne of prayer, which 
methoughts the Lord did even then give to me 
by hinting this ſcripture ſo put to my condition 
and defires; and how gloriouſly did the Lord 
appear the 27. of this 6. month-through his 
ſervant, Mr Knight in both parts-of the» day, 
whom he 'was pleaſed to comer even beyond 
OL NOD 1B 1560.4 $03 6 'F-3 403 Din 20%, Ms 
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bis owne expectation, as he acknowledged to: 
me indiſcourſe the next day, telling me that 
-he did only intend to handle in general the 3 
things concerning Chriſt, as his ſvveetneſs, fit- 
_ neſs, &faithfulneſs, but when he came to ſpeak 
to them theLord was pleaſed ſo greatly to in- 
Jarge the thoughts of it upon his hearr, and 
made it ſo ſvveet unto him, that he could not 
but declare vvhatthe Lord gave in unto him; 
and truly not only vvas it ſvyeet to him , bur 
as fit and ſeaſonabe to my poore ſoul as any 
thing that could have been ſpoken; the Lord 
give me but a heart to make improvement of 
it, ſo as may be to his praiſe,and eternal good 
of my poore ſoul; | 
The 7 day of the Month; hovv abundantly 
vvas the Lord pleaſed to bovy dovvn to this 
rebellious wretch, who hath great cauſe to 
fear, that my heart was ſet more to ſeek & ſee 
a poor vain creature &to meet w*) them,then 
to ſee or meet the Lord, & yet that the Lord 


ſhould, even now, bow down and give forth 


gratious viſite; to my ſoul through many ſen- 
{ible convictions hinted to my heart this day, 
both through his word, and through his other 
adminiſtrations, this day going early enongh 


to heare the morning ſermon, though I much 


fear,wherher ir were ſo much out of pure{love 


toir, asout of felf-ends, yer what ſenſible con- 
.Vitiors did there from the Lord fall upon my 


heart 


" i. 
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hartfrom theſe inſtructionsM. B/ondhinte&gut 
tous from the expreſſion of Datid, I kepe my 
ſelf from mine iniquity | where hee ſhewed us . 
chat jc, was; our 'great dury to watch cheifly 
againſt our own parcicular {inhs,:ſhewing us; 
how wee might know them, hinting alſo that 
it was Probable that this finne of Pavia vvas 
rongue-ſin, from vyhich hovy ſecretly did'the 


' Lord check my poor ſoul! afteryvards Mr Nie 


ſpake from pſalm the 50.26:th15 thox draft and 
1 kept filence,vyhere hee ſhevved that: by-ft- 
lence vvas meant a refraining from motion or 
action:\vhencehe: obſerved, that yvords and 
Actions are all one vvith God' it vvas as eaſy 
yvich God to do as- to ſpeak; it vvas but for 
him to ſpeak and the vvork vvas done, yea it 
isas eaſy for God to do 'as for us to ſpeak, and 
begs of him, and much more; and- vvhata 
mighty incouragement is this to thy faith, O 
my: ſoul /. vrhich 'vvas the improvement he 
made of it by application, and alſo hinted 
more; that as all Gods yyords are actions,and 
ſo pardoning actions and adminifiracions are 
as Jo many yyords; and oh of yyhatule is this 
tomy. ſoul | yyhat things hath God ſpoken ts 
my ſoul from; aud by his varians adminiſtra» 
tions - to-. thee for:theſe, many years thovv 
hathi.«he Lord by tus iprovidence'often as'it 


were convinced thee; :aad yer thy ibaſe:hearr 
"* Y 
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will not leave to- goe on to tempt the Lord, 
though he hath ſo evidently appeared in crofl- 
ing thee: and this day was a ſign of it, thar 
thou wouldeſt put on thy beſt cloathes: in 
that pride 'ard .yanity of thy heart, thou 
kuow'ſt,didſt thou not by a ſtrange providerice 


. asitwere,geta ſport in 7 hepa to check thee, 
d 


and did not. the Lor it ſtew thee thy 
pride, vanity, and folly? but, Oh how grati- 
ousis the Lord that he:will pleaſe to ſhew 
thee thisin ſo.mild and gentle a way | : 
The 10. of this 7 month, being the Lords day,l 
ſought the Lord in the morning, (but ina 
formall way ) that he would pleaſe to appear 
to me that day through his ſervant, as alſo to 
Sive ina gratious anſwer to theſe defires that 
Mr. Knight pur up co him the laſt day,namely, 
to unvail the grace of our Lord Jeſus to-him 
that he might ſo taſte and feel it, as might in- 
able him to declare it ro his praiſe, which I 
did now alſo beg of the: Lord, and that, 
thouch 1 was altogether unworthy”. of this 
mercy, or of any mote appearancefrom the 
Lord,which bave made ſo little improvement 
ot ſo many gratious favours, yet thathe would 
pleaſe to overcome my rebellion and unfruit- 
fulneſs with hrs love, andat the laſt over-pow- 
er my ſoul; anb bring it to amore full ſubjec- 
gion to him-felfe; and chat. which I defire now 
| 0 
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to'record''eo the Praiſe of the Lord, is before 
him; and that yet the Lord was pleaſed moſt 
particulary to unvaile the Lord Jeſus Chriſtin 
the riches of his grace, the Lord help thee, O 
my ſout:to improve all thoſe wondetull appea- 
rances of his praiſe and glory. 

The 13.0f this7 Month appointed by this 
new Parliament, for a day ot humiliation and 
ſeeking the Lord,l ſought the Lord in the 
morning. that he would pleaſe to put my 
heart into ſome meaſure of ſuteableneſs to 
thar buſineſs, and to make mee really ſenſible 
of all my rebellions, unfruicfulneſs, and un- 
thankfulneſs: to him for all his glorious appea- 
rances, and that he would poure out his ſpi- 
ric upon his ſervants that were to be his and 
our mouthes this day, as alſo begging the Lord 
to let ſome hints from himſelfe fall with 
power upon my heart this day, and there 
abide; And(blefſed God) how gratiously wert 
thou pleaſed to appeare, and with what ſen- 
ſible ard {oceable truths, preſſing my ſoul to 
ger intaiGhriſt, and dwel there, chen which 
thereis no truth more needfull ro be preſſed 
opon.myxvretched heart, being ſo. miſerably 
ſharrered about and upon other things, and 
my affections ſo ſadly divided, that (in'truth): 
I doe not dwell in the Lord: Jeſus: Chriſt as. I. 
ought; which the Lord: vvas pleaſed-in great” 
frm - | mercy 
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mercy to my ſoul,to preſs very much upon me 
this day, vvhich blefſed connſell,my defre and 
prayer wvas thatthe Lord vvould-frame and 
mould me into gathering up my ſoul more in- 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and/out of all other;things 


vvhartſoerer. 


The 24- of this 7 Month being the Lords 
day , I was. in expectation to hate heard Mr. 
Knighs ; bur when I.came to Fx/ham there 
wasa ſtranger, and when 1 heard him topray 

. ſo ſtrangely , I was ſtruck with an exceeding 
damp, wiſhing my ſelf ſomewhere elſe, yec 
defiring to ſtill my ſpiric, and go wait upon the 
Lord, who is able ro hinc out ſomewhat that 
might be of advantage to me, he ſpake from 
Foh 5.25. in which he ſhewed us; 'that men 
might be alive naturally', and yer dead fpiri- 
cually, arid fo preſſed us to'thetryal of our e- 
ſtates, which I thought might be a call from 

God tocheck me tor my.negleR in this work, 

and ro: put me upon that duty hevells us, that 

God was 'the life of the Toule ,;d9:the ſoule 

was the life of the body-; and when God was 
departed: from the ſoul., ic was dead, and 

' that which maketh God:depart is fin {proved 

from” 7a, 59. 2» In which Scriprure:( me 
thought)! che Lord: dit ſecretly him: ro my 
ſoul; chat! my / fir wak the-cauſe 6b all the 
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withdrawings of the light of his face, and 
manifeſtations of his gracious preſence from 
me, and of his ſeeming not ro hear the de- 
ſiresand prayers offered up to him, which dif- 
coverie I looked upon as an anſwer of my 
deſires and prayers that day,and asan appear- 
ance of his, through his inſtruRion this day. 


The 25. ofthis 7. month, The Lord in the 
morning drew out my heart to beg of him, 
that he would pleaſe to be preſent that day, 
being to go tomy Aunt Dogger-, to guide and - 
diret meinall my words, and ations, be- 
ing ſome what diſtracted and diſturbed in my 
own thoughts and mind, and not ſo content- 
edly ſubmitting to all the providences of 
God, as I ought todo, and after ſome diſ- 
courſe and hor diſpute at dinner, between 
Mr. - Aldgate and my elfe ( at which timeT 
dealt plainly with han according to my poor 
meaſare) after which Mrs. Aldgate ( very 
unexpetedly from me, and unuſually from 
her ) was very earneſt to have me go and read 
in 2 licle book of hers, concerning content: 
Marvelling in my mind at this ſtrange and un- 
uſual thing in her , looking upon it as ſome 
providence happily te me, who had ſeen the 
beok. before , but looked upon itin a flight, 
curſory. way ,; and, nog with any valuation of. 


| it, 
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it, yet now, I thought, that happily the 
Lord might have ſome thing to ſpeak to me 
outof it, and ſoI took the book and went to 
reading therein, for an houror more ; and 
truly the Lord was pleaſed to lead me to moſt 
ſenſible and ſeaſonable things, to the trame 
of my wretched ſpirit \” by which it convinced 
me , that I did not contentedly ſubmit to his 
will in all conditions; for if I did, then there 
would bes ſilence in my ſpitit ,\ yea a joyful 
frame of ſpiric , yea a continued piving 
thanks to him, and many ſuch like things by 
way of diſcovery, together with many ſen- 
ſible diretions, and inſtructions, which I 
deſire to acknowleds as a mercy , beging that 
the Lord would make theſe hints effeQual to 
my ſoule. 0 


The 27, ofthe7. month, expeRing that 
our brother Lental was to preach that day, I 
had ſome diſcouragements whether to go or 
no, but atlat the Lord was pleaſed to give a 
 rurneto my ſpirit, and upon oneaccompt or 
| an otherT at laſt refolyed to go and ſee what 
the Lord would do for methere, deſiring to 
wait upon him , and wirhal telling him in the 
morning that he had graciouſly appeared ro 
my ſoul 'and given 'me eminent tokeris of his 
appearance” throvgh' weak inſtruments},- be- 
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ſeeching him to add one mercy more this day, 
and give my ſoul a real viſite from Heaven, 
through whatever inſtrument heſhould pleaſe 
to uſe. But , oh my ſoul. ! how graciouſly was 
the Lord pleaſed to. bow down, and conde- 
ſcend to anſvver thoſe poor ſcattered deſires, 
and vouchſafe my ſoul a.moſt fit and ſeaſon- 
able yyord this day,, by that our brother, 
vvho ſpake from. arth.6. Take no thought 
what you ſhall eat or-drink., or wherewith you 
ſhall be cloathed, vyhence he ſhewed-the Lord 
Jeſus-did greatly torbid all carking cares, or 
ſolicicude of ſpirit abour preſent enjoyments, 
or future events, together with. many other 
ſeaſonable inſtruQtions , reprehenfions, and 
diretions to wait upon the Lord and reſt on 
him, and caſt all our burthenson him and the 
like, moſt ſeaſonable things to my wretched 
ſpirit. | 


The 28. of this 7. month being Thurſday, 
and Mr. Knights day.to preach at the Abby, 
I had ſtrong defires. to hear him', and; yet 
ſomewhat diſcouraged from ſome paſſages of 
providence, fearing vvhether or no I vvent 
out of deſire only to hear , vvhbich lay ſome- 
vvhat heavy upon me, and greatly oppreſſed 
my ſpirit, cauſing ir to breath out to Gar 

| [ or 
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Lord after this ' maniner , That if he did ſee 
my heart not to be ſet arighe ro ſeekhim, and 
Him only in this under caking , that he would 
pleaſe ſome way or other to hinder me, or 
cauſe ſome ſpecial providence or other to in- 
ftrut me and keep me'from ruſhing on this 
undertaking'on any ſelf-ends or deſigns what- 
ever, beſeeching him ro-guide me, lead andin- 
ſtra& me chis day, and vouchſafe his glorious 
preſence with my ſoul,” and the pouring out 
of his Spirit upon his ſervant that was to ſpeak 
to us; Andrruly, Idefire to acknowledge to 
the praiſe of God, that he was pleaſed much 
to deaden my hearr to the'creature, beforel 
went out, and to pur 4t into a frame defirous 
to wait for any diſcovery from him when he 
pleaſerh, expeting all the way as we went, 
whether the Lordwould pleaſe ro ſaffer us to 
£0 through, yea or nay, deſiring not to-mur- 
mureathim init, but ro ſubmit quietly ro his 
will in what manner ſoever he ſhould pleaſe to 
reveal it: Buc being not by any providence 
prevented in the way- we went, where the 
Lord was pleaſed greatly to draw our Maſter 
X®ights hearr in prayer in ſuch fnteable 
things, as if the Lord from heaven ſhould 
fay , 1 krow thy wants and weakneſs , and 
will ſupply th:m ; Providence caſting him 
up- 


edn B.A - 3X 4 At Jos Sf «© 


Upon the. ſame thoughts (ſpoken in the 


Gods fweet incomes to a Believer. | 295 


fifth Chapter of Job ,: and the five and 
ewenty-Verſe, the Lord again by it chec- 
king me for my negle& of examination of 
my ſpiritual life, 


The Endof the Second Book. 
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THIRD BOOK 
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EXPERIENCES, 


V hich the Lord hath given my ſoul of 
the gracious anſwers and returnsof 
Prayer, Cc. 

T heſe Records I deſire to leave of Gods appearance 

ro my ſoul from time to time, which 1 truſt (if my 
"wicked heart deceive me not) was done wpon this 
account, that wherein T have failed in my life- 
time n declaring how good rhe Lord hath been to 
ſuch a wretch as 5I am, I might yet leave a good 
repor: of God behinde me , after ry departure 
hence, be having ſo often mage it appear that hee 
is aGod good unto the unthankeful, diſebedient, 
and rebellious. 


This begins with the 8 Month , 1654. 
He 2 7. of this month, there being a great 


defire in ſeyerall of us to have ſome 
Church 


ww VV Wh ok, w FT ww» WS "» 


Gods ſweet incomes ts a Believer. 297 
Church meeting fetup amongſt us, which had 
| been long delayed, (my mother, and my felt” - 
having often very much preſſed it,) at laſtT 
even reſolved to urge it no more, imagining 
chat the Lord had no purpoſe that it ſhould 
be, and rather fearing leaſt chere ſhould be 
any by-eads in my own heart, in this ny de- 
firing of it, then did our brother Orpey and 
our brother A. r/y againe renew the motion 
and ſpake ofitrous, & afterwards went from 
us to Mr Knight (yer being {till by one meanes 
or other kept off,) there fell much diſcourage- 
men: upon many of our hearts abontir, nor- 
withſtanding ar laſt there was a day appoint- 
ed ro meet, and to conſult farther about | the 
__ of it, which meeting was alſo ſadly fruſ- 
trated by a miſtake of the day, and ſo ne meet- 
ing, bar, after' ſome time, there was another 
day appointed by jeynt-conſent- to beginn 
the meeting, yet ſomewhat diſcountenanced 
by one of our brethren, faying it was vvin- 
ter time, and many other imployments vvould 
not permite thern to enioy it, yet there vvas 
a timeſet, but the very day before Mr Knigtr 
told us , thathee could not bee at” the meet- 
ing the next day, vvhich vvas an other ſad dif- 
conragement; hovvever they tbat- were pre- 
ſent, agreed to meet. to ſeek the Lord toge- 
ther, whereupon the next morning being the 
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day appointed for to meet, I beſought th 
Lord, though with much weakneſs, and ina 
poore ſcattered way, thac hee would pleaſe to 
_ go forth wich usand provide ſome help for us, 
- earneſtly deſiring him to make good thar 
bleſſed word of his, that where two. or three 
meet in his name that hee will bein che midft 
of them, beging that this word might be made 
* goodrons this day; that hee would put our 
hearts in frame co meet with him, and be plea- 
fed to be preſent vvith us, and alſo vvith thoſe 
vvhon he ſhould pleaſe ro ſend amongſt us, 
that there might be no ſoul of us but mighr 
acknovvledge the Lords Preſence amongſt us 
and finde ſome bleſſed vvord hinted to their 
condition , and in particular to my poore 
ſoul, God ſetting it home with mighty povyver 
upon my heart, even ſo. as thatT might be 
moadded [nc it. | 

And hovy vvonderfully did the Lord (even 
beyond expectation )- appeare this day, in 
ſending Mr Knight and our brother Merly 
(neither of which were expected) and putting 
- ingo their mouthes a. moſt ſureable and ſea- 
fonable word, as alſo poyvering out his ſpirit 
richly on chem thac ſpake in prayer to him, 
wherein I ſaw a great anſwer to an other peti- 
tion, this morning, which was that the Lord 


would plcaſe to help every one of them in 


2 
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ſpeaking to him and from him, which he was 
pleaſed richy and gloriouſly to doe, in fo 
much that Mr X»izhr ſeemed to be greatly 
affected with the preſence of God, and in 
the cloſe, did acknowledge it, whereupon the 
meeting received great ingouragement, and 
was reſolved to be kept up: Ormy ſoul, how | 
did the Lord to thy ſhort deſires give in _ 
"anſwers, together with ſeaſonable refre 
ments to my pooredrooping ſpirit, from the 
words that our brother 4orly ſpake out of 
the 40. pſal. But Iam Poore and weake yet the 
Lord thinketh en me, which poverty ariſeth from 
the ſence of finn and corruption, yet the Lord 
thinketh on me; whereupon hee puts us upon 
this thought, what if all other ſlighc, and diſ- 
regard a poore ſoul, if che Lord thinketh upon 
it? is it not better to be in the thoughtsof God 
then of the Frontels in the world? together 
with many other precious and ſeaſonable hints 
to my ſoul. 

The8. of this 9. Month O my ſoul, how un- 
expectedly vvas the Lord pleaſed to preverit_ 
thee vvith his loveing kindneſs and grace! thou 
having been very ill all night with an extream 
cold, not thinking I ſhould be able to goe in 
the morning to Falham, yet at laſt overcome 
with defire to wait upon tle Lord, and caſt 
and roul my ſelf upon bim,and how geciouly 

whpe won 
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d;q hee appeare to my ſoul, and what a ſeaſon- 


able word was hinted'out this day to mee by 
our deare brother. the 25- of this Month at 


evening as alſo the 26. day in the morning, 
(being the Lords day)finding my heart excee- 


ding dead, and dull , and altogether unfir to 
meet the Lord,as alſo greatly oppreſſed at the 
ſight of the prevalencie of corruption, and 
temptation over me(almoſt continually which 
occaſioned my foul to pour out its ſelf greatly 
before the Lord, in fundry & various petitions 
relating to my preſent condition,as alſo great- 
ly begging his preſence, both in the preparing 
my heart to meet with him,andin fitting ſome 
bleſſed word, wherein he might meet my poor 
foul, with many requeſts to this purpoſe, too 
largeto relate,and both touching my own ſoul, 
and alſo his ſervant that was co ſpeak that day, 
and behold how gloriouſly, O my ſoul, did 


the Lord appeare through his ſervant (our 


dear paſtor) who ſpake from the 45. Plal: thy 
Throne, O God, is for ever and ever, the Scepter 
of thy Kingdome 1s a right Scepter, where he 
ſhewed us, thar Chriſts Scepter , (by which he 
rules and orders all his affaires in the world, 
and in his Chufch, ) isa right Scepter, and that 


allhisadminiftrations are managed by a right} 


ſcraight line, for the Glory of his father anc 
the g00d of his poor creatures and that, hon 
| evel 
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ever through the darkneſs of our hearts, and 
our unpeliefe, wee could not ſee the ſtraight- 
neſs of all Chriſts adminiſcrations, yet, that 
al J* they are ſo hovvever; for God the Father 
B» .| who beſt knows them, ſaith ſo of thew, ſhew- 
© | ingus alſo, that however Saints are apt to 
0 j} think that thereis none in ſuch a ſad conditi- 
ie | onas they, ſo tempted, and ſo overcome by 
1d corruptions and vain thoughts, and the like, 
ch} andif Chriſt did indeed raignin them and 0- 
ly | ver them and his Scepter thus righr, why is it 
NS | then thus with them? in anſwer to which, he 
tt ſhewed us, that Chriſts Scepter was right (till, 
5 | becauſe his deſign was through all this to raiſe 
nc | up his own and his fathers glory, as his skill 
Or | appears moſt that maketh a glorious piece out 
0 | of acrooked thing, ſo Chriſt hath ſome emi- 
nence of glory, by working through all cu: 
7» | afflitions and temptations to- magnifie Iris 
grace and merey towards ſuch as we are; yea, 
to do us good through all : now, dear Father, 
P) | hath not thy rich grace ſhined gloriouſly in 
this condeſcention, to ſuch a poor worthleſs 
be wretch as1 am? This day alſo did che Lord call 
us, ſeeing his Throne and Kingdome ts for ever 
ang ever, to look aſter everlaſting things, a 
ſecret check ro my ſoul in it, ſo eagerly per- 
ſuing after fading dying things, yea, if Chriſts 
kingdome be everlaſting, ſo alſo. are thoſe 

"= thac 
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that are his ſabjets, from whenee we were 
farther exhorted to look out what it is that 
we have that is everlaſting, telling us that 
wives, and children, and eſtates, and the like, 
they are not everlaſting, they and you muſe 
part: Oh therefore do not reckon theſe everla- 
ſting;but if you have a Chriſt, or grace,&c.thar 
ſhall beeverlaſcing; if God hath begun any 
=-_ work in your ſouls, that ſhall be everla- 
ting. your infirmities, weakneſſes.corruptions, 
they are not everlaſting, they ſhall die and 
wither, and Satan ſhall ſhortly be trod un- 
der your feer,chough Satan and fin hath domi- 
neered, and made a ſtir in thy ſoul, yet it 
ſhall not reign for ever there, but grace ſhall 
raign by righreoutſneſle to eternal life ; there- 
fore though your pains be grear, troubles ſore, 
temptations many , yet know they are not 
everlaſting, and this may much comfort the. 
Saints; yea, if Chriſt raigns, this may comfort 
the Saints, that their aMictions ſhall paſs only 
from Chriſr, not from the ſons of men, not 
from the world, nor Satan, nor the Zaw with- 
out him , no, nor the reſcleſſe motions of your 
hearcs that often miſgive , and terrifie you ; 
your judgement ſhall paſſe from Chriſt, whoſe 
Throne is for ever and ever. - O my ſoul, how 
abundantly hath the Zord bovved dovvn to 


refreſh, as vvell as convince thee this day ? the 


Lord 


| Goa's ſweet encomes i» a Fehhever. 3ZO3 
Lord grant it may abide upon thy ſpirit, and 
help thee to live continually co his praiſe 

The 29. of this 9. m——_ I ſorght the Lord 
to appear to my poor ſoui, and ſpeak fome 
ſeaſonable word. that mighr be for my ſpirt- 
tual advantage, and truly, though I was if- 
appointed of him that I expected to hear, yer, 
did the Lord by our btocher Zc»:a/, handour 
a moſt ſeaſonable word to my foul, which I 
defire may abide,which was, not co quench che 
ſpirit, which the Lord did really convince me 
that] had often done, even of late, which I 
defire the Lord would help me againft, and 
make this a bleſſed word to the end, unto my 
ſoul. | 

The 30. day of this 9. moneth, the Lord 
drew out my heart that morning, to beg of 
him that he would pleaſe to prepare my hearr 
to meet with him,and to manifeſt his prefence 
to my poor ſoul, through his Word, char it 
might be a bleſſed ſeaſon, wherein my fon! 
might enjoy communion with himſelf, and 
that, to chat end, he wonld pleaſe ro remove 
out of my ſoul whatever might make me nnft 
to meet with him, deſiring much in my bearr, 
and endeavouring to expreſſe it before the 
Lord, that my hearc might once be gathered 
out from all things here below, and fixed only 
upon himſelf, and Jeſus Ct rit, and thar chere 
© m:She 
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Wight be ſomething added ro this work this 
day And, O my foul, how gloriouſly did 
the Lord appear, both for thy conviction and 
comiort, in ſending his meſſenger , as if it 
were on purpoſe with an errand-trom heaven 
to my ſoel? It was a ſiranger that preached 
this day, and the Subje& he was upon, was 
the lovelineſſe of Jeſus Chriſt , Canricles 5.16. 
He ts altogether lovely ,, whence he fully clear- 
ed, that there was nothing below Chriſt thar 
can be lovely or deſirable, and vyharſoever 
could be delired, it is abundantly in him; 
from vyhence the Lord did really convince me 
_ of my fally in ſuffering of mv affetions to 
run out ſoftrongly on ſuch vain objeRts, and 
ſolittleon my Lord Iefus Chriſt: and in the 
cloſe, ſpeaking by vyay of comfort, he had 
this paſſage, That vyhen ever any poor ſoul 
did come into the preſence of the Lord in 
prayer, or hearing, or any ordinance, vvith 
a defireto have ſuch a corruption mortified, 
(though for ends, beſt knovvn to the Lord, he 
may for the preſent ſuffer it in him,yer)vvould 
| he record it in heaven, as if it had been mor- 
tified ; for (ſaid he) it vvas in the defire of 
that poor ſoul, and though I ſuffer it, yerT 
look upon it, as if the ſont had mortcified it 
really, and ſo for all other gracious deſires,the 
Lord looketh upon them as his, and as done, 
| | though 
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though never attained, as he did Abrahams of- 
fering up his ſon aac, and therefore helea- 
veth it upon record to poſterity, that he did of- 
fer-him up, though yer he did not do it, be- 
canſeit vas in his heart and intent to do it 
had not the Lord prevented; vvhich toge- 
ther with many other pretious hints the Lord 
was pleaſed to leave with me this day , which 
Lbefeech him to bleſſe me, and make me to 
improve them to his praiſe and glory. 

| Theſecondday of this 10. moneth, I ſought, 
the Lord that he would be pleaſed, if he ſaw 
meet to add one other day ro me, to vouchſafe 
his face and preſence to me, and give my ſoul 
ſome fight of him, and prepare 'my heart to 
meer with-him, emptying out of it what ever 
might unfit me to come before him,after which 
there fell a great damp upon my ſpirit, conſi- 
dering thatI had only in a formality ſought 
this of him, but could not expect that he 
ſhould continue alwayes ſo graciouſly to a 
poor ſoul, asI had begged of him, being ſuch 
anunworthy , unfruittul creature that did ſo 
little improve all his appearances: but, O my 
ſoul, how gloriouſly did the Lord break 
through all thy unbelief, and go beyond all 
thy expeRations, in providing a moſt bleſſed, 
glorious and ſeaſonable word tor thy ſoul, an- 


ſwering the deſires of thy heart, alſo on the 
behalf 


— 
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behalf of his ſervant, that was to ſpeak in his 
name this day! ſhining forth gloriouſly in 
end chrough him, inſomuch that himſelf did 
bleſs che Lord for his appearance that day ; for 
which blefſe che Lord, O my ſoul, and oh that 
all chat is within me could bleſſe his holy name! 
Oh the ſenſible truchs thar were hinted ro my 
foul this day, which I defre of the Lord I 
might never forger, which were hinted from 
Pſal. 45.7. from which our Paſtor ſweetly 0- 
ied the love of Chriſt to righteouſneſle, 
which love (he ſhewed us) was that that made 
him lovely to God and to his Saints. Now that 
he doth love as he ſhewed us, appears in that 
this love to it was his very nature, and therfore 
he is called the 75ghteows, and the Lord owr righ- 
reoxſueſs ;, yea, it appears, in that he hath 
through all kind of difficulties fulfilled all righ- 
teonſneſle; therefore with deſire 1 have detired 
(fich-he) to eat this paſſeover , that 'to he 
might be ready to ſuffer, and ſo to fatisfie di- 
vine juſtice, which is one part of his fulfilling 
righteouſneſſe, yea, he ſhewed, that he loves 
righteouſneſfe in that ſalvation that he hath 
yyrought for us, meriting by a full ſatisfaRtion 
to juſtice, that ſo juſtice might glory in our ſal- 
ytion as vvell as mercy , for hovvever were- 
cave all by grace , yet Chriſt wrought it oat 
by juſtice and payda full price for it , which 


ſhewed 
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ſhewed his love to righteouſneſs and juſtice, 10 
that what ever God hath promiſed believers in 
his word, it is a merited promiſe , that Chriſt 
hath bought and paid for , yea given the full 
worth of it into the hands ot God, ſo thar 
juſtice can never fay, that what we receive by 
grace is not fully ſatisfied for , but that we 
have now a right by juſtice to every promiſe 
in the book of God, as well as by mercy : (oh 
bleſled word! ) 


Yea, he loves righteouſneſs , becauſe he 
maketh all righrceors , who are accepred of 
him by his righteouſneſs: And firſt, 

7. By forming their hearts to his likeneſs. 


2. By im puting to them his own righteouſ- 


' neſs; yea, he ſhewed that he loves righteouſ- 


neſs, by the terrible execition of his diſplea- 
ſure on unrighteouſneſs : now all this, as ig 
maketh Chriſt lovely to the Father , ſo it muſt 
needs make him lovely to his Saints, and that 
for theſe reaſons. 

I. Becauſe they could never look on, or be- 
hold divine juſtice without being confounded, 
if they did not behold it ſatisfied chrough the 


- righteouſneſs of Chriſt, by which they are in- 


abled co glory as well in the juſtice, as in the 
| mercy 
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mercy of God, and plead: with God, as well 
_ is a righreous and juſt -God , as hes mer- 
Ciful. 

2. Becauſe all that is beautiful in the Saints, 
either in themſe'v:s or others, is from this 
Chriſt; therefore , Chriſt himielf mult needs 
be lovely ro them, becauſe that which often 
fupports the Saints hearts is not ſo much their 
aQings in righteouſneſs, as their love to 
righteouſneſs, David cryes not out , oh how 
do I keep thy Law ! but oh how dol love thy 
Law! therefore needs muſt Chrilt be lovely 
for his righteouſneſs. 

4. Chriſt muſt needs be lovely , for his lo- 
ving of righteouſneſs, becauſe through this he 
hath made a way for us to eternal ite? how 
doth he bring about this way of life, or keep 


us in this path of life? but by a way of righte- _ 
ouſneſs ? Rew. 5. laſt. It is not ſo much that 


grace reigneth , as that grace reigneth now 
by righteouſneſs ( or juitice ) to eternal 
life. | 
| I. That uſe that was made of all this was 
very precious, we being inſtrufted hence to 
take a due view of Chrift, to behold him more; 


for we are ſaid to be changhed into his likeneſs 


while we behold him, fo that the reaſon we 
are no more like to Chriſt is, becauſe we live 


no more in the fight of his righteouſneſs 
| which 


ta. — a Aa 


Cods [weet incomes toa Believer. 3Og 


which would but ſhew us our own unrighte- 
ouſneſs, and nothing can do it more then 
this beholding Chriſts righteouſneſs, and then 
refle&ing back upon our ſelves. 

2, The beholding Chriſt would make us like 
Chriſt; for our aſhimulation to Chriſt comes 
from our being raviſhed much with looking on 
Chriſt, the devil hath no greater defigne, then 
to keep the Saints from beholding of Chriſt, he 
will let them pore upon their own luſts or any 
thing elſe rather then this. 

3. The fight of Chriſts righteouſneſs is a 
Sround for the ſtrongeſt conſolation ro Saints: 
that can be, of which, when the Apoſtle had 
got a ſig hr, he cries out , who ſhall lay any _ 
zo the charge of Gods ele, ſeeing through Chri 
righteouſneſs juſtice is ſatished , what can ſing 


"the devil, luſts. corruptions, or law do? 


they cannot condemn for Chriſt juſtifieth. 

Oh what refreſhments were held out from 
this bleſſed cruth of Chriſt his loving righteovſ- 
neſs ! now if Chriſt doth love righteouſneſs, 
then he loves to do juſtice; and to be righteous 
in all his adminiſtrations, both of grace and 
puniſhment , yea, he loves fidelity in perform- 
ance, which is another part of righteouſneſs; 
oh pur this to the end of every promiſe in 
Scripture ! that Chriſt loves righteouſneſs, and 
{o loves more to performe ic then thon canſt 
deſire 
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deſire to have it performed: as Chriſt loves 
righceouſneſs, ſo he loves to fulfil all righce- 
ouſneſs; and that by doing and ſuffering, 
though. ir were a hard work: then it may re- 


freſh us further , that all the grace you receive : 


comes from the hand of juſtce, how may the 
Saints then go boldly to the father and ask no 
more then what Chriſt have already paide for? 
ſo that the Saints living on the promiſe is no 
beggerlv buſineſs, for there is not one of them 
bur is throughly payd for by Jeſus Chriſt , and 
ſo may be pleaded for , not only upon that 
Account of mercy and grace, but even of juſtice 
and righteouſneſs. O that God would cauſe 
all theſe blefſed truths to have an abiding pow- 
er upon my ſoul ! 


The 6. of this 10. month over night, of 


ſfoughr the Lord that he would pleaſe to pro- 
vide ſome ſeaſonable word for my ſoul, as 
alſo begging his gracious appearance, through 
his ſervant that was to ſpeak, with much to 
this purpoſe; and ( O my. ſoul ) how graet- 
ouſly was the Lord pleaſed to.appear to thee 
this day ! the ſcripture he ſpake from by our 
dear paſtor, was the 2 Coriz. 1. 12,whence he 
ſhewed us, what a ground of joy is the Teſtt- 
| mony of a goed conſcience, when it witnef- 
| ſeth in ſincerity : whence he ſhewedus, that 


| . the work of conſcience is to witneſs to - 
ation 
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a®ionofa man, both religions and civil . and 
not only doth ic bear witneſs of every a, bur 
of the meaſure, andof the manner of heart- 
workings in the aR, and ſo witneſſeth either 
the righteouſneſs and ſincerity of it, or the 
ſinfulneſsof it, yea, and the ſpring ofattour 


ſinfalneſs; our rejoycing ( ſaith the Apoftle 


is not that we preach, prayor thelike, bur 
that our conſcience witneſſeth , chart what ever 
we do. though never ſo weakly & imperfetly, 
yet its done in Gedly ſiwplicity, ie. with a 
ſingle intention, aiming purely at the glory of 
God, that there is no double dealing, nota 
heart for God, and for our ſelves too, yea, 
we were ſhewen, that conſcience was not 
only a witneſs , but a judge; therefore where 
it findech the a&t good, bur the principle 
naught , it tells that man (ifhe hearkens toit) 
that all is naught, and that God will not be 
ſerved with leaves, but with fruit, and thuvit 
1 00 ter and judgement ; from which 

ow ſecretly did the Lord check my ſoule? 


% 


then he ſhewed us, that conſcience had a 


ſtrong memory, though we forget yet con- -- 


ſcience: will remember , not only as, 

circumſtances; which (O my fon!) mayeſt 
thou nor clearly teſtifie the truth hereof by ex- 
perience? yea, it was hinted tous, that con- 


{cience was a juſt and right witneſs , all the de- 


vils 
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vils in hell and men onearth.cannot make it 
ſpeak other then truth , the devil may , and 
doth abuſe conſcience by imitating it, and 
ſo ſuggeſting this or that to a ſou), as ific 
came irom conſcience, when it coms immediatly 


; from hell: even Saints themſelves may pals 


wrong judgement upon their brethren as Jobs 
friends did ; but conſcience is a better witneſs 
then Saints themſelves , and it was fo to job, 
yea conſcienc was held outto bea convincing 
witneſs; where it doth witneſs againſt ſin ,.1t 
witneſſeth convincingly, cauſing them- to 
groan under-it. yea it was held out to bea 


| bold witneſs, that will not be daunted any 


way, and muſt needs be ſo becauſe God him- 
ſelf imboldens it to fpea+ plainly, as that thou 
art an hypocrite, or afraid to hear what con- 
ſcience ſaith ; Oh how ſweetly was this cruth 


improved this day by application ! as firſt, to: 


teach us to admire the goodneſs of God in 
placing ſuch a witneſs in every mans boſom, 
yea how good it was for the:Saints that this 
was ſetup 1n wicked men, for ſome times there 
are ations done by wicked men againſt Gods 
people, that there is no wineſs but their own 
conſciences , which teftifie againſt them , of 
all cheir hard ſpeeches and thoughts, and words 
and the like; yea how good was it for the 
Saints alſo in this! for had they not this > 
neſs 
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neſs in themſelves, ; how. bitter would the re- 
proaches of the World be ro them ? We 
were exhorced to take heed how we walk to- 
wards-conſcience, -it being by:God ſer as a 
Watch..over us; oh then rake heed that we 
withdraw not from it ! Nay, itis true it will. 
follow you; but labour ;0 keep it in your ſight, 
and when you are to. do any civil or religious 
Work, call itin, and ſay, Conſcience, What 
ſayeft thou co this or that ation?” Was it ac- 
cordins to the will, and mind of God? and 
Sive it leave to ſpeak out; yea and give time 
alſo; for' oftentimes the affairs of the World 
hinder , thac conſcience ' hath not-timeto + 
{peak 1 its mind. _ . 

- a: To. take heed, we grieve it not; for its 
complaints will be -heardin Heaven , rhere- 
fore 2ake heed of doins any thing againſe 
conſcience. 

3. Aweirasa Judge, and be content to be 
judged by it in all you do, for ic will be your 
Judge another day, and will be ar immorcal 
Wirneſs cither in point of confortor terfor; 
oh therefore awe it. 

i. Do youtakeof heed of nighting con- 
ſcience or its Teſtimony; for rherem you com- 
mir grear injury to God, it being his Embaſ- 
lador, and by him ſecin you. 
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2. Itis great folly alſo to ſtop its month: 
For, . 

7. All your hindering it, or endeavouring 
to do ſo, will but prove an aggravation of its 
Witneſs another day againſt you , then it will 
tell you, That it would have ſpoken plainly co 

ou ſuch and ſuch a time, but you would not 
ber you were ſo buſie in the World, or the 
ike. 
* The reaſon why Saints do no more rejoice, 
is, becauſe chey walk no morein the teſtimony 
of their own conſciences. 

We were alſo exhorred in the concluſion to 
be very tendcr of doing any thing withour a 
ſolemn Court of Conſcience, raſhnefs is the 
worſt evil; Conſcience is Gods Witneſs, tet ic 
be y__ give it full liberty therefore to ſpeak 
and ſay all it can, ask it again and again what 
it ſaith tothis and that ation, and way be ir 
will give thee that Teſtimony that through 
raſhneſs and haſtineſs it had not time to ſpeak 
or thou to hear it. 

Oh what ſenſible hints were theſe to my 

r ſoul, if the Lord would but pleaſe to 
leſs them effeQually to me, and help me to 
put them in praRice daylie! 

The Lord having ſeen meet to call our Bro- 
ther Y3/ct ont of this World , I heard that he 
was 
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was to be burved at Fxiharms this Afternoon, 
and our Paſtor to preach , which occaſioned 
me greatly co deiire to hear him; which alſo I 
did, rhough it was exceeding late; at which 
rime he ſpake from1 Jo. 3.2.Now arewe the ſens 
of © od, but it goth not yet appear what we ſhall be, 
&-c. from: which' chere were moſt ſeaſonable 
bleſſed cruths hinted ro my ſoul. That which 
he prefſed was, Thac what the Saints ſhall be, 
ce, | itdoth notappear. Then he ſhewed it. did nor 
ny | appear, firſt to the Saints themſelves. 

I. Becauſe of the lictle light the Saints have 
to | ofthis glory; nay, if God ſhould reveal more, 
ra | they could not bear it inthis ſtate. 
hefſ| 2. Inregardof our not. improvements of 
tit the diſcoveries made of our future eſtare. 
ak] 3. Becanſe their preſent eſtate is compaſſed 
hat with fin and afflition ,. both -yvhich. do ob- 
 1t | ſtrut the ſight” of this glory; but more parti- 
gh | cularly, the Reaſons why it doth not appear 
tak | he ſhewed were theſe. 

1. From the many diverſions of the Spirit 
my || of Saints, that turn them aſide from behold- 
to ing their glory to come; how do the toyes and 
tO || baubles of this World divert them from be- 

holding of chis ? and ſo their eſtate doth nor 
ro-f| appear to them. 


AaZ2 2.1[t 


916 - ' Holy Experiments .of 
2. It comes from -inconſtancie of Spirit, 
becauſe their thearts do nor dwell on thoſe 
things; no man is excellent in that his heart 
and thoughts dwell notvpon : ſo here 
-  3- From the weakneſs of our Faith; for we 
live novy by Faith, byt when Chriſt ſhall ap- 
pear , then you ſhall live by ſight; ſo that 
whileſt you are here; your fight is accordin 
to your Faith, if. your Faith be right = 
ſtraight like Srephexs, then have you a ſtrong 
fight ot glory. 

4. It appears nor, from the remainders of 
corruptions' that abide in us, every ſin vails 
the ſight of this glory, 
© 5. God himſelf 15/pleaſed ſometimes to exer- 
ciſe his Saints notonly under darkneſs in the 
ſighr of their turure eſtate , but alſo of their 
preſenteeltate;;, and ſo they walkin the dark; 
and this God doth for high and holy ends, and 
Sives great inſtructions through it 20 hisSaints 
to look up to him for life, and wait on him for 
the maniteltation of his love and- their future 
eſtate,and to make them ſee that it flows from 
nothing in them; bur from him only, eter- 
nal life bezos not only the gifr of God, but & 
ven the lighc whereby we ſee ir. 

2. This glory appears not to the World al- 
ſo, and that 
I. Be- 
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I- Becauſe the World fees only the outſide 
of a godly man, his ſhell; but they ſee not the 
glory of his inhide; they ſee their poverty, and 
contempt, and reproach, cc. bur they ſee 
not the glorious working of God on their 
ſouls. or operation of his ſpirit in them. 

2 Itappears not to the World, becauſe the 
Saints have their Clouds upon them : The beſt 
have their infirmiries, and theſe the World 
look moſt upon; wicked men are blind and 
cannot ſee; tor ſpiritual things muſt be ſpirt- 
tually diſcerned ; becauſe many times there 
are differences among the Saints themſelves; 
and this darkens their glory: tothe. World 
who ſee them diſputing about Religion , and 
the like, the World judgeth of their future E- 
ſtate by their preſent condition; if men flou- 
riſh here, then they judge well of them,if they 
lie under troubles, they judge them hated of 
God, and thus God ſuffers this darknels about 
their future eſtate, | 

To humble his Saints, and:make them cry 
to him for light. 


To manifeſt the ſincerity of the Saints. 

To ſet them a longing after Erernity, 
where they ſhall have full and: cleare 
ſight, | 
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To make glory-appear glory, indeed, ifthe 


glittering here be glorious, what ſhall the full 


be? that irappearsno , is out of juit jud 
ment from God to this wicked World , who 
do hate and contemn them ;, therefore God 
wil not let them ſee their glory; they ſhall on- 
ly know it by tceling the contrary, and the 
want of it. 

There were bleſſed diſcoreries given to 
judge our eſtate. 

. Wewere alſo inſtructed in all our preſent 
afflitions in this World. {b1! ro remember it 
2ppears not yet what we ſhall be, did you 
beep your eye on this, how would it retreſh 
you under all troubles! 

Keep your eye then on Chriſt his appearan- 
ces, for there your fuineſs ſhall be. 

Bur furtber to refreſh the Saints, they are 
at preſencthe ſons of God, bar know not the 
belt of their eſtate; you may be now under 
clouds and temprations- but the beſt is behind; 
it appears net now what you foall be: And let this 
chear vp your hearts, fi 


The $. day of this tenth month , the Lord 
drew ont my heartin the morning, being the 
day of our Church-meeting, to beg of him to 
0 forth with us this day, or elſe not to carry 
; IEORES tos | 4 Þ ; | us 
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us out; and withal, That he would pleaſe to 
provide a bleſſed word, a ſeaſonable word for 
every poor ſoul that ſhould in the ſincerity of 
their ſpirit wait upon him that day , and rhat 
be would pleaſe to ſpeak ſome ſeaſonable 
word td my ſoul, that it may be a bleſſed teſti» 
mony thac his preſence was with me, begging 
alſo the pouring out of his ſpirit richly on 
them he ſhould pleaſe to ſend ro ſpeak amang 
us, with much to this effec. 


The nineth of this tenth month , at night 
the Lord was pleaſed often to draw out imy 
heart with ſome ſence of his appearances, as 
alſo my unfruitfulneſs under all former ap- 
pearancs, beſeeching him to ſancrifie all his 
appearances to my ſoul, and help me to walk 
more watchfully, and hearken more to the te- 
ſ{timony of my own conſcience in what everT 
had done, and not to fin againſt it, with many 
ſuch like deſires, begging this, That as he: had 
ſo ſweetly encouraged my ſoul by theſe graci- 
ous hints the third of this month, ſo that now 
he wovld pleaſe, notwithſtanding all my un- 
worthineſs and unfruicfulneſs, yet ro makg 
Sood theſe gracious words of his, wherein he 
hath ſaid, Sin ſhall not have Dominion cver his 
people;and that he would bruiſe Satan under their 
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Feet, that he would never leave nor ferſake them, 
for which gracious bleſſed word of hisI-endea- 
voured to plead with him this Evenings, even 
upon the account of the full ſatisfaRtion the 
Lord Jeſus had made to him . that therefore 
theſe bleſſed words might be madegood to 
my* poor foul, as alſo on the behalf ot his ſer- 
vant our dear Paſtor, who the eighth of this 
eighth Month ſeemed exceeding ſad , which 
came with ſome power and ſenſe upon my 
heart at this time. beleechins the Lord if he 
hadconvinced him of anyevil in him, that he 
would alfo work it out of him ; and if there 
were any other oppreſlion apon his ſpirit 
which was known to him, that he would pleaſe 
to eaſe, refreſh, comfort and fichim for the 
great work he hath called him to, and alſo 
pour out his ſpirit. upon him , that he might 
have a real and ſenſible fight of the anſwers of 
thoſe defires; and thatthe Lord would pleaſe 
ro diret him what. andhow to ſpeak . ſo as 
might be to the advantage of every of our 
ſouls,who ſincerely ſeek his tace and preſence: 
And oh my ſoul! how:;gractouſlie did the Lord 
- appear the next day, being his Sabbath, and 
gave in a gracious anſwer to thele deſires, agd 
ave forth tar beyond them ? 
The 1044. of this 19h... Month, being the 
Lords 
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Lords Day, in the morning ſought the Lord 
for his moſt ſpecial preſence im, and with me 
en this day, that he would pleaſe to prepare a 
he | ſeaſonableuſeful word for my ſoul, and pre- 
re | pare my heart to meet with him, that icy ſoul 
to | might be enabled co bleſs and praiſe his Name 


r- | forit; and that he would pleaſe ſo eminent- 
is | ly to appear, that ir mighr be wriccen 
ch | among the rewards of his love, yea, 
y that it might' come into my ſoul , even as 
he a ſpecial pledge of his love; yea, that he would 
he pleaſe to pour out his ſpirit upon his ſervant, 
re and appear ſo eminently through bim, as that 


IT alſo he might be enabled ro acknowledge it to 
ſe his praiſe: And oh my ſoul ! how richly,and a- 
1C bundantly, and fully did the Lord anſwer all 


lo theſe deſires, yea every of them in particular, 
IT which were ſpread before him more at large 
of then I am able to ſer down |! and truly, the an- 
e ſwers of them were much more large and full, 
as in which the Lord bowed down greatly, even 
ir to the requeſts alſo, to do mpre abundantly 
e: then I could ask or think; and ſo he did begin 
rd even as ſoon I came to the Congregation, fil- 
1d ling my heart with great joy and expeRation 
3d of his mercy from him, even in the P/a/w be- 


fore Sermon, the Pſalm ſung was P/al.22. 23. 
on which my foul joyfulke ran out; and ſo 
doth in Prayer and in Preaching how abun- 
dantlie 
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dantlie did the Lord bow down and refreſh 
my poor ſpitit, and the ſpirit of our dear Pa- 
ſtor, whoin a moſt ſolemn manner again and 
again bleſſed the Lord for his appearances 
both in the diſpenſation of the Word, & alſo 
in the Lords Supper that was that day admi- 
niſtred The Scriprure ſpoken to us was P/al. 
45-7. T hou hate iniquity, whence he ſhewed, 
That Chriſt was lovely to his Saints for hacins 
iniquity : In opening hereof he ſhewed us 
what hatred was in man, and what it was in 
Chriſt, which ( as be ſaid ) was not an ation 
or paſſion, bur his very nature and will,which 
putteth forth all bis other Excellencies, as his 
Power and his Wiſdom, *c. to repel all that 
15 contrarie 9 his Natureand Will, which he 
farther opened ar large, ſhewing us, Thar all 
the objet of Chriſts hacred was onely ſin, 
which is truly evil, men hate chat which they 
apprehend evil, bur Chriſts hatred is properly 
neither againſt men orAngels, but only againſt 
fin, and man onhie as heis under the power 
of fin; and this hatred maketh him repel that 
which he hateth with all his power, putting 
out all his Excellencies to the urrermoſt, er- 
ther for the deſtruQion of ſin in vs, or of us: 
Thus Chriſt loved the natnre of man, and 
"20k it upon him; yet when thislove was turn- 


ed 
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ed into hatred by reaſon of the over-power- 
ing of fin, which fighteth againſt the life of 
Chriſt;and when this love of his comes to turn 
to hatred, the hatred is the greater.Now that 
Chriſt hatech fin, appears both in the work of 
Redemption, and RejeRion : In the work of 
Redemption when he comes to ſuppreſs fin in 
us, he ſeemech by this ation to ſpeak in this 
manner, Rather then fin ſhall live in thee, T 
will dye: my blood ſhall rather go for it. Soin 
the Rejection, the hatred of Chriſt ſhall kindle 
the fireof Hel about them : Bur rhar Chriſt 
doth thus hate fin, appears further by theſe 
things: | 

I. By his dealings againſt it in the Creati- 
on; Adam no ſooner made but he falls, and fo 
boiling hot was Gods hatred againſt fin, that 
before he gives him time for repentance, or 
any parley, he preſently goes to his poſterity, 
and paſſech judgement upon him and them; 
Dying thou ſhalt dye, temporally, ſpiritually, 
and eternally; and there ſhall be enmity be- 
rween thy ſeed and the womans, that moſt of 
thy ſeed ſhall take in with Satan, and periſhe+ 
ternally : How many millions periſh upon 
the account of that one fin? So the Angels 
they fell preſently and irrecoverably, for that 
one fin of pride , though ſuch-glorious crez4 
( | rures 
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tures, who could do more-then thouſands of 
men, and might have been fo uſctui to. the 
Church, being ſpiritual, had they ſtood , who 
could immediately comfort when. no other 
creatures could, yea, could have fed Eli ahs 
and Damnel;s, yet theſe for that (in periſhed e- 
ternally. 

2. It appears by the way hetaketh to re- 
pel it; fin having gotten the Throne,and poor 
man brought into a periſhing condition by it, 
and notable to opppoſe it ; now Chrilt hates 
it, ſothat the conteſt now comes between 
Chriſt and ſin, and he will dye to deliroy ir. 

3. It appears by the dreadtulneſs of the 
doom of thoſe that are over-powered by in, 
who are judged to eternal hte withour pitty 
or recovery 

Then he came to ſhew us bow lovely Chriſt 
is to the Saints for hating iniquirie. 

And O my ſoul! with what mighty power 
and weighc did this fall upon ihy heart? 
As 

1. Heſhewed us, That Chriſts lovelineſs in 
this atcribucearole from the unanimity and 
vne-nels of mind berween Chriſt and a belie- 
ver in this hatred of his; for as Chriſt bateth 
the fin, bur{ovech the belicver, ſo the believer 
-hzcerh iniquitie, bur loveth Chrilt, ſo that 
| the 
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the love of both perſons center inone and 
their hatred in one, and their love meeteth in 
each ochers perſon, and cheir hacred alſo; and 
that Believers hate fin. ſo that noching can 
breed more love then this doth, Chriſt ſauch, 
hate Iniquity, ob therefore, hate ic more ye be- 
lievers, yea, purſue the life of ir; and 1 appeal 
to the Lord if I do not hate itwith a perfeRt 
hatred. 

2. Chriſtis lovelie for hating ſin, becauſe 
this atcribute ſerceth all his actributes on work 
again(t all che Enemies of a Believer, the poor 
foul hateth ſin, but is not able co deal with it: 
buc Chriſt ſo haterhir , thac he is able to con- 
querits Oh what a blefſed fighr of Chriſt is 
this { that chough the poor ſoul:be over-pow- 
ered with fin daylie, yet thac Chriſt haterh ic, 
and is engaed aginſ ir, as hating 'of-him : So 
that now eicher Chriiſt or it mutc periſh : Oh 
what a lovely ſight is this ! becauſe ont of chis 
hacred of Chriſc comes the ruine of-che foals 
Enemies, Sin and Satan; which ſeek-thy ruine 
daylie : But bleſſed be God, that Chriſc hateth 
them : and will certainly; ruine. them !' ei- 
ther heor ſin muſt cown : Oh what comfore 
is this chat we poorcreatures have-in Chriſc, 
that when we com? even to ſcruggle with fin 


and Satan, Chriſt like fire will confume and 
| burg 
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burn them? yea, as he ſhewed, chis batred was 
an a&t of Chriſts will ; and if he hath noc 
his Will, where is his Godhead ? Therefore 
the quarrel is between the Will of Chrift, and 
the Will of fin : I will damn thee to Hell,ſaich 
fin and Satan : But I will kill chee, O fin and 
Saran, ſaith Chriſt: ſo as the quarrel is not ſo 
much for Believers perſons;as for Chriſts Wil, 
and Chriſt will certainly have his wil: oh bleſ- 
fed word ro my ſoul! 

- 3. Chriſt is lovely in this,-becauſe the Saints 
ſee the glory of all Chriſts other excellencics 
through this, the wicked ſee and fall at the 
dread of Chriſts hatred, bur ſee nor the juſt- 
nefs and righteouſneſs of all Chriſts admint- 
ftrations,' as-rhe Sainrs do ; they can ſee the 
juſcneſs and righteouſneſs of Chriſt in damn- 
ing of men to Hell for ſin, yea, the Satnts can 
- [d Chrifcs love to them in this hacred of 

n. . 5: 

This 10th. of this Moneth, being the ſame 
Lords day, in the Evening, while 1 was endea- 
vouring to bleſs and praiſe the Name of this 
my g|drious God, for his'eminent appearan- 
ces this day,which I defire never to forget, it 
fell upon my heart amonpft other things to 
tell che Lord, Thar feeing he had caſr ſuch a 
hint upon my heart, thatthe beſt —_— 

neſs 


OY 4 a Alma. __ J—_Y __——_ Oh a hc. So — ce S D©£Ql _— —— —— wp 


Gods ſweet incomes to a Believer. 327 
theſs for mercy received, is to gather inup* 
on God for more mercy : I did therefore de- 
fire, That roall his abundant appearances to 
my ſoul this day, he would pleaſe to adde this 
mercy,w*i I defired to plead with him for this 
Evening, That as he had gloriouſly unvailed 
through his Word the hatred of my Lord Je 
ſus Chriſt againſt fin , that he would nowalſo 
ſhew its evil by experience, that ir might ap- 
pear thar really he doth hate fin, yea every 
ſin in my ſoul, by his purſuing thelife, and 
drawing out the blood of it; telling him 
withal, That if any fin were the objeR of the 
hatred of my ſoul, then needs muſc this cor- 
ruption of mine in a ſpecial manner, beirg ſo 
diametrically oppoſite to him, as the ſetting 
up of any thing or creature in his Throne; yea 
even at this preſent wherein he hath ſo glori- 
ouſly appeared, that the conſolations of God 
os oma to my ſoul, ny coming with 
uch mi wer, praying him ina ipecial 
———_ _ otke the Os this ominnds 
on, and let my foul find, that really it is the 
object of the hatred of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhall 
certainly be ruined by him. 


Having got a great cold which did ſomewhat 
diſtewper me,Lwas in a great queſcionwhether 
[ 
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I ſhould the twentieth of this tenth month gs 
tothe Ordinance or no; at laſt I deſired ro 
give it up to the Lord, bſeeching him to direct 
me what to do, deſiring only to be led by him: 
AtlaſcIrefolved (God willing) co waitupen 
him this day at Fxlhams;, and as for the next 
day; let the Lord do with me what he will, 
whether to fit me to go, or diſable me, having 
many fears upon my ſpirit concerning my go- 
ins, whether it were a right and pure aiming 
at God, and ſeeking his preſence, yea or no, 
_ not able to ſatisfie my Elf in this que- 

rion. JIE 


Thus (Tay) deſiring the Lords appearan- | 
cesto my foul, and ſpeaking ſome words to 
him for my ſpiritnal- advantage , I went this 
day to Fulham, where the Lord: ſhewed me 
what a bleſſed thing it was to have a fight of 
God from'thoſe wards in Afar:.1 3.Blejjed are 
tbe ezes that ſee the things you ſee.,, and the ears 
that bear the things yow hear, whence the Lord 
ſhewed me what an_abundant cauſeI had to 
bleſs him for them, thoſe many fights he had 
Siven me of himſelf; when be had left fo ma- 
ny in the dark , aud never given them one 


Slimpſeof himſelf. 
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- But being 2xc2eding| tt and weary this 
night, L went co beg bgumes, waring what 
the Lord would do wich mg, and cruly in che 
Morning 1 chought L found my [elf unfit ro 
$0 forth, cogſidering alſo our meeting the 
nexc day, which haply;the Lord might make 
m- np fit <0 evjor's Fe _ needs fay, I 
really chink trouble that lay upon my 
(pifie dbour the ſtraigheneſs of my ends in 
going,did more diſcourage me then' the unfit- 
neſs of my body; .bur-whac through the one 
and the other, I durſt aoi-go forch this 27. 
day , ang fo. my Mather and Aunt Doggct 
ore'y went, and 1 ſtayed at home , but when 
T gco(e, 1 pas my. felt: pretty well; ſo as I 
begna ro. be, ſomewhat [troubled char 1 had 
ſtayed at home, fearing that this may 'be 0n- 
ly a ſubcile device of Satan tohinder me of 
this opportunity; and ſo turning my ſelf to 
the Lord, I beſougbt hin, that it ic were he 
that had this day prevented me , that he 
would pleaſe. to make Up to my ſoul ſome 
0:her way, by hiatingont ſomething by his 
Spiric to my beart chatmigbebe for my Ipi- 
ritual advancage- and crely, whiles 1 wasen- 
derouring.co preſs rye npon the Lord, im- 
mediately after chere fell this enftor 
upon iy heart ( or rather L | 


—— 


; _  : - "Fly" ferment; of 
ſed roto. 4rdpir Ywlich was this: Oh Lord! 
how comes ic co paſs that my foulbeiogho 
exceedingly rakea#@#h any] park of t b7 go 
ous Llmage- in poor: mortal creatures ſhould 
at the preſent rebel and murmyre at thy ho- 
ly andblefſed will, which is part of thy effen- 
zial glory 2? if the Gghr'6f thy image be ſo 
plealing:to me, why theri'isnor "the ſight of 
tby will, which is cy (ef, ninch'more glort- 
QUus then theRa yes of chic thar ſhine upo AQ 
thy creatures ? "hyts n6tilns'ss pleaſing, 
de:ightful, and coptencfiikto me? which KW 
I could not burlookapdn -asT real anſwer of 
this deſire, the Lord Ii6ke ir of ufe tc o me, I 
am ſure it -wasfuch a confideratioy La me- 
dization;'that if the Lord wil but” pleaſe-ro 
ſetithomewirh power, may be$f byndanr 
advantage to my wicked ſpirit” The Lordin 
mercy far Ghrifts ſake make it ſo.” ©** 
: 'The22..of chisrenrh mench ; ; deny a day 
appain cd for our Chatch- Og earn- 
«lily boſoughr the Lord/; Thar? be ſaw it 
meet to carry me foreh this day, he would al- 
To go along with me, _ vouchſafe his ras 
czous-preſence to. me ; ii ſpeaking ſome ſear 
ſonable wore to my pvorioul thac might a 
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inftroments, which he ſhould pleaſe to make 
uſe of this day. 

And O my ſfovl, how gloriouſly was the 
Lord pleaſed to appear this day in chearing 
and refreſhing thy poor drooping ſpirit ! e- 
ven ſo as thou werc not 2ble to continue th 
ſelfe in this wonderful appearance of C'od, 
caltiz.g them upon ſo ſuteable a word, even 
ro the eſtate ot my poor ſou! at this preſent? 
and that Scripture our brotber O p--. 
with , and was afrer purſued ſweetly by our 
dear paſtor , was the 73 za. 


FINIS. 
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